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HOLY WAR 

Slope parents protest Arabic school plan 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Park Slope parents exploded 
at Department of Education offi- 
cials who hope to squeeze a new 
Arabic-language middle school 
into the elementary-level PS 282 
building on Sixth Avenue. 

The up-and-coming elemen- 
tary school already houses 600 
students, from pre-K through fifth 
grade, and parents say it can’t 
hold many more. 

“We’ll lose space, we’ll lose 
services, and we’ll lose safety,” 
said Parent Teacher Association 
President Xiomara Fraser, whose 
son is a fourth-grader at PS 282. 

“We would rather they give us 
the option of putting our own sixth 
graders back here... if they think 
there’s enough space,” added Fras- 
er. “That creates continuity.” 

Fraser’s concerns were echoed 
by dozens of parents at the March 
12 PTA meeting, where the city un- 
veiled its plan amid widespread in- 
dignation that the Khalil Gibran In- 
ternational Academy hadn’t been 
drafted with any consultation from 
the community. 

The day after that raucous 
meeting, parents Jennifer Bacon 
Fossati and Filippo Fossati sent 
Schools Chancellor Joel Klein a 
letter complaining that the Arab- 
language and culture school 
would “invade” PS 282 with a 
program that “is an abdication of 
the basic principle behind public 
education [by setting] up separate 
schools to teach uncritically one 
history and one culture.” 

The letter cited a report pub- 
lished on MilitantIslamMonitor.org 
that referred to the Gribran Acad- 
emy as a “Jihad school.” 

The academy, which would be 
the city’s first dedicated to Arabic 
language and culture studies, is be- 
ing run by Debbie Almontaser, a 
native of Yemen who is a 15-year 
veteran of the school system. 

The Gibran school would have 
only a sixth-grade class next year, 
but eventually house 81 students 
in grades sixth through eight. 

The PS 282 PTA has sprung into 


7TH AVE EXPRESS 

Report: One-way streets are speedways 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

There is now conclusive 
proof that cars have turned 
Park Slope’s one-way Eighth 
Avenue into a mini-speedway, 
lending credibility to resi- 
dents’ fears about a proposal 
to turn Sixth and Seventh av- 


Armed with a radar gun, 
activists from Trans- 
portation Alter- 
natives stood 
on Seventh and 
Eighth avenues 
and measured how 
fast cars were going 
on both streets. 

On one-way Eighth, 
cars were clocked at 


speeds as high as 
40 mph, while on 
two-way Seventh, 
cars maxed out at 
only 20 mph. 
The speed lim- 
on both 
is 30 mph. 
The gun-on-the- 
street survey refutes the De- 
See ONE-WAY on page 1 5 




Parents at PS 282 in Park Slope are hoping to block a city plan to put an Arabic- 
language middle school within their elementary school. 


action to combat the plan, and was 
set to rally on Friday. 

“[The Department of Educa- 
tion] couldn’t answer any ques- 
tions at all, [like] who decided on 
this school, and where the securi- 
ty will come from,” said Fraser. 

Her outrage was echoed by Do 
lores Louison. 

“This is totally unacceptable,” 
said Louison. “We fought hard for 
our science lab, our computer lab, our 

take a rocket scientist to see that this 
will change things for the worse.” 

The PTA has found a champion 
in Councilman David Yassky (D- 
Park Slope), who told The Brook- 
lyn Paper that the plan was “a mis- 
take and would be very harmful to 
efforts to help that school grow.” 

The Department of Education 
Web site claims that the school is 
only at 63 percent capacity. 

“We wish every new school in 
the city could have its own build- 
ing, but we rarely have the luxury 
of sufficient space and money,” 
said Melody Meyer, an Education 
Department spokeswoman. 

The school is named for Gibran, 
a beloved Lebanese Christian poet. 


Patti Hagan with her beloved pooch. Lady Day. 

DOGGONIT! 

Friends, foes cheer as Hagan's dog 
turns up after odd disappearance 


Is Hepcat 
driving off 

into the CMADT 

California sun? MwlMIII 

seep. 13 mom 


City buys 
land for 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Residents of Prospect Heights 

— whether they support the At- 
lantic Yards mega-project or not 

— were united in their joy at 
hearing that Patti Hagan had got- 
ten her dog back. 

That is, except Bruce Ratner. 
But more on that later. 

Lady Day, the peripatetic At- 
lantic Yards protester’s 12-year-old 
black Lab, had been stolen last 
week, setting into motion a com- 


munity-wide effort to find the pur- 
loined pup that ended thanks to a 
hunch by a receptionist at a Fort 
Greene animal hospital. 

The drama began on March 6, 
when Hagan tied up her dog out- 
side New York Naturals on Flat- 
bush Avenue near Bergen Street. 

Hagan was actually going into a 
different store, but wanted Lady to 
be in the sun, not in the cold (re- 
member that, it becomes important 
later). 

Ten minutes later, when Hagan 
returned from photocopying pro- 
test flyers (what else?), Lady was 
nowhere to be found. 

She popped her head 
into New York Natu- 


rals — “It’s tun by a Bhutanese guy, 
by the way,” Hagan said — and 
was told that a “strange” woman 
with gray hair and a dark coat had 
poked her head into the shop de- 
manding to know whose dog was 
tied up outside. 

“I went next door and talked to 
Mike Hussein and he said the 
same thing about this lady,” Hagan 
said. “And the optometrist said he 
saw a woman acting strange.” 

Convinced that Lady had been 
dognapped, Hagan made the rounds 
of the local animal hospitals to get 
the word out and posted flyers all 
over the neighborhood (“Lady Day 
is very sweet and loves to eat ap- 
See DOGGONE on page 1 3 


Honor 
at the 
court! 

Building to be 
named for Carey 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Finally, someone is making 
a federal case out of honoring 
Hugh Carey. 

On Tuesday, Rep. Ed Towns 
(D-Fort Greene) pushed through 
a bill that would rename (or, 
more accurately, name) the fed- 
eral courthouse on Cadman 
Plaza East and Tillary Street 
“Hugh L. Carey United States 
Courthouse.” 

The House overwhelmingly 
passed Towns’s bill, which 
would honor the man who 
served seven terms in the Con- 
gress, the governor who saved 
New York City from bankruptcy, 
the Democratic powerbroker 
who tightened the belt on the 
state’s profligate spending by 
saying “the days of wine and 
roses are over,” the liberal lion 
whose greatest regret is that he 
See CAREY on page 15 





The federal courthouse on Tillary Street could be named for Gov. Hugh Carey. 


Ratner 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Why is Mayor Bloomberg buying land 
for developer Bruce Ratner? 

The City Council was left asking that 
question when officials from the city’s Eco- 
nomic Development Corporation disclosed 
that almost half of the city’s previously an- 
nounced $205-million contribution to At- 
lantic Yards would pay for acquiring land 
within the mega-development’s 22-acre 
footprint. 

And no one knows why. 

“I said, ‘Why are we are reimbursing 
[Ratner] for property that he [could] pur- 
chase on the open market?’ ” said Council- 
woman Letitia James (D-Prospect Heights). 

“They . . . avoided the question.” 

James, a strong opponent of Ratner’s $4- 
billion arena-and-skyscraper Xanadu, was 
See RATNER on page 5 



Author Jonathan Lethem (right) and his dog, Maisy, in Boerum Hill. 


Love 'em or Lethem 


Boerum Hill's prodigal son's new Brooklyn-free novel 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It could be seen as a betray- 
al. Jonathan Lethem, patron 
saint of South Brooklyn’s 
literati, has written a book 
based in, of all places, Los An- 
geles. 

“I wanted to shake off the re- 
sponsibility of being the 
‘Faulkner of Boerum Hill,’ ” the 
author told GO Brooklyn last 
week. He was preparing to go 
away for the weekend, to rest a 
bit before he began the tour for 


the new book, “You Don’t Love 
Me Yet,” which was released on 
March 13. 

“There was something myste- 
rious and really evocative to me 
about that part of LA — Silver 
Lake and Echo Park,” he said. “I 
like places that are ill-defined 
bohemian frontiers, verging on 
gentrification — disputed ter- 
rains. There is a certain Brook- 
lyn-ness to that.” 

And he can’t really be faulted 
for trying to get away. Lethem 
lives on the same Boerum Hill 
block that he grew up on, and 


has built his reputation largely 
on books like “Motherless 
Brooklyn” and “Fortress of Soli- 
tude,” both highly praised works 
that are now standard issue for F 
train riders. That’s quite a bur- 
den to bear. 

“You Don’t Love Me Yet” fol- 
lows Lucinda Hoekke, a young 
musician who’s breaking up with 
her boyfriencVbandmate and has 
taken a job at “The Complaint 
Line,” an art project that finds 
her listening to callers’ griev- 
ances for hours on end. 

See LETHEM on page 10 
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# Cartridge lllorld 



Downtown Brooklyn 

For over 15 years Cartridge World’s expert 
technicians have been remanufacturing and 
refilling ink and toner cartridges for a FRACTION 
OF THE PRICE of buying new. High quality refills 
that cost SUBSTANTIALLY LESS! In fact, the quality 
is so good, we back every cartridge with a 
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE! 


2 24A Atlantic Ave 

Near Court St, between 
H&R Block and 
The Brazen Head 


( 718 ) 554-1203 


There’s even a FREE pick up and delivery service 
for qualified businesses. 

So stop paying full price! Call or visit 
Cartridge World today and START SAVING 
money. We GUARANTEE you’ll be glad you did. 



Choose Long Island University's 
Brooklyn Campus for Your Summer 
Housing Facility Needs 



Located in the heart of Downtown 
Brooklyn, blocks away from 
MetroTech and minutes away 
by public transportation 
from lower Manhattan, 

Long Island University's 
Brooklyn Campus 
offers convenient, 
comfortable housing 
facilities. 


From June 1 through 
mid- August, local, 
regional and national 
organizations including pro- 
fessional, educational, religious 
and youth groups are welcome at 
our urban oasis, located in one of the 
City's trendiest neighborhoods. 


We offer air-conditioned housing 
accommodations, newly renovated 
classroom and lecture halls, 24-hour 
security, top-notch dining facilities and 
access to computer labs and the 
Internet. 


BROOKLYN CAMPUS 

LongIsiand 


For more information call: (718) 488-3356 



Tickets and info: 

www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org (718) 951-4500 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

March 17 



pagne. It’s also got a 
nifty new 750 ml bottle 
to make your Pabst-swill- 
ing friends feel like com- 
pletely inferior drunks. 

" Local 1 " is available at the 
Brooklyn Brewery (79 N. 

11th St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Wnnamsourg/ and at Bier- 
kraft (191 Fifth Ave. at 
Berkeley Place in Park Slope. 
$10. For information call 
(718) 486-7422. 


SUNDAY 

March 1 8 

Go green 

Work up a thirst for 
one of Farrell's styro- 
foam cups full of beer 
with Park Slope's St. 
Patrick's Day Parade. 
The parade starts at 
Prospect Park West and 
15th Street and marches 
up Seventh Avenue to 
Union Street and back to 
the starting point. 

The parade begins at 1 pm. 
Farrell's (215 Prospect Park 
West at 16th Street) is open 
from 10 am until 2 am daily. 
For information call (718) 
788-8779. 



TUESDAY 

March 20 



Solo act 

As part of the ninth 
annual MATA festival for 
young composers, to- 
night's performance, 
"Solitary Confinement 
V," features works by 
and for the solo per- 
former, including Vincent 
Ho (pictured). Think of it 
as what geniuses come 
up with when they're 
humming in the shower. 

8 pm at the Brooklyn Lyceum 
(227 Fourth Ave. at Union 
Street in Park Slope). Free for 
children, $15 for adults. For 
information call (866) 469-2687. 


WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 

March 2 1 March 23 

Gardens' 
party 

Sick of being overlooked 
for the Greenest Block in 
Brooklyn contest year 
after year? Now, the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
is giving you a chance to 
cram with "Greening Up 
Your Street." a class de- 
signed to give your block 
a competitive edge. 

5 pm at the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden (1000 Washington Ave. 
at Montgomery Street in Pros- 
pect Heights). Free , but reser- 
vations are required. For infor- 
- n call (718) 623-7200. 




Funky bunch 

Culling DJs from Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee and 
Brooklyn, "Hot, Funky 
and Sweaty," is a night 
of obscure soul and 
funk, with real records — 
no iPods behind the 
decks here. Get ready to 
dance and work up an 
appetite for one of the 
Lucky Cat's famous 
homemade pizzas. 

10:30 pm at the Lucky Cat (245 
Grand St. at Roebling Street 
in Williamsburg). Free. For 
information call (718) 782-0437. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 
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Want to end war? 
End recruiting 

T his wasn’t your typical anti- 
war march. No one shouted 
anti-Bush slogans and no one 
waved signs with pictures of dead 
Iraqi civilians. 

When the Brooklyn Parents for 
Peace gathered in Downtown 
Brooklyn on March 10, it wasn’t to 
scream invective at the military re- 
cruitment post across the street, but 
to show teenagers walking around 
the Fulton Mall that the military is- 
n’t their only option when they get 
out of high school. 

The march was completely silent 
(aside from a samba band, that is), 
and volunteers handed out “How to 
go to college without joining the 
military” pamphlets and “Cost of 
war” flyers. 

So many people asked for pamphlets that volunteers ran out 
before the march ended. 

“Thank you for doing this,” said one elderly woman. “My 23- 
year-old granddaughter just came back from this war, and she 
hasn’t been right in the head since she got home.” 

Peace, love and education, man. But let’s face it, hundreds of 
protest marches have been held since before the war began 
haven’t made the slightest difference. 

Instead, more groups might want to follow Brooklyn Parents’ 
lead and focus on the tactics of military recruiters. 

Not only are military recruiters allowed on school grounds — 
schools are legally obliged to let them, thanks to No Child Left 
Behind, which requires schools to provide military recruiters 
with students’ contact information without telling students or 
parents. 

Students can opt out, but few know it — and besides, the re- 
cruiters are still allowed in. 

And where do those recruiters seek the next generation of 
cannon fodder? Many reports have documented a pattern of ag- 
gressive recruiting in communities of color — poor neighbor- 
hoods where kids face bleak options and little hope of going to 
college or getting a good job without a boost from the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marines. 

Councilman Charles Barron (D-Canarsie) tried to do some- 
thing about aggressive recruiters in 2005 — but his bill to ban 
recruiters from public schools didn’t go anywhere. Hence, the 
peace march. 

“We’re trying to give young people who are targeted by mili- 
tary recruiters information about their choices,” said Charlotte 
Phillips, chairwoman of Brooklyn Parents for Peace. “We want 
them to come to their own conclusions.” 

Here’s some additional data the kids might want to consider: 
On March 18, the United States enters its fifth year in Iraq. More 
than 3,000 American soldiers have been slaughtered since the 
Bush-league invasion began, and an estimated 200,000 to 
650,000 Iraqi civilians are dead. 

So if the president won’t stop the war, we have to stop it for 
him, from the ground up. We have to ensure that recruiters stop 
targeting poor kids and promising them money for college and a 
trade they can use later in life. 

All too often, there is no later in their lives. 

As for the march — it was finished barely one hour after it 
had begun. But despite the short duration, Phillips was pleased. 

“As a way of disseminating information, I think we were very 
successful,” she said. “In terms of stopping the war, it’s only a 
small step.” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


The US Postal Service has scheduled a “Postal Solutions 
Day” at the Times Plaza branch on Atlantic Avenue on March 
21 to teach people how to use the USPS Web site so you can 
buy postage and mail packages from home. Just imagine never 
again having to go postal (literally and figuratively) again. . . . 
We hear that Two Trees Management has a new team top- 
ping its commercial leasing department. Louise Ehrmann and 
Caroline Thebaud are in charge of businesses leases at Two 
Trees properties in DUMBO. Seems they’re the ones responsi- 
ble for putting Bo Concept down the street from West Elm. . . . 
Borough President Markowitz entertained some important 
guests in Brooklyn Heights this week. Marty hosted a swank 
dinner at Turkish restaurant Taze for such luminaries as the 
Polytech President Jerry Hultin and Brooklyn Historical So- 
ciety President Deborah Schwartz. The roasted eggplant dip 
was divine. . . . Artists and DUMBO go together like hot choco- 
late and marshmallows, and the DUMBO Arts Center wants 
to keep it that way. The DAC wants artists and curators to sub- 
mit original proposals for exhibitions in their 3,000-square-foot 
space in 2008. Go to www.dumboartscenter.org to learn how. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Pratt Institute students see this DUMBO crossroads — cur- 
rently a parking lot (above) — becoming a Euro-style piazza 
(see rendering below). 



Mr. Mayor, 
tear down 
this wall! 

By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

WEST DUMBO, March 13 — Allied forces announced today 
that the Wall must come down. 

No, there hasn’t been a return to the Cold War, but partisans say 
that the Manhattan Bridge has become a “Berlin”-style wall cutting 
through the heart of DUMBO. 

And two cultures — an East DUMBO and a West DUMBO, if 
you will — are slowly developing, complete with their “own set 
services: cleaners, cafes and even their own subway stations,” ac- 
cording to the DUMBO Improvement District. 

Now the group wants to do something about this Checkpoint 
Charlie (without the barbed wire and machine guns). The first step, 
the group believes, is transforming the Pearl Street Triangle — an 
area bounded by Front, Water and Pearl street — from a neighbor- 
hood black hole of haphazard parking, uneven asphalt and partially 
covered-over cobblestones into a town square complete with a 
farmer’s market and pedestrian-only spaces. 

“[We need] to tackle the mish-mosh of patch work asphalt, failed 
Belgian blocks and public parking,” the group said in a statement. 
“The area has a great potential to be revitalized into an enchanting 
public space as DUMBO’s town center.” 

Perhaps the Improvement District is using Berlin — the real one 
— as an example. The German capital’s town square, Potsdamer 
Platz, was devastated during World War II , and then shut down 
when the Berlin Wall — the real one — was built through it. 

But when the Wall came down, Potsdamer became a hot piece of 
real estate, and is now one of the busiest shoppmg, entertainment 
and tourism areas of Berlin. 

Manhattan’s meatpacking district is also a good example of a suc- 
cessfully re-imagined industrial area. A decade ago, the only people 
to walk down the neighborhood’s streets were butchers and deliv- 
erymen. Now the area is fashionable, and boasts some of that outer 
borough’s highest rents. 

But bringing down DUMBO’s wall could be harder than bring- 
ing down Communism (after all, we can’t simply tear down the 
Manhattan Bridge). 

Much like Ronald Reagan telling Mikhail Gorbachev to “tear down 
this wall,” the Improvement District is also recommending that the 
Manhattan Bridge arch on Water Street — currently used by the De- 
partment of Transportation as a storage space for construction materi- 
als and maintenance crews — be re-opened as a pedestrian walkway. 

But the Gorbachev in this extended metaphor, DOT spokesman 
Chris Gilbride, said that the agency has used that space for storage 
since the 1980s, and had no plans to reopen the arch anytime soon. 

Still, Tucker Reed, the Improvement District’s executive director 
is hopeful. After all, Gorbachev turned out to be pretty cooperative 

And in the meantime, the Improvement District wants the neigh- 
bors to come to a meeting next week to chime in with their own 
ideas about how to turn the Pearl Street Triangle from a Bermuda 
Triangle into a “Piazza san DUMBO.” 

“We’re looking for ideas that will create green space in DUMBO 
that will be beneficial for both businesses and residents,” said the 
DUMBO Improvement District’s president, Tom Cohen. 

Pearl Street Triangle public forum (111 Front St., suite 258 (at 
Washington Street), March 22, 5:30 pm. Call (718) 237-8700 for in- 


A saint of confusion in Heights 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The St. Charles Borromeo school saga 
continued this week as some parents re- 
main convinced that the school will re- 
open while the Diocese of Brooklyn in- 
sists that it is not going to happen. 

The Diocese closed the Sidney Place school 
after a small fire on Feb. 13 — but when the 
smoke cleared, the Diocese opted for a perma- 
nent shut down, citing dwindling enrollment. 

Meanwhile, the Rev. Charles Krause, the 


pastor of St. Charles Borromeo church next 
door, continues to tell parents that a reopen- 
ing might be possible next year. 

“We are refitting the school to be re- 
opened,” he said. 

Really? 

“Absolutely,” said Krause. 

Diocese spokesman Frank De Rosa had 
told The Stoop that there are no plans to re- 
open the school, and that the building would 
be leased or sold. 


Nonetheless, the school’s financial com- 
mittee has already started planning repairs. 
And St. Charles parents are more than will- 
ing to believe in miracles. 

“We have been informed by Bishop Di- 
Marzio through our pastor that the school 
will reopen,” said one commenter on brook- 
lynheightsblog.com calling himself Eric 
Parish. “Joy.” 

It’s “joy” for now. But if De Rosa is right, 
it’ll be “oy” soon enough. 



Christie Rizk 


The David Berg Lecture Series Presents - 

From Keser to Malchus: n 

UNCOVERING 

CHASSIDISM 


A 10-Week series 
on Chassidism 
from the Besht 
to The Rebbe: 
Its History, 
Philosphy, and 
Impact on the 
21st Century 
with Rabbi 
Aaron L. Raskin 

All Classes are 
FREE and 
are held on 
Mondays, 8-9pm 

Knowedge 
of Hebrew is 
not required 


“Tzemaeh Tzedek" (1789-1866), 3rd Lubavitcber Rebbe. 



Congregation B'nai Avraham 

117 Remsen Street - Brooklyn, NY 11201 
(718) 596-4840 Ext. 18 


Pet Health 
Questions ? 

Ask Dr . Dendtler 


Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



•Vaccinations * Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Skin Disorders ‘Microchip Implants 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 

•House Calls * Lab Tests 


239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

(718) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Loose 
Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, J 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 



© is 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical monttrsTThealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


T *0NLY $495 
j FOR DENTURE! 

I Limited Time Offer 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 


461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 


C^ATNICK 


We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine gifiware 
at prices to fit every budget. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 


Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

( 718 ) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • H mmm 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 
mmmmM Open 7 Days Til 9pm 


shoes 
handbags 
jewelry 
more 


burke talon 

A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 
192 Amity St. Bldyn, NY 11201 ^212) 812 - 3994 




139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located In the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 








March 17, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


DTZ(CGCH) 3 




Bring back dog 
days on Bond? 

T he unleashed mutts that once 
roamed free and fierce on 
Bond Street are a species ex- 
tinct, their habitat overtaken by 
strollers and Heath Ledger on a 
skateboard. 

And while the demise of the so- 
called wild dogs is one that has 
been amply noted by pundits and 
politicians as a sign of progress, 
some who live in the area aren’t so 
sure that their disappearance is a 
good thing. 

“I’d rather live with the famous 
Bond Street wild dog packs than 
people who can spend a million on 
an apartment,” the blogger Found in Brooklyn wrote last week. 

It’s an odd time in a neighborhood’s development when seem- 
ingly sane people believe they would be better off living next to 
mongrels with sharp incisors and a habit of defecating in the street 
than stock traders who probably aren’t even home much. 

“Dogs don’t bother you unless you bother them,” the Found 
in Brooklyn blogger (ak.a. artist Lisann McTeman) told me. 

McTeman, who has lived on Bond Street for 14 years, sees an 
occasional scary growl, or bad dream as a necessary tradeoff for 
affordable housing. It pays to live in a place where people play 
“Spot the Pinscher” (the one who likes to play in the garbage) 
rather than watch the paparazzi as they chase Australian heart- 
throbs down Smith Street. 

“The dogs kept my rent down,” she said, “Soon enough I 
know I’ll be looking for a new Bond Street.” 

I understand wanting to live in a community that is wild, un- 
tamed and without any celebutantes, but really the whole thing 
strikes me as psychotic. In the year 2007, one would hope that a 
city like Brooklyn would be able to maintain affordable housing 
without relying on wild beasts to control the market. 

I raise this issue now for personal reasons. 

Last week, I read Found in Brooklyn’s musings on wild dogs 
while visiting a place where in fact, dogs run wild and let me tell 
you, it was frightening. 

I was visiting my sister in a small town in Israel where dogs, 
but not leashes, are plentiful. Worse, her town hasn’t yet discov- 
ered the newfangled breeds so popular in Brooklyn that are engi- 
neered to not do beastly things like fight, or chase. In my sister’s 
Israeli town, people raise old-fashioned mutts, beasts that have 
the stamina and the brain power to actually ran down and maybe 
even bite a person — especially when they don’t have a leash. 

Needless to say, we spent a good chunk of each afternoon 
playing crowd control to the collection of animals that enjoyed 
barking at us each time we left the house. All the dogs appear to 
want to kill anyone riding a bike and are not afraid to chase cy- 
clists down very busy streets. 

“It gets freaky sometimes,” my sister told me, her voice grave 
as she pushed a stroller down a canine-crowded street, the pet 
beasts barking madly as passed. 

But the biggest irony may be that land values are skyrocketing 
there. Apparently, the “rustic” is back. Uh-oh, Found in Brooklyn. 
You may not be looking for a new Bond Street after all. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Red Hook’s fave mustachioed civic warrior. John McGet- 
frick, has agreed to judge what could be the city’s first ever 
mustache contest. The ’stache pagaent will happen on May 12 at 
a fundraiser for local artist group Falconworks and the “Off 
the Hook” production. Start growing. ... Friends of Bond 
Street had a first meeting last week. The neighbors are worried 
about the new Toll Brothers condos going up on the block. 
Email karlaroberts@verizon.net for more info. ... Brooklyn 
band, the Nighttime, rocked out at midnight-hour book release 
party for Jonathan Lethem’s latest novel, “You Don’t Love 
Me Yet” at Book Court on Monday, playing a champagne-fu- 
eled rendition of the song “Monster Eyes” that appears in the 
novel. . . . Naidre Miller Loughney, owner of the eponymous 
Henry Street cafe, has already snapped up three of the 20 
paintings by our DUMBO painter pal Pasqualino Azzarello 
that are now hanging in her cozy shop. . . . Representatives from 
the carpenters union are asking Community Board 6 to dis- 
sent from a developer’s plan to build a non-union Sheraton 
Hotel at Duffield Square in Downtown Brooklyn. “Bruce Rat- 
ner had to go union. Why not Sheraton?” said union rep An- 
thony Pugliese, who is a member of the CB6. ... The US 
Postal Service has scheduled a “Postal Solutions Day” at the 
Times Plaza branch on Atlantic Avenue on March 21 to teach 
people how to use the USPS Web site so you can buy postage 
and mail packages from home. Just imagine never again having 
to go postal (literally and figuratively) again. . . . The folks at 
Flying Saucer, an excellent coffee bar on Atlantic Avenue, 
were complaining the other day about the declining quality of 
the bagels they get from that overrated, Manhattan-based chain, 
H&H. Our response: Buy Brooklyn! 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Mangia! Vinny, Rose and James at their new old deli on Degraw and Court Street. 


Now that’s Italian! 

Beloved delimen are back 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Just when he thought he 
was out ... they pulled him 
back in. 

Eight months after selling 
Mastellone Italian Deli to a new 
owner, Vinny Badala has re- 
claimed his beloved Court 
Street gastronomia — and 
brought in his longtime butcher 
James Raffaele as a partner in 


The pair bought back the deli 
amidst allegations that the new 
owners didn’t have the sfronta- 
tezza — that’s Italian for moxie 
— to mn a real Italian grocery 

“If you’re going to mn a deli 
on this street and call it ‘Mastel- 
lone,’ you need to know Italian 
food,” Badala said this week, 
standing next to a newly re- 
stocked deli counter in a clean 
white apron. 

Badala sold the 30-year-old 


grocery last July when co-owner 
Carmello Costantino retired, 
handing over the business to a 
family that assured him they 
“knew a lot of something,” as 
Raffaele recalls, about the store’s 
trademark specialty imports and 
fresh pasta. 

Turned out that they didn’t 
even know a little about some- 

And not only were the new 
owners fuzzy on the differences 
between capicola and sopressa- 


ta, they allegedly didn’t know 
the local language of neighbor- 
hood commerce: chitchat. 

“It was a black day in the 
neighborhood,” said Tina Pirelli, 
a longtime shopper and the au- 
thor of “Brooklyn Lasagna,” a 
collection of vignettes about the 
neighborhood. 

“The store was practically 
empty. They didn’t say ‘hello’ 
to people who have been shop- 
ping there forever. They didn’t 
know the neighborhood. We 
were all very depressed.” 

Or as Raffaele put it: ‘T know 
people when I don’t know peo- 
ple. They didn’t have that.” 

By winter, the shop’s new 
owners had fired three stock- 
boys, an assistant butcher and 
three cashiers, including Rose 
Russo, who was bom two 
blocks away and worked the 
checkout line for over a decade. 

“I knew it was coming, but 
that didn’t make it right,” said 
Russo, who began asking Raf- 
faele to deliver her groceries 
when he was still in junior high. 

Soon after the new owners 
axed Russo, the deliman decid- 
ed that the kitchen had gotten 
hot enough and called his for- 
mer boss. The two decided to 
go in as partners and buy back 
the store. 

“I signed the check, ordered 
a case of good sausage and 
called Rose to tell her to come 
back to work,” said Raffaele. 

This week, the store was as 
talky as one of the neighbor- 
hood’s old social clubs as cus- 
tomers, new, old and temporari- 
ly exiled stopped in to say hello 
to the new old owners. 

Jeff Thomas discussed a 
recipe for meat loaf with Badala. 

“I had stopped coming,” said 
Thomas. “But now that they are 
back, I feel like I almost know 
something about Italian food 


C’Hill playground: parent trap 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The quintessential health care 
debate — public versus private 
— has spilled out from Cobble 
Hill’s Long Island College Hos- 
pital onto its playgrounds. 

LICH owns and maintains 
three colorful public parks with- 
in its campus on Henry and 
Hicks street south of Atlantic 
Avenue. All three jungle gyms 
were built in 1993 under an 


agreement that allowed the hos- 
pital to build an eight-level, 
430-car garage on a half-acre of 
city-owned land once known as 
Van Vorhees Park. 

The colorful, animal-themed 
parks are popular with kids and 
parents alike. Most users hardly 
remember that when the parking 
garage was built, naysayers pre- 
dicted that the privately owned 
“public” playground would fail. 

But one local dad, Jason 


Licht, remains a naysayer. Licht 
believes that the LICH-main- 
tained park at Henry and Amity 
streets suffers from a lack of 
oversight that has created safety 
hazards that the city Parks De- 
partment would never tolerate. 

“Things break all the time 
and no one is accountable,” said 
Licht. “The hospital fails to 
maintain the park and blames it 
on their budget.” 

On Monday at the Henry 


Street park, toddlers flew down 
metal slides and kids climbed 
wooden jungle gyms. One dad, 
John Hoitsma, pointed out that 
a four-foot ladder was missing 
one of its rope handles. He said 
that his 3-year-old, Sarah, fell 
off the ladder a year ago when 
the rope snapped off. 

Luckily, once the tears dried 
she wasn’t injured. 

Despite the incident, Hoits- 
ma called the playground “one 
of the nicest around,” but 
added, “there are certainly re- 
pairs that could be made quick- 
er to keep things safer.” 

Last year, for instance, a 
spring-loaded ride broke. It 
took nearly a year to replace the 
tyke rocker. 

Fittingly, it was shaped like a 

But not everyone agrees that 
there is trouble in playland. 

Community Board 6 District 
Manager Craig Hammerman 
said, “When we get complaints, 
we give them to ITCH, and each 
time, we have seen them act.” 
Diana Sullivan, the hospital’s 
vice president of operations, 
told The Stoop that LICH “re- 
mains committed to the upkeep 
of the playground.” 

After calls from The Brook- 
lyn Paper, the Parks Depart- 
ment set up an inspection of the 
playgrounds this week Stay 
tuned. — Cohen 
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Inside the beast 
of the belly 

W hile Americans weigh their 
sordid desire for Taco Bell 
taquitos against the video 
scurrying around the Internet of rats 
in a Greenwich Village KFC/Taco 
Bell, I’ve been wrestling with some 
culinary demons of my own. 

You see, the “Rats Gone Wild” 
video — filmed in February, 
broadcast around the world, and 
reportedly causing a Health De- 
partment crackdown on establish- 
ments as diverse as Bubby’s in 
DUMBO and the Vegas Diner in 
Bensonhurst — got me thinking 
about one of my favorite restau- 
rants, which had its own stomach-plunging fall from grace. 

The year was 2005, and the restaurant was Cafe Lafayette, on 
South Portland Avenue and Fulton Street. 

It was my restaurant of choice for those languid Sunday morn- 
ings, frosty winter evenings, and all sorts of weather patterns in 
between. I liked the garden floor’s tin-ceilinged coziness, the 
friendliness of the waitstaff, and the reliable French fare. 

But then, state Sen. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx) issued a report listing 
my beloved boite as one of the 10 dirtiest in New York City. But be- 
fore I could accuse the Bronx lawman of throwing stones in his 
own glass house (I mean, the Bronx? Really, Jeff), I learned that the 
Health Department had indeed written up for Cafe Lafayette for 
“inadequate hand-washing facilities,” “evidence ofior live mice,” 
“flying insects in food areas,” and “dirty food contact services.” 

My favorite restaurant was finally shut down on May 30, 2005. 

I stopped going. Until Monday night, that is. 

You see, all that rat hysteria got me thinking about my old 
haunt. Thinking and clicking around on the Health Department’s 
Web site. There, I discovered that the Cafe’s descent into restau- 
rant purgatory had been short-lived. By August 2005 , the Cafe 
— with a new owner — was hack in the good graces of the in- 
spector, who found “no violations that present a threat to the 
public health.” Cafe Lafayette’s most recent inspection, in Octo- 
ber 2006, yielded a few minor offenses, but none warranting a 
shut-down. 

Now, it’s important to note I’m a squeamish eater. My broth- 
er still thinks it’s funny to say that I’m a vegetarian who doesn’t 
like vegetables. So, when I approached my once-beloved store- 
front this week, my stomach churned (with anxiety). 

The restaurant looked much the same as it had two years back, 
which was oddly reassuring. But the menu had been beefed up. 
Sure, there were the Cafe staples — the goat cheese salad, the 
chocolate volcano, the carrot-ginger soup. But there was also a 
host of more expensive entrees, from an $18.50 sirloin steak to a 
$16.95 seared tuna with soy anise sauce and asparagus. 

I stuck to my guns and ate a veggie burger with fries. I won’t 
bore you foodies with my disappointment in the veggie burger 
(yes, it is actually possible to distinguish between a good and 
bad veggie burger), but I will say that my fries were excellent, 
my waitress lovely, and my glass of Pinot easy to imbibe. 

As I sat at my comer table in the surprisingly packed room and 
toyed with my salad, I heard the sounds of dishes being washed in 
the back. I grew more comfortable. I drank more wine. And I rec- 
onciled with Cafe Lafayette. My self-imposed exile was over. 

So, my advice to all you Taco Bell lovers is to stay strong. 
Your restaurant probably won’t get a new owner (but hey, a new 
CEO might boost confidence), but it, too, will rebound from its 
days of ignominy. Soon enough, you’ll be able to eat your 
cheesy bean and rice burrito with nary a stray thought about rat 
feces. (Though, I’ve gotta say, a stray thought about those 1 ,200 
mg of sodium wouldn’t kill you.) 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Some eyebrows were dancing recently, when the Jelani 
Lounge, on Waverly Avenue and Fulton Street, announced a 
new drink called “the Preemie Martini.” Turns out, the drink — 
an apple martini in a miniature glass — is owner Guy Soley's 
tribute to his son, Jelani, who was bom premature, but has since 
grown up into a healthy and strong lad. That made the “pre- 
emie” joke fair game, Soley told us. ... Hair of the dog, anyone? 
In a tacit acknowledgement that nothing beats a good hangover 
like more drinking, the Greene Grape is now open at 10 am 
on Saturdays. L’ chaim! . . . Myrtle Avenue eatery Jive Turkey 
is the latest New York food shop to deliver delicacy-filled care 
packages to wounded New York veterans recuperating in Texas. 
“Hopefully we are sending the message that New Yorkers are 
thinking about them, and hoping for their speedy recovery,” said 
Aricka Westbrooks of Jive Turkey. ... Hot for teachers: 
State Sen. Hakeem Jeffries wants your kid to have more 
face time with his teacher, so he’s proposing that at least one- 
quarter of an expected $2-billion windfall in state education 
funding go toward reducing class size. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Cold dog 

Our photographer's shivering pup, Mallow, finishes out the winter on Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene. 


Protect ’hood? Wait months 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Weren’t Fort Greene and Clinton Hill 
supposed to be downzoned by now? 

That’s what some residents are muttering, 
claiming that it’s been a full year since a city 
official told the neighborhood that the down- 
zoning plan would be certified by fall, 2006. 

In the bureaucratic headache that is the 
downzoning process, “certification” of the 
plan is required before it can enters the for- 
mal public-review phase, called the Uniform 
Land-Use Review Procedure or ULURP. 
Once the seven-month ULURP is complete, 


the rezoning is enacted. 

But that ULURP would have been com- 
pleted around now if city officials were do- 
ing their jobs, activists said. 

“This just allows more and more devel- 
opers to get foundations in the ground [be- 
fore the downzoning goes into effect],” said 
Sharon Barnes, the head of the Society for 
Clinton Hill. 

Rob Perris, the district manager of Com- 
munity Board 2, echoed Barnes’s concern: 
“The Community Board is disappointed that 
this has taken three years.” 

But at least one foe of overdevelopment is- 
n’t concerned with the delay — indeed, Coun- 


cilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) 
thinks the damage is already done. 

“The developments I have serious con- 
cerns are already going up: the ‘Forte’ tow- 
er, the Williamsburgh Bank conversion, the 
‘Greene’ on Carlton and Greene. None have 
affordable housing, all are luxury towers 
[subsidized by the city], and all are totally 
out of context with the neighborhood.” 

City Planning spokeswoman Jennifer 
Torres told The Brooklyn Paper that the cer- 
tification plan is “on schedule” and would 
be happening “in the coming months.” 
Preservationists are no longer holding 
their breath. 


Step right up, fall right down 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

You don’t want to be a 
klutz in Fort Greene Park. 

The staircases leading into, 
and out of, the venerable park 
— particularly the entrance at 
Willoughby Avenue and Wash- 
ington Park — seem designed 
to trip up the clumsy of foot. 

But now, another entrance is 
gaining, er, ground in the com- 
plaints arena. 

Take a gander at the entrance 
on DeKalb Avenue next to the 
Brooklyn Hospital, and you’ll 

The earth between steps 
leading into the park has 
washed away, causing the steps 
themselves to shift apart. The 
result is that some steps are 
close together, while others re- 
quire a running leap to traverse. 

“It’s not in the best condi- 
tion,” said Andrew Simon, a 
magazine editor who lives in 
the neighborhood. “On rainy or 
icy days, it’s ultra-treacherous.” 


The Parks Department told 
The Stoop that the problem is 
the fault of a higher power: 
Mother Nature. 

“It appears that sand erosion 


has caused some of the steps to 
rise about two inches in certain 
places,” said Phil Abramson, a 
spokesman for the department. 

“Resetting the stairs would 


likely require capital funds and 
no fiinds are currently in our 
budget for this purpose.” 

In other words, watch your 



The dangerous steps of Fort Greene Park are due to erosion of the earth below, according to 
the Parks Department. 
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Writer s block? 
Writer’s shock! 

A long-awaited box arrived last 
week via UPS , medium-sized 
and heavy. I knew what it was 
immediately by the return address: 

Ten advance copies of my first 
book, “Nothing: Something to Be- 

I sat down and looked at the object 
in my hands, felt the pages, perused 
the back cover, examined the author 
photo (yep, that tiny postage stamp- 
sized image is me!), but only then did 
it really hit me: What had I done? 

Not only was this a book, it was a 
book about me! The decision to write 
a memoir suddenly came into ques- 
tion. This was worse than buyer’s re- 
morse. This was writer’s remorse. 

I had no problem telling my story 
about my straggle with religion — but I’d gone and included plenty 
of other people, from my family to my friends to even my in-laws. 
It was one thing when those same friends and family read about 
themselves when the book was 
just a pile of papers, but now I 
was exposing them to anyone 
who buys my book ($17 in hard- 
cover; available wherever books 
are sold; bulk discounts are avail- 
able; makes a great gift). 

I had long imagined what it 
would be like to see the book in 
actual book form for the first 
time, to hold it in my hands, turn 
it over and flip through pages and 
pages of my own words, words 
about myself. Even if not all the 
words make me look good. 

Yes, I tied to my teacher about 
an alleged stomachache so I could 
get sent home. Yes, I once got so 
drunk that I threw up all night in 
my freshman dorm room. And, yes, I’m still a bit neurotic over not 
believing in God. 

That’s my story to tell. But did I really have to go and drag in 
my in-laws, with whom I have had a five-year “Come to Jesus” 
struggle? Did I have to include my husband’s sister (and those 
juicy details about her wedding night!)? 

Wouldn’t it have been easier to just sit on a park bench with 
no clothes on? Nica naked. 

When I wrote, rewrote, edited and re-edited the book, I never 
thought about it actually being out there, all on its own, without 
me to explain it and present it. But now it is (and, as I men- 
tioned, available for purchase!), so the time has come for me to 
be ready for it to be separate from me. 

Like a child growing up and becoming her own person, the 
book must stand on its own as well. People will read it and will 
take what they want from it. They will like it or hate it, identify 
with the story or think that I am odd. In any case, they will know 
me, and they will understand what it is like to live without religion. 
But, alas, they’ll also know what a wacky, f— d up family I have! 





The spending money has started showing up on Vanderbilt Avenue, but not as quickly, or as widely, as many had hoped. Here 
is a scene from a recent brunch at Beast on Vanderbilt and Bergen. 


Hungry for Vanderbilt’s future 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

When Noo Na opened on Vanderbilt 
Avenue in Prospect Heights in November, 
it became one of just a handful of Korean 
restaurants in the borough. But it remains 
unclear whether this once-hungry stretch 
will realize its dream of becoming the next 
Smith Street. 

Years ago, there was George’s — and tit- 
tle else. Now George’s, a classic Greek din- 
er, is the Usual, and Bob Law’s Seafood 
Cafe is next door. Le Gamin serves French 
food, just up the street, Aliseo Osteria del 
Borgo offers Italian, and the Beast is making 
plenty of upscale noise. 

“And it’s all within a short stretch,” 
added Steve Commender, president of the 


local merchant’s association and the owner 
of the Forest Floor, near Prospect Place. 
“And more are on the way.” 

Or are they? One key to the foodie future 
of Vanderbilt Avenue may be Half, a wine- 
bar business for sale. If it remains a restau- 
rant or bar, the neighborhood could keep the 
momentum. If it becomes a dry cleaner or 
real-estate office, the drive to make Vander- 
bilt a foodie destination could lose steam. 

The changes on Vanderbilt Avenue may 
not be attracting the buzz that followed the 
revival of Fifth Avenue, for example, but the 
wider epicurean selection seems to satisfy 
local palates. Prospect Heights residents no 
longer have to haul themselves into the city 
to satisfy their gastronomic cravings. 

Even the Los Viejos Amigos, the Do- 
minican lunch counter by Dean Street, has 


been drawing attention. The Village Voice 
voted the restaurant the “Best Durable Do- 
minican” in 2006, calling it a “throwback to 
the older, less glamorous Prospect Heights, 
though the new awning and renovated inte- 
rior give it a bit of new glamour.” 

But the full extent of the transition re- 
mains unclear. 

“Brooklyn isn’t Manhattan yet,” mused 
Mike Halkias, who took over George’s din- 
er in 1992, with his brother John. But it sure 
has changed since the days when the Cana- 
dian-bom brothers fought off drug dealers 
with their hockey sticks, right outside the 
restaurant’s door. 

“The neighborhood was a tittle different,” 
Halkias recalled recently. “It’s a nice melt- 
ing pot right now.” 


4th Avenue starts to bear fruit 


THE KITCHEN SINK 


It is almost spring, when a Park Slope block’s fancy turns to 
... the Brooklyn Botanic Garden annual Greenest Block 
in Brooklyn contest, of course! To learn the secrets of winning 
this cut-throat contest, head for the BBG’s master class featuring 
past winners sharing secrets and giving advice. It’s at the Garden 
on March 21 at 5 pm. Call (718) 623-7220 to reserve your free 
space. ... We love Colson Patisserie on Ninth Street, especially 
for the Danesi Italian coffee they serve and those great baguettes, 
but what’s with those chocolate chip cookies? Too crispy! ... PS 
1 07’s “art day” was a big hit with workshops on making ancient 
Egyptian ornaments, collages and, in true Brooklyn fashion, paper 
bag brownstones. . . . OK, we’re intrigued. As we went to press, 
we received an email from Well Lounge, a new bar that told us 
it was “opening its doors for the first time to the social public of 
New York” on March 15. We’re social. And we’re public, and we 
live in New York, but we have no idea what they mean. But given 
that drinks were free at the opening night soiree, we promise to 
have a full, burp, report next week. . . . Pass the mustard! Just in 
time for summer, Willies Dawgs, on Fifth Avenue between 
Fourth and Fifth Streets, is serving up a variety of hot dogs on 
house-made buns. No need to wait for the ballpark when you have 
this tittle spot to satisfy the dog craving that hits as spring training 
gets into high gear. They also sell fries, knishes and desserts. . . . 
It's National Nutrition Month (who knew?), so New York 
Methodist Hospital will host, “100 Percent Fad Free Health,” a 
free information fair on March 22 at 9:30 am. Hospital dieticians 
will be on hand to suggest that you get off the couch and put down 
that pastrami sandwich. For information, call (718) 780-3344. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Developer Shaya Boymel- 
green says he’s going to stop 
building luxury condos in 
Brooklyn (see story, page 5). 
But in the present tense, his 
high-end units are selling like 
hotdogs at a ballgame. 

Apartments in Boymel- 
green’s NOVO condo tower — 
the first Fourth Avenue luxury 
condos to go on the market 
since the neighborhood was re- 
zoned in 2004 — went on sale 
last Monday and are being 
snapped up faster than you can 
say, “Is that a granite counter- 
top?” 

Nearly 300 visitors flocked 
to the grand opening of the 
building’s marketing office on 
March 5, and 13 of the tower’s 
1 1 3 units sold that same day. 

Roslyn Huebener, of Aguayo 
and Huebener Realty, which is 
not part of the NOVO sales ef- 
fort, called the sales rate “ex- 

The 12-story building, on 


Fourth Avenue and Third Street, 
boasts a private landscaped gar- 
den, “gracious” kitchens, “sump- 
tuous” bathrooms, concierge ser- 
vice, a residents’ lounge, a 
playroom, and a fitness center 
(below). Prices for studios start at 


a whopping $310,000. 

The name of the building it- 
self, NOVO (from the Latin “de 
novo ,”) is meant to suggest a 
new life for a traffic-filled cor- 
ridor long known for its flat fix 
shops and abandoned lots, the 


developer said. 

“[We] can make it Park Av- 
enue, with trees and flowers, and 
it will be beautiful,” Boymel- 
green added. 

Huebener agreed. 

“You’re going to have slight- 
ly taller buildings with larger 
populations, and the entire ac- 
tion on Fourth Avenue will 
change,” she said. “The Mc- 
Donald’s might not be McDon- 
ald’s. The car repair sites won’t 
be car repair sites.” 

But some of the neighbor- 
hood’s existing residents aren’t 
as eager to see the avenue 

‘Twelve stories is way too 
high for Fourth Avenue,” said 
Jerry Speier, an 11th Street resi- 
dent and member of Fourth Av- 
enue Neighborhood Preservation. 

City officials beg to differ. 
Fourth Avenue was upzoned in 
2004 to encourage exactly the 
kind of development that is 
now turning the boulevard into 
a mini-canyon of high-rise con- 
dos between Union and 15th 
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Pet Health 
Questions ? 


A 10-Week series 
on Chassidism 
from the Besht 
to The Rebbe: 
Its History, 
Philosphy, and 
Impact on the 
21st Century 
with Rabbi 
Aaron L. Raskin 

All Classes are 
FREE and 
are held on 
Mondays, 8-9pm 

Knowedge 
of Hebrew is 
not required 


FEB. 12: R. DovBer, “Maggid of Meseritch" 


FEB. 19: R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the “Alter Rebbe" 
(1745-1812). Founder of the Cbabad-Lubavitcb movement. 


FEB. 26: R. DovBer, the “Mitteler Rebbe” 
(1773-1827). 2nd Lubavfteber Rebbe. 


MARCH 5: R. Menachem Mendel Schneersohn, the 
“Tzemach Tzedek" (1789-1866), 3rd Lubavitcher Rebbe. 



MARCH 19: Rabbi Sholom DovBer Sebneersohn, 
the “Rebbe Rashab" (1860-1920), 5th Lubavitcher Rebbe. 


MARCH 26: Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak S 


APRIL 2-9: Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson 
(1902-1994), 7th and last Lubavitcher Rebbe. 


f Congregation B'nai Avraham 

J 1 1 7 Remsen Street - Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 
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Ask Dr. Dendtler 


Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kihi’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



* Vaccinations * Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Skin Disorders *Microchip Implants 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 

•House Calls * Lab Tests 


239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.] 

(718) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Loose 
Dentures? * 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, T| 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, J 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 





• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months orhealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


T *0NLY $495 "i 
j FOR DENTURE! j 

I Limited Time Offer | 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 


461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 
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We have (or will get you) 
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your Seder Table. 
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A-Z Dental, PC 

Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 

• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
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A Golden city 
on the hill? 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 




Matthew Lysiak 


Y ellow Hooker has a tendency 
to daydream. He’s not the only 
one, apparently. 

“Many community leaders have 
suggested that I run for mayor,” 
state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay 
Ridge) was saying the other day. 

“Whenever so many people of so 
many different backgrounds urge 
you to do something, you have to 
give it some thought.” 

From police officer to Council- 
man to state Senator to . . . Mayor 
of New York City? 

Inspired by the Senator’s words 
— and the lofty dreams behind 
them — I countered with some lofty day-dreaming of my own. 
In fact, I took the liberty of writing Golden’s 2014 inauguration 
speech — you know, for when he wins re-election. 

I had the words Brooklyn Conservative Party Chairman Jerry 
Kassar fresh in my mind. 

“Marty Golden would make a great mayor,” Kassar said. “He is 
a smart, hard-working, common-sense conservative who knows 
that lowering taxes is the key to economic development and keep- 
ing crime low is crucial if we are to improve our neighborhoods.” 
Drafting the speech wasn’t hard. Golden told me that his two 
political heroes were Ronald Reagan and Rudy Giuliani, so all I 
needed to do was put in all that “morning in America” and 
“crime doesn’t pay” rhetoric. Here goes: 

“Thank you, Bishop Sharpton, for that touching benediction. 
Friends, clergy, elected officials, honored guests, President 
Spitzer, and my fellow citizens: I am honored and humbled to 
begin my second term as the 109th mayor of New York City. 

“Over the past four years, I have met with New Yorkers who 
share the common belief that possibility and opportunity is the 
essence of New York — and the promise of tomorrow. 

“But let us not forget, four years ago, that optimism seemed in 
jeopardy. We worked together to divert a major fiscal crisis in 
2011 by using the new tax revenue generated by Turtle Bay Casi- 
no, built over the space where the United Nations used to stand. 

“My fellow citizens, let history say of us, ‘These were Gold- 
en years — when freedom gained new life, and when New York 
City reached for her best.’ I look forward to working with Gov. 
Gentile to see the realization of what is uniquely, our own, New 
York destiny.” 

I thought I’d done a pretty good job, so I sent the copy over 
to Golden’s chief aide, John Quaglione. 

“I liked ‘Golden years,’ but we are not commenting,” 
Quaglione said. (I considered that a victory!) 

I also emailed a copy to Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge), who didn’t mind trying on the term ‘Mayor Golden” for 
size (most likely because the term “Gov. Gentile” was still ring- 
ing in his ears!). 

“New York City is an important part of the empire state,” 
Gentile said. “I will do everything in my power as governor to 
help Mayor Golden succeed.” 

Could it happen? Could Marty Golden someday be Mayor 
Golden? If he mns, at least we know one thing: Yellow Hooker 
isn’t the only one with a fancy for daydreaming. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

State Sen. Marty Golden will be hosting his fifth annual 
“State Senator for a Day” contest, inviting local junior high school 
students to write a 250-word essay that begins with the words “If I 
were state Senator for a day. . .” (Our advice? Don’t try to kiss ass 
by starting with “If I were a state Senator for a day, I would raise 
salaries for all of our hard-working public servants in Albany.” The 
deadline for admissions is March 30. ... A man who quit the state 
Senate was back in the blazing spotlight last week, getting honored 
for donating artificial limbs to people mutilated in the civil war in 
Sierra Leone. Steven Mirones’s prosthetics firm Arimed made 
the donations. ... Students from the Brooklyn College and 
Pratt Institute chapters of the New York Public Interest Re- 
search Group were collecting empty bottles and cans in Bay 
Ridge on March 8 to promote a proposed “Bigger Better Bottle 
Bill.” The money raised from the collection will support the Bay 
Ridge Center for Older Adults' Meals on Wheels pro- 
gram. ... On a related note, while discussing recycling at last 
week’s Community Board 1 1 meeting, District Manager Howard 
Feuer revealed that he is a big fan of Borat. ... At least one 
union loves Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge). The five-term 
legislator’s belief in low taxes earned him a glorious rating of 66 
percent from the National Taxpayer Union’s annual review 
evaluation. And he sent out a press release about it? Of course; Fos- 
sella’s ranking is high for a New York legislator — most of whom, 
apparently, just want to tax and spend. . . . Yellow Hooker condo- 
lences to the family of beloved Bensonhurst activist Vincent 
Badalamenti . who recently succumbed to kidney disease at the 
age of 88 and will be greatly missed. Here’s hoping Vincent is al- 
lowed to take to heaven his wife Paulette’s recipe for the best meat- 
balls in Brooklyn. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Four World War II vets participated in a thank-the-vets assembly at St. Anselm School. 

Vets to Ridge: War is hell 


FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

With the war in Iraq on 
their minds, a group of patriot- 
ic St. Anselm School students 
honored four World War II 
veterans at the other day, but it 
was the graying soldiers who 
offered up the most important 
words: War is hell. 

Teacher Cary Anne Fitzger- 
ald said the March 8 assembly 
began with the best intentions: 
to honor the service of the 


“Greatest Generation” — espe- 
cially given the students’ sup- 
port for the troops in Iraq. 

But the soldiers turned the 
event on its head, telling the 
students that war should be 
avoided at all costs. 

“I just hope and pray that 
you kids don’t have to ever go 
to war,” said veteran Tom Lus- 
nia. “No matter what you might 
believe, war is war, and war is 
nothing you want a piece of.” 
Another vet, Bemie Hogan- 
son, said he’d be happy if he 


never heard the word “war” 

“Whenever anyone starts 
talking about war, I immediate- 
ly feel negative about the whole 
thing,” he said. 

Fellow comrades Martin 
O’Reilly and Fred Schwally 
participated in assembly, hand- 
ing each student a “Certificate 
of Americanism.” 

At least one student equated 
the certificate with a require- 
ment to serve her country on 
the battlefield, despite the veter- 


an’s words to the contrary. 

“These veterans were brave 
guys,” said eighth-grader Sarah 
Allen. “I hope I would be able to 
do the same if the time comes.” 
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Victory finds partner 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper R 

Victory Memorial Hospital 
— at least part of it — has 
been saved, The Brooklyn Pa- 
per has learned. 

Local officials will announce 
next week that the beleaguered 
medical center — which filed 
for bankruptcy and was recom- 
mended for closure by a state 
committee last year — has 
found a partner to keep its busy 
emergency room, nursing home 
and birthing center open. 

“The community is in for a 
big surprise,” said Bill Guar- 
inello, new acting chair of the 
Dyker Heights hospital’s board 
of trustees. “People are going to 
be real pleased when they dis- 

The identity of the new part- 
ners is being kept under wraps, 
but neither Lutheran Hospital in 
Bay Ridge nor New York 
Methodist in Park Slope are in- 
volved, a source told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

Details of the plan, which is 
still being finalized, will show a 
reduced, but viable, role for the 
hospital. 

“There are still some hurdles 
to overcome, but it will be fi- 
nalized soon,” said Guarinello, 
who is also the chair of CB 1 1 . 



In this classic 2004 file photo, Rep. Vito Fossella presents a 
check to now-disgraced former Victory Memorial Hospital 
President Donald DiCunto (center). 
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The partnership means that 
Victory will retain its emer- 
gency room with holding beds, 
its diagnostic center, its nursing 
home, and its birth center, 
which handles over 2,000 new- 
borns a year, Guarinello added. 

Despite a state recommenda- 
tion to close, Victory is still a vi- 
tal cog in the neighborhood’s 
emergency medical machine. 
The center’s emergency room is 
at 104 percent capacity. 

The 254-bed hospital de- 
clared bankruptcy last Novem- 
ber amid scrutiny of the hospi- 
tal’s compensation practices, 
which included a $1.1 -million 
severance package for departing 
CEO Donald DiCunto. 

Guarinello believes that the 
presence of a new administra- 
tion sealed the still-to-be-an- 
nounced deal. 

“Let’s be honest, there was 
mismanagement under the pre- 


vious administration. Guarinel- 
lo said, “We are now looking 
forward to having a clean slate.” 

Guarinello disagrees with the 
state’s recommendation that 
Victory should close and be- 
lieves that time will prove the 
Berger Commission wrong. 

“During the next five years, 
they will realize that the com- 
munity needs these facilities,” 
Guarinello said. 

Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge) fought for Victory, claim- 
ing that the Berger Commission 
used outdated statistics to under- 
estimate the importance of the 
facility. 

This week, he hailed Victo- 
ry’s victory as one for the com- 
munity. 

“I look forward to continuing 
to work with them and commu- 
nity leaders to ensure important 
medical care remains available 
in our community,” he said. 


Meet the Writers... 

Nancy Krulik 

Katie Kazoo Series & 

Teen Novel Ripped at the Seams 

Saturday, March 24th 
at 3:00 p.m. 



Nancy Krulik is the author of more than 100 books for 
children and young adults, including three New York 
Times bestsellers. She is best known, for being the author 
And creator of the Katie Kazoo Switcheroo book series, 
which has brought her to the attention of second, third, 
and fourth graders nationwide. 
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Judith Lindbergh 

‘Thrall’s Tale 

Discussion / Signing 

Saturday, March 31st at 3:00 p.m. 

Judith Lindbergh's work has appeared in Archaeology magazine and in 
connection with the Smithsonian's exhibition Vikings: The North 
Atlantic Saga. The Thrall's Tale is her first novel 
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■ 24 hour security 
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Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 
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• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 
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• No pain or discomfort. 
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By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 


84th Precinct 


A bank robber got away 
with nearly $3 ,000 , but things 
could have been a lot worse 
during the March 9 heist. 

The masked man told bank 
workers that he had a bomb 
when he held up the Montague 
Street branch at 1 :40 pm, police 

The thief wandered into the 
branch, near Clinton Street, and 
headed straight for a teller. He 
handed her a note and, when 
she hesitated, he reiterated his 
demand for cash and threatened 
to blow the bank sky-high with 
the device hidden in a metal 
box at his side. 

After reconsidering the situa- 
tion, the 38-year-old teller 
passed over $2,559, and the 
man fled with the cash. 

Hell withdrawal 

A pair of thieves armed with 
a gun forced a woman to with- 
draw $9,000 from a Flatbush 
Avenue bank, kidnapped her 
briefly and stole her jewelry — 
all before lunch on March 1 1 , 
police said. 

The 59-year-old victim with- 
drew the big bankroll around 1 1 
am from a bank branch near 
Tillary Street. Perhaps the sum 
attracted attention, because the 
gun-toting strangers were sud- 
denly behind her, forcing her 
outside. Once on the street, the 
pair hustled her into a waiting 
car and pinned her by her wrists 
inside the blue sedan. 

The thugs told the victim 
they were taking her to a sec- 
ond bank, on Seventh Avenue 
so she could make another 
withdrawal. But instead, the 
thieves stole her necklace and 
earrings, pocketed the cash she 
had withdrawn earlier, and 
dropped her off in the middle of 
Park Slope shortly before noon. 

Bridge heist 

A man was robbed by a pair of 
gun-toting thieves as he walked 
across the Manhattan Bridge on 
March 10, police said. 

The 25-year-old was starting 
across the span, heading toward 
Manhattan, around 3:30 pm 
when two thugs, walking toward 
Brooklyn, stopped him and de- 
manded he turn over his camera. 
When he hesitated, one of the 
robbers pulled out a handgun and 
racked the slide to load the 
weapon and emphasize his point. 

“Don’t look, man,” the 
armed man told him. 

The victim handed over his 
digital Canon and the thieves 
took off down the footpath, to- 
ward Jay Street. 

Smackdown 

A young woman suffered a 
brutal attack when she was 
robbed by a trio of women on 
Water Street on March 10, po- 
lice said. 

The thieves surrounded the 
20-year-old victim as she 
neared Bridge Street, just after 
4:30 pm. One smacked her in 
the face, another knocked her to 
the ground and the third brute 
beat her body. 

The victim wasn’t seriously 
hurt, but the robbers ran off 
with her wallet, which held a 
Metrocard, bank card, other ID 
and $70, police said. 

She described her attackers 
as black Hispanic women, all 5- 
foot-5 and about 130 pounds; 
one had red hair, another had 
long hair tied back in a pony- 
tail, and the third had dark hair. 



McBust 

Police arrested a man who 
tried to swipe a wallet from a 
customer at a Fulton Street 
burger franchise on March 1 . 

The 19-year-old victim was at 
the counter of the fast-food joint, 
near Smith Street, placing her 
dinner order just before 9 pm. 
When she took out her wallet and 
placed it on the counter, the sus- 
pect moved in and tried to shield 
the billfold from the victim’s 
view with his own body. 

As she focused on her food, 
the thief snatched up her wallet 
and slipped it into his bag. The 
man bolted before the young 
woman realized she had been 

But police later arrested the 
34-year-old man as he tried to 
use one of the victim’s credit 
cards to buy a Metrocard at a 
nearby subway station about 90 
minutes later. 

Cabbie slugged 

A trio of thieves targeted a 
car-service driver and escaped 
with a good chunk of his daily 
wages and the keys to his future 
earnings. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Trouble began when the 
three thugs, driving a 16-year- 
old Jeep Cherokee, pulled up 
alongside the 32-year-old vic- 
tim on Flatbush Avenue and 
Gold Street — just a block 
from the 84th Precinct head- 
quarters — shortly before 4 am 
on March 11. 

They ordered him to pull over 
and, when the driver complied, 
the trio got out and walked up to 

When they reached the wid- 
ow, one robber pulled out a 
knife and snatched the victim’s 
car keys from the ignition. The 
second thug punched the driver 
in the face and swiped $100 he 
had tucked into the visor above 
his seat. The third brute 
smashed the passenger-side 
window before the trio raced 
back to the Jeep and sped away. 

Phones to go 

A sticky-fingered thief arm- 
ed with a wire c 


to steal three cellphones from a 
Court Street store before the 
clerk realized what was going 
on, police said. 

The robber wandered into 
the store, near Livingston 
Street, just before 7 pm. The 
30-year-old clerk was busy 
elsewhere when he realized the 
man was taking apart a display. 
He yelled at the man to stop, 
but the thief grabbed the phone 
and ran off. When the clerk 
checked the display, he realized 
one Sidekick and two Nokia- 
brand mobiles were missing. 


Meat mugging 

Calling all units: the turkey 
and salami are on the lam. 

A trio of gun-toting thieves 
made off with cold cuts instead of 
cold cash when they took a deliv- 
eiy truck on March 9, police said. 

The perps raided the deli 
meat truck when it was idling 


Bay Ridgites hit with 
home litter summonses 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Residents of 73rd Street be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth av- 
enues returned home from 
work on Monday to discover 
litter summonses greeting 
them at the door — the latest 
example, some say, of an on- 
going ticket blitz in Bay 
Ridge. 

“At least seven people on 
the block received $25 tick- 
ets,” said resident Janice Schi- 
avo. “I am not going to pay 
this ticket because that would 
be an admission of guilt, and I 
am not guilty.” 

The trouble began when 
Schiavo was leaving to work 
on Monday morning and no- 
ticed a Sanitation officer going 
through her neighbor’s trash. 

“I didn’t really didn’t think 
much of it,’ said Schiavo. “I 
was late.” 

Too bad she didn’t stick 
around a little longer, because 
later in the day, she returned to 
discover that the agent had 
slapped her house with a sum- 

The violation on the ticket 
claims that she “used an im- 
proper container to store her 
recyclables,” which irked 
Schiavo, because she didn’t 
use a container, instead plac- 
ing her recyclables out in a 



Janice Schiavo got blitzed. 


clear plastic bag. 

“I started to talk with other 
people on my block, and 
everyone I spoke with re- 
ceived the same ticket and we 
didn’t use containers,” said 
Schiavo, who described her- 
self as a “radical environmen- 
talist from the ’60s” and, as 
such, vowed to fight the tick- 

The 73rd Street snafu 
comes after green warrior 
Theresa Maresco received two 
$100 citations for pieces of 
paper that were blown into her 
yard when she was not there, 
and another story about a 
woman who received a ticket 
for a dirty driveway — even 


though she doesn’t have a 
driveway! 

One local official discov- 
ered a little-known tool that 
Schiavo and others can use in 
their defense against the Sani- 
tation Department. 

“If you call the number on 
the back of the ticket to re- 
quest a hearing, you can also 
request the presence of the of- 
ficer who wrote the ticket,” 
said Eric Kuo, a spokesman 
for Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge). 

“If you get a ticket and you 
feel it was unfair, schedule the 
hearing, request the officer to 
appear, tell your side of the 
story, and there is a good 
chance that they will throw 
out the ticket,” Kuo said. 

A Sanitation spokesman 
would not discuss the specific 
violation against Schiavo, but 
insisted that “ticket blitzes” 

“I know the agency doesn’t 
‘ticket blitz,’ ” agency spokes- 
man Matthew LiPani said. “It 
is unlikely that the entire 
block got a ticket.” 

LiPani also said that Schia- 
vo’s specific violation could 
have been for a number of 

“It could be that there was 
household waste that she was- 
n’t aware of,” he said. 
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on Bond Street, near Baltic 
Street, around 5:20 am and 
pulled a gun on the driver. 

“Do you have any money?” 
one of the muggers insisted. 

When the victim told them, 
“No, it’s my first delivery,” the 
thieves became resourceful. 

“Then we’re going to take 
meat!” one announced before 
loading up on three turkey rolls, 
three beef rolls and a trio of 
salamis. 

In addition to the deli meats, 
police are now looking for three 
black men, all 5-foot-5, and 
ranging between 160 and 260 
pounds. More if they actually 
consumed the meat. 

Cabbie robbed 

This was one passenger that 
probably wasn’t worth the fare. 

A 35-year-old cab driver was 
attacked near a Red Hook deli 
in a robbery that may have been 
staged by a passenger he had 
picked up in Manhattan on 
March 10, police said. 

The driver arrived in Red 
Hook with his fare around 3 am, 
and the man asked if he could 
borrow the cabby’s cellphone to 
make a call. The driver agreed, 
and the passenger asked to be 
dropped off at a bodega on Wol- 
cott and Richards streets. 

When the driver pulled up, 
the passenger jumped out and 
ran into the store. And then, 
three strangers dashed out of 
the store and ran up to the dri- 
ver’s window and began to 
knock on the glass, insisting he 
give them money. 

The thugs reached inside and 
struggled briefly with the driv- 
er. The thieves — all described 
as white Hispanic men, 5-foot- 
6 and 154-pounds, and in their 
early 20s — managed to snatch 
two cellphones from the driver 
and then ran off. The passenger 
also fled. 

Mystery shooting 

A gunshot wound to the hip 
wasn’t the only thing that really 
hurt one Brooklyn man on 
March 11. 

Police were called to the cor- 
ner of Baltic and Bond streets 
after reports of a shooting 
around 11:30 pm. When they 
arrived, they found the victim 
bleeding from a single bullet 
wound on his right leg. 

A search produced several 22- 
caliber shells, but little informa- 
tion about the shooter. But a re- 
view of police records yielded an 
interesting tip: several warrants 
with the victim’s name on them. 
Police placed him under arrest on 
charges unrelated to the shooting 


while he was getting treated at 
Bellevue Hospital. 

Now that really hurts. 

Slumber mug 

Talk about a nightmare. 

A man claimed two armed 
men tried to rob him while he 
was sleeping in a Sackett Street 
basement on March 9, police 
said. 

The victim was in bed 
around 1 am when the attackers 
appeared in his room, in a 
building near Henry Street. One 
mugger pulled out a black gun 
and pointed it at the sleeping 
man, while the other thief beat 
him with a stick. Both demand- 
ed that he give them money. 

The bmtes tried in vain to 
search his pockets and eventual- 
ly ran off, empty-handed. The 
victim got a free trip to Lutheran 
Medical Center, but told police 
he cannot identify his attackers. 

Red Hook burg 

A thief struck a commercial 
building on Beard Street and 
made off with a pair of iPods, a 
camera and $500, police said. 

The burglar broke into the 
multi-business building at the 
base of Van Brunt Street, be- 
tween 10:30 pm on March 7 
and 8:15 am the following day. 
Once the thief snuck through 
the ground-floor entrance and 
busted the lock on a second- 
floor office door, he swiped the 
valuables and disappeared. 


I'll be your bridge 
from where you are to 
where you want to be 


Ellen Gottlieb H 
Brooklyn* 


Realty, Ltd. 

21 1 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.ct 



888 Broadway • Bklyn, NY 11206 

Tel. 71^602-1322 

FOR RATES ARID CLASS TIMES LOG ON TO: 

www.salsasalsadancestudio.com 



jt-i ■fm lii'i 

OtescentS 


LACROSSE IN BROOKLYN!!! 

Boys and girls ages 7 to 14 come join 
the Brooklyn Crescents Youth Lacrosse team 

Lacrosse combines the skills of soccer and basketball 
No experience necessary - we’ll teach you! 

Come see for yourself: FREE CLINICS 
at the Prospect Park Parade Grounds 3/27 and 3/29 
and at Brooklyn Tech HS Field 4/1 and 4/15 
For more info: brooklyncrescents@yahoo.com 
http://brooklyncrescents.googlepages.com 


COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS 











4 psz 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


March 17, 2007 



MISSION STATEMENT: 


78th Precinct 


TWO LOCATIONS! 

55 4th Avenue • Bklyn, NY 


f. 

Bet. Bergen & Dean Street 

888 Broadway • Bklyn, NY 11206 

Tel. 718-602-1322 

FOR RATES ARID CLASS TIMES LOG ON TO: 

www.salsasalsadancestudio.com 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare S boarding 

/Ya 718 222-4900 

/ *~' N m 7am-lOpm weekdays, Qam-iOpm weekends 




yam-iopm weekdays, 9 am-iOpm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 6 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 5 long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


The Choice is Yours 


Bookworm beaten at GAP 


LACROSSE IN BROOKLYN!!! 

Boys and girls ages 7 to 14 come join 
the Brooklyn Crescents Youth Lacrosse team 

Lacrosse combines the skills of soccer and basketball 
No experience necessary - we’ll teach you! 

Come see for yourself: FREE CLINICS 
at the Prospect Park Parade Grounds 3/27 and 3/29 
and at Brooklyn Tech HS Field 4/1 and 4/15 
For more info: brooklyncrescents@yahoo.com 
http://brooklyncrescents.googlepages.com 


white man, dressed in blue 
jeans and a black tank top. 

Cleaned out 

The problem wasn’t that the 
maid went above and beyond 
the call of duty. But while she 
dusted and swept, a burglar 
paid a visit to the Fourth Street 
home, police said. 

The 63-year-old cleaning 
woman arrived for work around 
11:30 am on March 7, police 
said. It never occurred to her to 
check the locks on the back 
doors before she went upstairs 
and began her duties. 

But when she came down 
again, at around 2 pm, the back 
door was open and footprints 
led from the door into the living 
room. The room was also ran- 
sacked and $57 was missing, 
according to the homeowner, a 
47-year-old woman. 

Beer bust 

How much is your job 
worth? 

One victim had to mull that 
over when he was forced to 
chase after a thief who stole 
two cellphones from a beer 
company truck — and buy one 
of them back from the robber 
for $50 police said. 

The 35-year-old victim was 
making his rounds at 11:30 am 
on March 2, when he left his 
truck parked on Third Avenue, 
near Warren Street. The vehicle 
was not locked and, when he 
emerged from a store, he saw a 
man in tom, dirty clothes dash 
from the truck. 

The worker gave chase and 
caught up with the thief. But 
the man wouldn’t return either 
cellphone until he had $50 in- 

The victim paid out the mon- 
ey — for his own phone — but 
didn’t have the cash (or the de- 
sire, frankly) to buy back the 
company phone. 

Cell snatch 

A youngster lost his cell- 
phone to a thief who accosted 
him on Prospect Place on 
March 5, police said. 

The 11 -year-old victim was 
on his way home from school 
around 3:30 pm when he was 
robbed, between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues. A 6-foot-l black man, 
weighing 140 pounds and 
wearing a skullcap, demanded 


he turn over the phone. The boy 
did so, and the thief walked off 
with his property. 

Petty crime 101 

Call it the school of vandal- 
ism and minor theft. 

That was the lesson learned 
at a parochial school near 
Union Street and at Eighth Av- 
enue last week. Sometime be- 
tween 7:45 pm on March 5 and 
7:30 am the following day, a 
burglar sneaked into the facility, 
ripped two motion-detectors off 
the wall and stole a safe, valued 
at $50, a stack of bills and re- 
ceipts and $15 in singles. 

Hospital heist 

It may offer fine medical 
care, but apparently it isn’t safe 
from thieves. 

An employee at a Seventh 
Avenue hospital learned that the 
hard way on March 7, accord- 
ing to police. The woman left 
her bag under her desk on the 
third floor of the facility, at 
Sixth Street, at 8 am. When she 
went to reach for the bag at 
quitting time, around 4 pm, the 
purse was gone. 

The contents included vari- 
ous charge cards, her driver’s li- 
cense, a school ID, a cellphone 
and $140. 

Bodega bust 

Someone swiped $520 from a 
grocery store on Fourth Avenue 
and Union Street, police said. 

Thieves clipped the locks 
and stole $100 from the register 
and another $420 from a lock- 
box between 1 am and 6 am on 
March 6. When a 32-year-old 
clerk arrived for work that 
morning, he found the security 
gates down, but the locks miss- 
ing, and the cash register on the 
floor behind the counter. 

Quick hit 

A burglar stole two iPods, a 
wallet with ID, plus makeup 
and clothes worth over $100 
from an SUV parked on Fifth 
Avenue for less than an hour, 
police said. 

The 19-year-old driver parked 
the 2004 Nissan Pathfinder near 
Atlantic Avenue at 8:30 pm on 
March 4. When the woman, a 
Staten Island resident, returned at 
9 pm, the passenger-side win- 
dow was smashed and her bag 
was gone. 
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The story was filled with 
violence, but at least it came 
to a satisfying conclusion. 

Police arrested the woman 
who brutally beat and slashed 
an employee at the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s main branch 
on March 8. 

The 53-year-old worker was 
on duty at the Grand Army 
Plaza location around 12:30 pm 
when the woman attacked — 
without any warning or appar- 
ent reason. The brute bashed 


her on the head with a metal 
box and the blade-like edge 
sliced open the left side of the 
victim’s face. 

The attack earned the library 
worker a trip to New York 
Methodist Hospital, on Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope. Police 
arrested the 22-year-old attack- 
er on felony assault charges. 

Mystery attack 

Maybe it was all the sugar 
and caffeine. 

Whatever the reason, a thug 


brutally beat a 25-year-man in- 
side a donut shop on Fifth Av- 
enue on March 3, police said. 

The brute jumped the victim, 
a Harlem resident, inside the cof- 
fee and pastry franchise at Ninth 
Street moments before 4 am. He 
punched him several times in the 
face, leaving him with a broken 
nose and eye socket. 

The victim was treated to a 
trip to Kings County Hospital 
while police searched for the at- 
tacker, a 5-foot- 11, 220-pound 
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A Golden city 
on the hill? 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 




Matthew Lysiak 


Y ellow Hooker has a tendency 
to daydream. He’s not the only 
one, apparently. 

“Many community leaders have 
suggested that I run for mayor,” 
state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay 
Ridge) was saying the other day. 

“Whenever so many people of so 
many different backgrounds urge 
you to do something, you have to 
give it some thought.” 

From police officer to Council- 
man to state Senator to . . . Mayor 
of New York City? 

Inspired by the Senator’s words 
— and the lofty dreams behind 
them — I countered with some lofty day-dreaming of my own. 
In fact, I took the liberty of writing Golden’s 2014 inauguration 
speech — you know, for when he wins re-election. 

I had the words Brooklyn Conservative Party Chairman Jerry 
Kassar fresh in my mind. 

“Marty Golden would make a great mayor,” Kassar said. “He is 
a smart, hard-working, common-sense conservative who knows 
that lowering taxes is the key to economic development and keep- 
ing crime low is crucial if we are to improve our neighborhoods.” 
Drafting the speech wasn’t hard. Golden told me that his two 
political heroes were Ronald Reagan and Rudy Giuliani, so all I 
needed to do was put in all that “morning in America” and 
“crime doesn’t pay” rhetoric. Here goes: 

“Thank you, Bishop Sharpton, for that touching benediction. 
Friends, clergy, elected officials, honored guests, President 
Spitzer, and my fellow citizens: I am honored and humbled to 
begin my second term as the 109th mayor of New York City. 

“Over the past four years, I have met with New Yorkers who 
share the common belief that possibility and opportunity is the 
essence of New York — and the promise of tomorrow. 

“But let us not forget, four years ago, that optimism seemed in 
jeopardy. We worked together to divert a major fiscal crisis in 
2011 by using the new tax revenue generated by Turtle Bay Casi- 
no, built over the space where the United Nations used to stand. 

“My fellow citizens, let history say of us, ‘These were Gold- 
en years — when freedom gained new life, and when New York 
City reached for her best.’ I look forward to working with Gov. 
Gentile to see the realization of what is uniquely, our own, New 
York destiny.” 

I thought I’d done a pretty good job, so I sent the copy over 
to Golden’s chief aide, John Quaglione. 

“I liked ‘Golden years,’ but we are not commenting,” 
Quaglione said. (I considered that a victory!) 

I also emailed a copy to Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge), who didn’t mind trying on the term ‘Mayor Golden” for 
size (most likely because the term “Gov. Gentile” was still ring- 
ing in his ears!). 

“New York City is an important part of the empire state,” 
Gentile said. “I will do everything in my power as governor to 
help Mayor Golden succeed.” 

Could it happen? Could Marty Golden someday be Mayor 
Golden? If he mns, at least we know one thing: Yellow Hooker 
isn’t the only one with a fancy for daydreaming. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

State Sen. Marty Golden will be hosting his fifth annual 
“State Senator for a Day” contest, inviting local junior high school 
students to write a 250- word essay that begins with the words “If I 
were state Senator for a day. . .” (Our advice? Don’t try to kiss ass 
by starting with “If I were a state Senator for a day, I would raise 
salaries for all of our hard-working public servants in Albany.” The 
deadline for admissions is March 30. ... A man who quit the state 
Senate was back in the blazing spotlight last week, getting honored 
for donating artificial limbs to people mutilated in the civil war in 
Sierra Leone. Steven Mirones’s prosthetics firm Arimed made 
the donations. ... Students from the Brooklyn College and 
Pratt Institute chapters of the New York Public Interest Re- 
search Group were collecting empty bottles and cans in Bay 
Ridge on March 8 to promote a proposed “Bigger Better Bottle 
Bill.” The money raised from the collection will support the Bay 
Ridge Center for Older Adults' Meals on Wheels pro- 
gram. ... On a related note, while discussing recycling at last 
week’s Community Board 1 1 meeting, District Manager Howard 
Feuer revealed that he is a big fan of Borat. ... At least one 
union loves Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge). The five-term 
legislator’s belief in low taxes earned him a glorious rating of 66 
percent from the National Taxpayer Union’s annual review 
evaluation. And he sent out a press release about it? Of course; Fos- 
sella’s ranking is high for a New York legislator — most of whom, 
apparently, just want to tax and spend. . . . Yellow Hooker condo- 
lences to the family of beloved Bensonhurst activist Vincent 
Badalamenti. who recently succumbed to kidney disease at the 
age of 88 and will be greatly missed. Here’s hoping Vincent is al- 
lowed to take to heaven his wife Paulette’s recipe for the best meat- 
balls in Brooklyn. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 
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web cams - watch your dogplay 
curbside pick up and drop off 
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individual attention 
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STAIR LIFTS 


Four World War II vets participated in a thank-the-vets assembly at St. Anselm School. 

Vets to Ridge: War is hell 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

With the war in Iraq on 
their minds, a group of patriot- 
ic St. Anselm School students 
honored four World War II 
veterans at the other day, but it 
was the graying soldiers who 
offered up the most important 
words: War is hell. 

Teacher Cary Anne Fitzger- 
ald said the March 8 assembly 
began with the best intentions: 
to honor the service of the 


“Greatest Generation” — espe- 
cially given the students’ sup- 
port for the troops in Iraq. 

But the soldiers turned the 
event on its head, telling the 
students that war should be 
avoided at all costs. 

“I just hope and pray that 
you kids don’t have to ever go 
to war,” said veteran Tom Lus- 
nia. “No matter what you might 
believe, war is war, and war is 
nothing you want a piece of.” 
Another vet, Bemie Hogan- 
son, said he’d be happy if he 


never heard the word “war” 

“Whenever anyone starts 
talking about war, I immediate- 
ly feel negative about the whole 
thing,” he said. 

Fellow comrades Martin 
O’Reilly and Fred Schwally 
participated in assembly, hand- 
ing each student a “Certificate 
of Americanism.” 

At least one student equated 
the certificate with a require- 
ment to serve her country on 
the battlefield, despite the veter- 


an’s words to the contrary. 

“These veterans were brave 
guys,” said eighth-grader Sarah 
Allen. “I hope I would be able to 
do the same if the time comes.” 
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Victory finds partner 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Victory Memorial Hospital 
— at least part of it — has 
been saved, The Brooklyn Pa- 
per has learned. 

Local officials will announce 
next week that the beleaguered 
medical center — which filed 
for bankruptcy and was recom- 
mended for closure by a state 
committee last year — has 
found a partner to keep its busy 
emergency room, nursing home 
and birthing center open. 

“The community is in for a 
big surprise,” said Bill Guar- 
inello, new acting chair of the 
Dyker Heights hospital’s board 
of trustees. “People are going to 
be real pleased when they dis- 

The identity of the new part- 
ners is being kept under wraps, 
but neither Lutheran Hospital in 
Bay Ridge nor New York 
Methodist in Park Slope are in- 
volved, a source told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

Details of the plan, which is 
still being finalized, will show a 
reduced, but viable, role for the 
hospital. 

“There are still some hurdles 
to overcome, but it will be fi- 
nalized soon,” said Guarinello, 
who is also the chair of CB 1 1 . 





In this classic 2004 file photo, Rep. Vito Fossella presents a 
check to now-disgraced former Victory Memorial Hospital 
President Donald DiCunto (center). 
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The partnership means that 
Victory will retain its emer- 
gency room with holding beds, 
its diagnostic center, its nursing 
home, and its birth center, 
which handles over 2,000 new- 
borns a year, Guarinello added. 

Despite a state recommenda- 
tion to close, Victory is still a vi- 
tal cog in the neighborhood’s 
emergency medical machine. 
The center’s emergency room is 
at 104 percent capacity. 

The 254-bed hospital de- 
clared bankruptcy last Novem- 
ber amid scrutiny of the hospi- 
tal’s compensation practices, 
which included a $1.1 -million 
severance package for departing 
CEO Donald DiCunto. 

Guarinello believes that the 
presence of a new administra- 
tion sealed the still-to-be-an- 
nounced deal. 

“Let’s be honest, there was 
mismanagement under the pre- 


vious administration,” Guarinel- 
lo said, “We are now looking 
forward to having a clean slate.” 

Guarinello disagrees with the 
state’s recommendation that 
Victory should close and be- 
lieves that time will prove the 
Berger Commission wrong. 

“During the next five years, 
they will realize that the com- 
munity needs these facilities,” 
Guarinello said. 

Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge) fought for Victory, claim- 
ing that the Berger Commission 
used outdated statistics to under- 
estimate the importance of the 
facility. 

This week, he hailed Victo- 
ry’s victory as one for the com- 
munity. 

“I look forward to continuing 
to work with them and commu- 
nity leaders to ensure important 
medical care remains available 
in our community,” he said. 


Meet the Writers... 




N ancy Knilik 

Katie Kazoo Series & 

Teen Novel Ripped at the Seams 

Saturday, March 24th 
at 3:00 p.m. 


Nancy Krulik is the author of more than 100 books for 
children and young adults, including three New York 
Times bestsellers. She is best known, for being the author 
And creator of the Katie Kazoo Switcheroo book series, 
which has brought her to the attention of second, third, 
and fourth graders nationwide. 



J udith L indbeigh 

‘Thrall’s Tale 

Discussion / Signing 

Saturday, March 31st at 3:00 p.m. 

Judith Lindbergh's work has appeared in Archaeology magazine and in 
connection with the Smithsonian's exhibition Vikings: The North 
Atlantic Saga. The Thrall's Tale is her first novel 
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Mon-Fri: 8am-llpm; Sat-Sun: 9am-9pm • • Free Parking 
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Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 


^ IS! 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage)- 


Dr. Tony is recognized as i 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
*with a puchase of MDI 


of the Mini Dental Implant. 

Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 
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EXCLUSIVE: BROOKLYN REAL ESTATE MAGNATE TALKS TO THE PAPER 


Boymelgreen quits B’klyn — for now 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s luxury condo 
boom is petering out — at least 
according to one of the bor- 
ough’s biggest developers. 

Real-estate tycoon Shaya Boy- 
melgreen told The Brooklyn Paper 
last week that won’t start any new 
Brooklyn projects until the glut in 
luxury condos dissipates. 

“We are more finishing and 
continuing [our current projects],” 
said Boymelgreen. “The high fe- 
ver of condominiums and real es- 
tate is slowing down.” 

“[But] when [my] properties 
[are] absorbed and sold, I’m com- 
ing in again.” 

This bearish assessment comes 
from the man who remade the face 
of Brooklyn, adding 1,500 apart- 
ments across the borough in just 13 
years, from smaller developments 
like the Park Slope Estates on Sec- 
ond Street to large-scale projects 
like the Beacon Tower, the 23-story, 
79-unit skyscraper in DUMBO. 

Meanwhile, the 12-floor NOVO 
Park Slope, on Fourth Avenue and 
Fourth Street, just went on the 
market, and the apartments are 
selling briskly. Another 70 Boy- 
melgreen condos, on Fourth Av- 
enue and Second Street, will enter 
the fray in a few months. 

With Brooklyn on the back burn- 
er, the developer has plenty of other 
cities laying claim to his attentions. 
His $8-billion portfolio spans the 
globe, fan the Punjab to Tel Aviv. 

Fellow developers said Boy- 
melgreen’s pullout made sense — 
especially for a kingpin who spe- 
cializes in mammoth, “cookie-cut- 
ter,” projects. 

Real-estate broker Roslyn 
Huebener said she wasn’t sur- 
prised that Boymelgreen would sit 



Unlike Bruce Ratner, developer Shaya Boymelgreen had the guts 
to sit down with The Brooklyn Paper and share his vision. 


it out for a while. 

“Boymelgreen’s just being cau- 
tious, and he can afford to be,” said 
Huebener, of Aguayo and Hueben- 
er Realty. “Other young upstarts 
are anxious to get in, and they will 
probably do well.” 

In a wide-ranging, hourlong in- 
terview with The Brooklyn Paper, 
Boymelgreen also said: 

• That Fourth Avenue will become 
a new “Park Avenue.” “It depends on 
the city [to rezone] the Gowanus 
Canal area to residential. Four years 
ago, we started buying property [in 

the Gowanus Canal area] All this 

area was empty. And so I said, ‘Look 
at the canal. It [could] be a beautiful 
place.’ And the dty said, ‘Yes, Shaya. 
We would like to see somebody 
come.’ That’s why I bought it.” 


• That he supports Atlantic Yards: 
“Shaya Boymelgreen is a developer. 
I beiieve developers are building 
cities, building neighborhoods. ... 
Of course we have to watch them to 
make sure it’s not just about the dol- 
lar. ... I think that Ratner took a 
very, very special architect who will 
give Brooklyn a very special flavor. 
If you ask me, can you improve it, 
I’d say, yes, you can improve any- 
thing, anywhere, endlessly. I’m sure 
you get up in the morning and look 
in the mirror and you could work on 
your face and then you can go on 

and on and not go to wotk When 

I heard Ratner was going to build 
here, I said, ‘Wow, jobs, new park- 
ing, new stores.’ It’s all prosperity.” 

• That opposition from unions 
and neighborhood groups doesn’t 


bother him, although sometimes 
his finished products do: “If you 
are going to use union labor, you 
will lose your shirt. It costs you 40 
percent more. And who will buy a 
house at 40 percent more? ... If 
you show a bunch of people any- 
thing, from a woman to a building 
to clothes, they’ll all have a differ- 
ent opinion. Sometimes, I see 
something in my head that I think 
will be beautiful. But at the end of 
the day, it doesn’t come out like I 
want, because of the zoning, be- 
cause of the architect, because of 
the finishing. You’re not 100 per- 
cent in control. . . . Sometimes I see 
something that’s finished, and I 
can’t quite change it.” 

Read the full interview at www. 
BrooklynPaper.com. 


Prices are up, just not as much 


The Brooklyn Paper 


Property prices did con- 
tinue to rise in Brooklyn 
last year, but at a rate that’s 

the year before, according 
to the report put out last 
week by the Real Estate 
Board of New York. 

For example, in 2006, the 
median sale price for a 
Brooklyn apartment grew 
only 15 percent, in contrast 
to a 38 percent increase 
from 2004 to 2005. 

DUMBO continued to be 
the hottest condo market in 


2006, with apartment prices 
growing 2 percent to a me- 
dian of $998,000 each. But 
last year’s report showed a 
27-percent increase. 

“The rate of increase for 
2006 was not as large as the 
rate of increase for 2005,” 
said Mike Slattery, a senior 
vice president at REBNY. 
“There was a perception in 
the market that things were 
slowing, and interest rates had 
risen a bit.” 

The market might not be 
growing as quickly as last 
year, but Slattery was hardly 


bearish about Brooklyn real 

Here are some highlights 
of the report (or lowlights, 
as the case may be): 

• Greenpoint prices sky- 
rocketed, with the median 
price of an apartment rising 
65 percent, from $388,000 in 
2005 to $641,000 in 2006. 

• Clinton Hill and the Co- 
lumbia Street waterfront also 
made impressive gains, with 
median prices growing 30 
percent and 36 percent, re- 
spectively. The median price 
for an apartment in Clinton 


Hill is now $384,000, while a 
Columbia Street apartments 
costs about $596j000. 

• In order of decreasing 
value, the most expensive 
neighborhoods are DUMBO, 
Carroll Gardens, Greenpoint, 
Cobble Hill, and Vinegar Hill. 

• In Prospect Heights, 
one-, two-, and three-family 
home prices also gained im- 
pressive ground, with the 
median price growing a jaw- 
dropping 50 percent, from 
$800,000 in 2005 to $1.2 
million in 2006. 

— Rubinstein 


Boom goes bust 


nany Brooklyn neighborhoods an 


MORE ONLINE: INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT www.BrooklynPaper.a 



Shaya Boymelgreen's Beacon Tower in DUMBO. 



TRUCK YOU 

Unwelcome wagon for Shaya 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

They’ve tried inflatable rats. They’ve tried lawsuits. But 
now opponents of developer Shaya Boymelgreen are using 
a rolling ad track to get their message out. 

Last week, a group of labor activists rolled through the 
Gowanus Canal zone in a truck covered in a four-foot banner 
proclaiming “Brooklyn Beware!” and directing people to 
their Web site, shayaiscoming.org. 

Shayaiscoming.org is a coalition between the Laborers’ 
Union and the affordable housing advocacy group ACORN, 
which opposes the developer’s use of the city’s controversial 
421-a tax break for luxury developments. 

Only 73 of the 1,317 housing units the developer has built 
in the city are priced at below-market levels, according to 
ACORN spokesman Jonathan Rosen. 

Union leaders said the big-wheeled banner would be rolling 
through Brooklyn regularly to highlight Boymelgreen’s 
record, which they complain includes using non-union work- 
ers and failing to pay them overtime wages (the state attorney 
general is looking into that charge). 

The timing of the new anti-Boymelgreen campaign is not 
a coincidence: the city is currently moving forward with its 
rezoning of the gritty area — a decision that will shape 
Boymelgreen’s “Gowanus Village” development. 

Boymelgreen’s spokeswoman Rebecca Regal said the track 
“distorts our position and mischaracterizes our achievements.” 
She added that the developer’s “Gowanus Village” plan in- 
cludes affordable housing. 


RATNER... 

Continued from page 1 

joined by Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
in decrying the city land buy. 

“There is no reason for the government to directly subsi- 
dize a private construction project,” said Yassky. 

A spokesperson for the EDC said the land would eventual- 
ly be owned by the state, which would then give the develop- 
er a long-term lease so he could build the arena, public open 
space and residential buildings on it. 

This sort of land transfer is a common way that govern- 
ments lower a developer’s building costs while maintaining 
some control over the site’s future, planning experts said. 

But a veteran city planner said the deal reminded him of an 
earlier — and dirtier — era in New York’s history when the city 
would buy land and then sell it at reduced rates to developers. 

“The difference in this case is that the project is not the 
city’s plan, it is part of a private developer’s plan,” said Ron 
Shiffman, a former New York City planning commissioner 
and a critic of Atlantic Yards. 

He likened the $ 100-million allocation amounted to a free 
land coupon. 

“They’re giving it away,” Shiffman said. 

The city’s budget office declined to comment on the so- 
called coupon. 

Earlier this year, a spokesman for Mayor Bloomberg defend- 
ed the $205-million contribution — double what the city had 
originally promised to contribute — as a small price to pay for 
the largest development project in the history of Brooklyn. 

“This project will create jobs, provide affordable housing 
and generate billions of dollars in tax revenue,” said the 
spokesman, John Gallagher. 

But while the city contribution to Atlantic Yards has gone 
up, the tax revenue that the project is expected to generate has 
gone down. 

Over the summer, state officials said the project would 
generate $1.5 billion over 30 years. It is now projected to gen- 
erate $944 million over the same time period — or just $15 
million per year for the city and state. 

In light of those numbers, local lawmakers questioned why 
the city is spending its limited funds to boost a private developer. 

“The first job of government should be to make sure that 
the neighborhoods surrounding Atlantic Yards are protected 
from harmful impacts and that itself will require significant 
investment,” Yassky said. 


Every Child Deserves A Great Education 

Charter schools are a great public education alternative offering families rigorous academics 
in small, safe learning environments. Charter schools are PUBLIC SCHOOLS focused on high 
academic achievement and preparing students for college. No tuition or fees are charged. 

Here's how to enroll your child in a great public charter school: 

Pick one of 60 public charter schools in New York City (see map with contact info) 

Call schools for dates of 2007 open houses and application deadlines. 

All public charter school students are admitted through an open lottery of 
applicants. Most lotteries for admittance are held from Feb through April. 


BRONX 


BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS: 

950 Longfellow Avenue, Bronx, NY 10474 
Tel: 718-893-1042, Fox: 718-893-7910 

BRONX CHARTER FOR BETTER LEARNING: 

3740 Baychester Avenue, (Annex), Bronx, NY 10466 
Tel: 718-655-6660, Fax: 718-655-5555 

THE BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN: 

388 Willis Avenue, Bronx, NY 10454 
Tel: 718-402-3300, Fax: 718-402-3258 

BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR EXCELLENCE: 

1960 Benedict Ave, Bronx, NY, 10462 
Tel: 718-828-7301, Fox: 718-828-7302 

BRONX LIGHTHOUSE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1001 Intervale Avenue, Bronx, NY, T0459 
Tel: 646-91 5-0025, Fox: 646-9150037 

BRONX PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

3872 3rd Avenue, Bronx, NY 10457 
Tel: 718-2940841, Fax: 718-294-2381 

CARL C. ICAHN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1525 Brook Avenue, Bronx, NY 10457 
Tel: 718-716-8105, Fax: 718-7166716 

FAMILY LIFE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

14 West 170tli Street, Bronx, NY 10452 
Tel: 718-410-8100, Fax: 718-4100800 

GRAND CONCOURSE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

116-18 East 1 69th Street, Bronx, New York 1 0452 
Tel: 718-590-1300, Fox: 718-772-7949 

l HARRIET TUBMAN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

3565 3rd Avenue, Bronx New York 10456 
Tel: 718-537-9912, Fox: 718-537-9858 

. HYDE LEADERSHIP CHARTER SCHOOL: 

730 Bryant Avenue, Bronx, NY 10474 
Tel: 718-991-5500, Fox: 718-842-8617 

!. INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP CHARTER SCHOOL: 

2900 Exterior Street, Bronx NY 10463 
Tel: 718-562-2300, Fox: 718-562-2235 

. KIPP ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

250 Eost 156th Street, Bronx, NY 10451 
Tel: 718-665-3555, Fox: 718-5857982 

. SOUTH BRONX CHARTER SCHOOL FOR INTRN'L CULTURES & 
THE ARTS: 

383 Eost 139th Street, Room 314 Bronx, NY 10454 
Tel: 718-401-9216, Fox: 718-401-9219 

. SOUTH BRONX CLASSICAL CHARTER SCHOOL: 

977 Fox Street, Bronx, NY 10459 
Tel: 718-860-4340, Fox: 718-8604125 


BROOKLYN 


. ACHIEVEMENT FIRST BUSHWICK CHARTER SCHOOL: 

84 Schaefer Street, Brooklyn, NY 11 207 
Tel: 718455-1594 

. ACHIEVEMENT FIRST CROWN HEIGHTS CHARTER SCHOOL: 

790 Eost NY Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11203 
Tel: 718-774-07-62, Fox: 718-7748830 

. ACHIEVEMENT FIRST - EAST NY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

557 Pennsylvanio Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11207 
Tel: 718485-4924, Fox: 718-342-5194 
. ACHIEVENT FIRST ENDEAVOR CHARTER SCHOOL: 

850 Kent Avenue 5th Floor, Brooklyn, NY, 1 1 205 
Tel: 718-622-4786, Fox: 718-789-1649 
I. BEGINNING WITH CHILDREN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

Main School Address: 1 1 Bartlett Street, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 206 
Middle School Address: 1 85 Ellery Street, Brooklyn NY, 1 1 206 
Main School: Tel: 71 8-388-8847 Middle School: Tel: 71 8-38441 54, Fax: 
718-388-8936 


21. BROOKLYN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

545 Willoughby Avenue, 5th Floor Brooklyn, NY 1 1 233 
Tel: 718-302-2085, Fox: 718-302-2426 

22. BROOKLYN EXCELSIOR CHARTER SCHOOL: 

856 Quincy Street, Brooklyn, NY 11 221 
Tel: 718-246-5681, Fox: 718-246-5864 

23. COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP CHARTER SCHOOL: 

241 Emerson Place, Brooklyn, NY 11205 
Tel: 718-399-3824, Fox: 718-399-2149 

24. COMMUNITY ROOTS CHARTER SCHOOL: 

51 Soint Edwards Street, Brooklyn, NY, 1 1 205 
Tel: 718-858-1629 Fox: 718-858-1754 

25. EAST NEW YORK PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

400 Ashford Street, Room 209, Brooklyn NY, 1 1 207 
Tel: 718-277-0213, Fox: 718-484-0787 

26. EXCELLENCE CHARTER SCHOOL OF BEDFORD STUYVESANT: 

225 Potchen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11233 
Tel: 718-638-1830, Fax: 718-638-2548 

27. EXPLORE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

15 Snyder Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11 226 
Tel: 718-703-4484, Fax: 718-703-8550 

28. HELLENIC CLASSICAL CHARTER SCHOOL: 

646 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Tel: 718499-0957, Fox: 718-499-0959 

29. KIPP A.M.P. CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1224 Park Place, 4th Floor Brooklyn, NY 11213 
Tel: 718-943-3710, Fax: 718-774-36-73 

30. LEADERSHIP PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

600 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 6 (3rd floor) 

Tel: 718-636-0360, Fox: 718-636-0747 

31. UFT CHARTER SCHOOL: 

Middle School: 800 Van Siden Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 207 
Elementary School: 300 Wyona Street, Brooklyn, NY 11207 
Middle School: Tel: 718449-0650 Elementary School: Tel: 718-922-0438 

33. WILLIAMSBURG COLLEGIATE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1 57 Wilson Street, 6th Floor Brooklyn, NY 1 121 1 

Tel: 718-302-4018, Fax: 718-302-4641 

32. WILLIAMSBURG CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL: 

424 Leonard Street, 4th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11222 
Tel: 718-782-9830 No extension, Fox: 718-782-9834 

MANHATTAN 

34. AMBER CHARTER SCHOOL: 

220 East 106th Street, New York, NY 10029 
Tel: 212-534-9667, Fox: 212-534-6225 

35. DEMOCRACY PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

222 West 1 34th Street, 3rd Floor New York, NY 10030 
Tel: 212-281-1248, Fox: 212-2834302 

36. FUTURE LEADERS INSTITUTE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

134 West 122nd Street, New York, NY 10027 
Tel: 212-678-2868 Fox: 212-666-2749 

37. GIRLS PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

333 East 4th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 1 0009 
Tel: 212-388-0241 Fox: 212-388-1086 

38. HARBOR SCIENCES AND ARTS CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1 Eost 104th Street, Suite 603, New York, NY 10029 

Tel: 212427-2244 x627, Fox: 212-360-7429 

39. HARLEM CHILDREN'S ZONE/PROMISE ACADEMY CHARTER 

SCHOOL: 49. 

Moin School Address: 35 East 1 25th Street, 2nd, New York, NY 1 0035 

Lower School Address: 1 75 West 1 34th Street, New York, NY 1 0030 
Middle School: Tel: 21 2-534-0700 Elementary School: Tel: 21 2-368-3470, 50. 
Fox: 212-234-2340 

HARLEM CHILDREN'S ZONE/PROMISE ACADEMY II CHARTER 



SCHOOL: 

2005 Modison Avenue, New York, 

Tel: 917-492-1481 Fax: 917492-1576 


10035 


41. HARLEM DAY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

240 Eost 123rd Street, New York, NY 10035 
Tel: 212-876-9953, Fox: 212-876-7519 

42. HARLEM LINK CHARTER SCHOOL: 

134 West 122nd Street, New York, NY 10027 
Tel: 646472-7998 Fax: 212-666-4248 

43. HARLEM VILLAGE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

244 W 1 44 St, 4th Floor New York, NY 10030 
Tel: 646-548-9570, Fax: 646-548-9576 

44. HARLEM SUCCESS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

34 West 1 18th Street, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10026 
Tel: 646-277-7170, Fox: 212457-5659 

45. KIPP INFINITY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

625 West 133rd Street, New York, NY 10027 
Tel: 212-991-2600 Fox: 212-234-8396 

46. KIPP S.T.A.R. COLLEGE PREP CHARTER SCHOOL: 

433 W. 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027 
Tel: 212-991-2650, Fax: 212-666-4723 

47. LEADERSHIP VILLAGE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

31 5 Eost 1 1 3th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 1 0029 
Tel: 212876-1829, Fax: 646417-5174 

48. MANHATTAN CHARTER SCHOOL: 

100 Attorney Street, New York, NY 10002 
Tel: 212-364-8730, Fox: 2124994281 

49. NEW HEIGHTS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1818 Amsterdam Avenue, New York, NY 1 0031 
Tel: 212-283-5400, Fax: 917-507-9314 

NY CENTER FOR AUTISM CHARTER SCHOOL: 

433 Eost 100th Street, New York NY 10029 
Tel: 212860-2580 Fox: 212-860-2960 

51. THE OPPORTUNITY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

240 West 1 1 3th Street, 4th floor, New York, NY 1 0026 
Tel: 212866-6137, Fox: 212-665-7436 


52. ROSS GLOBAL ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

52 Chambers Street, New York, NY 10007 
Tel: 212-374-3884, Fox: 212-233-8758 

53. SISULU WALKER CHILDREN'S ACADEMY/HARLEM PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOL: 

125 West 11 5th Street, New York, NY 10026 
Tel: 212-6638217, Fax: 212866-5793 

54. JOHN V. LINDSAY WILDCAT ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

17 Battery Piece, New York, NY 10004 
Tel: 212-209-6037, Fox: 212835-3874 

QUEENS 

55. MERRICK ACADEMY/QUEENS PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL: 

20781 Jamaica Avenue, Queens Village, NY 1 1 428 
Tel: 718-479-3753, Fox: 718479-8108 

56. OUR WORLD NEIGHBORHOOD CHARTER SCHOOL: 

36-12 35th Avenue, Astoria, NY 11 106 
Tel: 718-392-3405 Fax: 718-392-2840 

57. PENINSULA PREPARATORY ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL: 

1110 Foam Ploce, For Rockowoy, NY 1 1 691 
Tel: 718-471-7220, Fox: 718471-7385 

58. RENAISSANCE CHARTER SCHOOL: 

35-59 81st Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372 
Tel: 718-8038060, Fox: 718803-3785 

OPENING IN FALL 2007 

59. BEDFORD-STUYVESANT COLLEGIATE CHARTER SCHOOL 


For more information on NYC public charter schools, or employment 
opportunities with charter schools, please contact the 


NEW YORK CITY CENTER FOR CHARTER SCHOOL EXCELLENCE 


21 2-437-8330, or visit our Web site: www.nycchartercenter.org 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


The Ratner ripoff 


T his newspaper asked another 

in a series of very reasonable questions 
about the public financing of the Atlantic 
Yards project this week and was told, yet again, 
that we don’t have a right to know the full ex- 
tent of the way taxpayers are underwriting 
Bruce Ratner’s risk-free $4-billion Xanadu. 

This week, we asked city officials why they 
will spend $100 million to buy land within Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards footprint. 

It’s a reasonable question, given that Ratner has 
already bought up most of the land — some of it 
at a reduced price, courtesy of his state lackeys. 
Those same supposed stewards of our tax dollars 
have promised to condemn whatever land Ratner 
was unable to buy and turn it over to him. 

So why is the city — which has already 
pledged $105 million towards “infrastructure 
improvements” around Atlantic Yards — buying 


$100 million in land? 

The city officials won’t tell us. And when 
they won’t tell us, they aren’t telling you — the 
people whom they are hired to serve. 

People who do real estate for a living, howev- 
er, were happy to tell us what is going on. Such 
big land acquisitions, a former City Planning 
commissioner told us, are a shell game in which 
the city purchases land, transfers it to the state, 
which then leases it back to a big developer for 
99 years at a cost of $1 a year. 

The result, the former official told our reporter 
Ariella Cohen, is a huge savings for the developer. 

Now, this newspaper has no problem with the 
city doing the necessary infrastructure work — 
laying sewer lines, installing lights, etc. — to 
encourage private development. 

But we don’t understand why it is the taxpay- 
ers’ job to cut costs for Ratner’s land acquisition. 


In vague terms, the Bloomberg Administra- 
tion has said that Atlantic Yards will generate so 
much tax revenue that the city is justified in 
spending these relatively minor expenditures of 
taxpayer money — $205 million (and counting, 
the mayor has said). 

But the city taxpayer contribution towards mak- 
ing Bruce Ratner a billionaire is increasingly look- 
ing like a sucker deal for us: In less than one year, 
the city has already allocated $205 million to Rat- 
ner (not counting other tax breaks and the cost of 
mitigating the project’s massive environmental im- 
pact) — yet Atlantic Yards will only generate $472 
million in tax revenue for the dty over the next 30 
years, according to Ratner’s own figures. 

And they won’t tell us why. 

The reason? They’re using your money to 
save Bruce Ratner his — and they’d prefer that 
you didn’t know that. 



LETTERS 


Whole Food’s ‘green’ answers aren’t kosher 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


To the editor, 

Whole Foods’ response to our request that 
they make a few environmentally friendly de- 
sign modifications to their planned inaugural 
Brooklyn store is both disappointing and sur- 
prising, given that the company’s own “Decla- 
ration of Interdependence” states that Whole 
Foods measures its success in part by "improve- 
ment in the state of the environment, and local 
and larger community support” (“Whole Foods 
to neighbors: Drive on over,” Feb. 24). 

It’s also quite disappointing that Whole 
Foods chose to respond to our offer of a 
“constructive, ongoing dialogue” with a flat 
“no can do” — not even to us, but to your re- 
porter. That from a company that claims “bet- 
ter communication equals better understand- 

Whole Foods’ statement to The Brooklyn 
Paper that its parking plan features the “appro- 
priate” number of spaces, and that a green roof 
would not be “feasible,” just don’t hold water. 

At approximately 65 spaces per 1,000 
square feet of building space, their parking plan 
is much more suited to a suburban location. In 
fact, the National Parking Association recom- 
mends just 4.5 spaces per 1 ,000 square feet to 
meet peak parking demand for shopping centers 
under 600,000 square feet in size. That would 
translate to just 288 spaces for Whole Foods. 

Whole Foods could also learn from the Fair- 
way store in Red Hook. Fairway is nearly as 
large as the planned Whole Foods, and the vast 
majority of shoppers drive. Yet Fairway’s park- 
ing lot has only 300 spaces, and on a recent Sat- 


urday afternoon, the lot was only two-thirds full. 

For a comparison closer to home, a total of 
just 405 Park Slope Food Co-op members 
used the Co-op’s discounted parking at the 
Union Street Garage during the entire month 
of December. Though the Food Co-op has 
more than 12,000 members, fewer shoppers 
utilize off-street parking in a month than 
Whole Foods would have parking spaces. 

And like the Co-op, the Whole Foods site is 
less than half a mile from three subway stops. 

It’s also a shock to realize that, according to 
Whole Foods’ own projections of 1 500 daily 
car trips, the store would generate about as many 
car trips annually — more than half a million — 
as the basketball arena planned for the Atlantic 
Yards project. Yet the public has had no official 
opportunity to weigh in on the store’s plan. 

As for the green roof, we’re not quite sure 
what Whole Foods means by “not feasible.” The 
store they’re planning to build in Madison, Wis- 
consin will feature a green roof. And they’ve in- 
stalled solar roofs in several other locations, in- 
cluding Edgewater, New Jersey. Given the 
ecological fragility of the Gowanus basin, such 
building features should be a given. Yet Whole 
Foods doesn’t appear to feel that Brooklyn de- 
serves the same consideration — and environ- 
mentally friendly measures — as other places. 

Furthermore, Whole Foods makes no men- 
tion of any transportation-management plan, 
other than the large parking lot. Since 60 percent 
of the households in the neighborhoods sur- 
rounding the planned store do not own cars, it 
would seem to be in Whole Foods’ interest to 


take steps to cater to the non-driving majority of 
potential customers. Yet to our knowledge, they 
have no plans to implement anything like jitney 
service to transit hubs or delivery vans (which 
could be electric), substantial bike parking or 
any other alternative mode of transport. 

The Manhattan Rickshaw Co. has said it 
would be thrilled to develop a pedicab service for 
Whole Foods — if Whole Foods is interested. 

Park Slope Neighbors intends to continue to 
gather signatures, and if Whole Foods won’t re- 
spond, we will take up our cause with our elect- 
ed officials. We intend to continue our campaign 
until Whole Foods agrees to take steps to — in 
the words of their own company philosophy — 
"promote environmental stewardship.” 

Editor's note: This letter, officially from the Park 
Slope Neighbors group, was signed by David Alquist, 
Michael Cairl, Paul Heller, Mami Horwitz, David 
Kenny, Eric McClure, Aaron Naparstek, Kimberly 
Neuhaus, Steven O'Neill, Jeff Thant, Lumi Rolley 
and Geoff Zink. 

One thumb up 

To the editor, 

I usually write to you about the events and 
the work of the day, but I am writing to tell 
you about the movie, “Bamako.” 

This may be the best film I’ve seen during 
this decade. I strongly urge you to find a way 
to break away for a few hours to see it. Set in 
Mali, it is equally a gripping examination of 
globalization and poverty as it is a very hu- 
man and poetic glimpse of the lives of every- 
day people in the developing world. 


It will be at the Film Forum on Houston 
Street through Tuesday. Wherever you are, try to 
find it. It will really help you think about where 
the world is going and what we can do about it. 

Bill DeBlasio, Park Slope 

Editor's note: The writer is a member of the City 

stituents, should he wish to apply for the coveted job 
of movie critic at The Brooklyn Paper, we'll have to 
see some references. 

B’klyn’sonthemove 

To the editor, 

I can sympathize with concerns about the 
development of the BAM Cultural District, but 
Dana Rubenstein’s piece was reflexive, knee- 
jerk Brooklyn boosterism (“Manhattan dancers 
in Brooklyn? Fuhgedaboudit!” March 3). 

Danspace Project is not a “dance troupe.” 
Urban Bush Women is a great dance troupe 
that tours and has offices right here in Fort 
Greene. MoCADA is a museum with a space 
right here in Fort Greene. 

Of these three, only Danspace would seem 
to be the organization to run a performance 
space year round. And if Councilwoman Leti- 
tia James and the Rev. Clinton Miller both- 
ered to research Danspace, they might have 
discovered that many of the choreographers 
and dance companies that have performed in 
that East Village space were either from 
Brooklyn or had members who reside here. 

My point? 

Danspace is a great addition to the Brook- 
lyn community that does not reflect Manhat- 


tan, but reflects the world and the diversity 
that exists right here in Brooklyn. 

Don Palmer, Fort Greene 

Editor's note: Dana Rubinstein's article was in- 
deed "reflexive" — it reflected local concerns about 
the inclusion of a Manhattan-based company in the 
BAM Cultural District. If the story was perceived as 
“Brooklyn boosterism, " so be it, we will not apologize 
for boosting this borough or its residents' concerns. 

Blame Long Island 

To the editor, 

So, Transportation Alternatives thinks it 
has solved the mystery of the lack of parking 
in Park Slope (“Park Choke,” March 3). 

But everyone seems to forget the large 
amount of commuters who enter the neigh- 
borhood in the wee hours to take the spots va- 
cated by those residents of the Park Slope 
who leave for work. 

These commuters who arrive on my block 
are only parking here for the conveniece of 
free space to hop on the subway to their jobs 
in Manhattan. Many of these commuters are 
from the outer suburbs and Long Island. 

A residential parking program may free up 
these spaces for the use of other residents and 
in turn free up the traffic and meter parking. 

There was a time in the mid- to late- 1990s 
when my Park Slope block always had emp- 
ty spaces in which to park — and it was be- 
cause all those commuters were too afraid to 
leave their newer model cars sitting all day 
waiting for a break in. 

Don Doe, Park Slope 




“We choose New York Methodist” 


Live the Loft Life 


THE FINEST PHYSICIANS. ..THE FINEST HEALTH CARE. 

1 . Sabita Moktan, M.D., Director, Diabetes Resource and Education Center 

2. Louis Camilien, M.D., Vice Chairman, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology 

3. Jane Fong, M.D., Director, Division of Pediatric Critical Care Medicine 

4. Miran Salgado, M.D., Chairman, Department of Neurology and Rehabilitation Medicine 

5. Anthony Tortolani, M.D., Chairman, Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery 

6. Martin Zonenshayn, M.D., Chief, Division of Neurosurgery 

7. Suhail Raoof, M.D., Chief, Division of Pulmonology and Critical Care Medicine 

8. Alexandra Degenhardt, M.D., Director, Multiple Sclerosis Center 

9. John Heitner, M.D., Director, Nuclear Cardiology/Advanced Cardiac Imaging 

10. Arthur Sung, M.D., Director, Interventional Pulmonology 

1 1 . Mona Elkomos-Botros, M.D., Chief, Division of Rehabilitation Medicine 

To find the physician that’s best for you, call 

718-499-CARE 


www.nym.org 


THESE LOFT-LIKE RESIDENCES FEATURE: 

• High volume ceilings and oversized windows 

• Gourmet kitchens featuring granite countertops, 
KitchenAid and Bosch appliances 

• Classic baths of Carrera marble 

• Solid hardwood floors throughout 

THIS LOFT-LIKE LIFESTYLE INCLUDES: 

• Fully equipped fitness center 

• Private landscaped garden courtyard 

• On-site parking for many homes 

• Bicycle room 


501 ADAMS STREET 
HOBOKEN, NJ 07030 

201.795.0055 

www.AdamsSquare.com 


HISTORIC LIVING WITH A MODERN TOUCH 


Newly Renovated One, Two and Three 
Bedroom Residences from $ 440,000 
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ART 


By Emily Farris 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


Fiol-ed again: Above, the Issue Project Room's Executive Director Suzanne Fiol gets 
sultry in front of Ray Rapp's "Boy with Skateboard." Left, Fiol with patrons and in- 
terns, enjoys a Saturday evening at the space. 


only part of the programming that Fiol pro- 
duces. This month, she and photographer 
Kevin Ryan have put together “Sensorium a 
month-long series of performances, installa- 
tions, film and art that are “shattering the dis- 
tinctions of music, art and performance and 
all the interrelated media.” 

The venue has caught the attention of 
Brooklyn’s cultural tastemakers. 

“They’re very active and have very good 
ideas,” said music promoter Todd (“Todd P.”) 
Patrick. “I really like them [and] I’m planning 
to work with them in the future.” 

Record producer Martin Bisi, who has 
lived in the neighborhood since 1979, added, 
“There was never anything to do in Park 
Slope. It’s good to know there’s something 
right down the block. It helps me to connect 
with other people in the area.” 

In February, Fiol (who works full-time 
without a salary) launched the Littoral Exper- 


imental Writer Series, a collaboration be- 
tween New York-based musicians and writ- 
ers. The monthly event will return in April 
featuring the Wingdale Community Singers, 
an all-star musical project founded in 2002 by 
novelist Rick Moody. 

A team of volunteers and eager interns 
helps keep the admission prices at $10. 

It’s not hard to see the Issue Project Room as 
a space where artists and musicians would con- 
stantly buzz in and out. Collaborations would 
form organically on a Tuesday afternoon over 
coffee in the kitchen while someone invents the 
next multi-sensory musical instrument upstairs. 
It could be the center of the creative Brooklyn 
bohemia that seems to be on everyone’s lips 

Until then, Fiol is working to increase the 
organization’s membership, especially among 
community members. “In this political and 
economic climate, it’s important that individ- 
uals step up and support culture,” she said. 


C onventional wisdom says that the 
Gowanus Canal is a not-so-scenic and 
sometimes-fragrant breeding ground for 
mosquitoes and luxury developments. Anew 
group of Brooklyn artists sees it as a breed- 
ing ground for culture. 

Tucked behind a gate and a rather swampy 
yard on Carroll Street and housed in a reno- 
vated industrial building, Suzanne Fiol’s Issue 
Project Room represents a strong new force 
in Brooklyn’s arts scene. 

“There really is no fine between the artists 
and the audience — no stage that elevates 
anybody,” Fiol told GO Brooklyn. “Both the 
artists and audience appreciate that aspect and 
it makes it feel very warm in here.” 

Originally located in Manhattan, the Issue 
Project Room relocated to Carroll Gardens 
after losing its home in 2005. Fiol admitted 
she was originally hesitant to leave Manhat- 
tan, but is now glad that she did — and even 
said that if her group ever outgrows its current 
space, she will stay in Brooklyn. 

“The sunounding community is wonderful,” 
she said. “They’ve really embraced us.” 

Like many avant-garde spaces, however, 
Fiol’s is having trouble keeping afloat. Despite 
a board of directors with members like Park 
Slope powerhouse Steve Buscemi,the space is 
still actively looking for funding — but Fiol 
won’t compromise her integrity to find it. 

“We are interested in artists who are trying to 
create new ways of seeing, new ways of hear- 
ing,” she said. ‘This is the kind of art that push- 
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es culture forward — not the kind of art that 
necessarily brings in the big bucks.” 

Fiol’s openness toward innovation and 
knack for creative programming have made 
her much-loved among the performers she 
works with. 

“I think what Suzanne’s doing is really 
great,” said musician Audrey Chen, currently 
the Issue Project Room’s artist-in-residence. 
“The space is amazing, it has great acoustics 
and is great for the city in terms of the music 
scene. Suzanne has such creative program- 
ming and is very open to new artists.” 

And, despite the great acoustics, music is 


Public 

‘Issue’ 

Issue Project Room brings the 
avant-garde to Carroll Gardens 
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'Wife' goes on: Chris Rock plays a man whose encounter 
with a seductress (Kerry Washington) puts his picture-per- 
fect marriage in jeopardy. 


Rock stars 

Chris Rock talks to GO Brooklyn 
about his new , grown-up movie 


By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

W ith his sophisticated new comedy, “I 
Think I Love My Wife,” coming out 
this weekend, Brooklyn-bom comedian 
and filmmaker Chris Rock had a chat with GO 
Brooklyn about what it was like writing, direct- 
ing and starring in the remake of a 35-year-old 
French drama, a definite departure from what 
he is best known for. Rock dished about casting 
his film, the importance of getting serious and 
what his own spouse thinks of him making a 
film about a happily married man who consid- 
ers chucking it all for a sexy new friend. 

GO Brooklyn: How do you think this film 
will be received by the people back home in 
Bed-Stuy? 

Chris Rock: Hey, man, I saw “Hannah and 
Her Sisters” and “Annie Hall” when I lived 
in Bed-Stuy. People see all sorts of movies, 
no matter where they’re from. 



GO: Why is it important to you to make this 
film now? 

CR: You have a finite amount of time in front 
of the camera, especially in movies. It is real- 
ly important for me that I had a movie that 
existed that I felt represented what I do and 
fit me. I don’t think I had a movie that was at 
the level of my standup. 

GO: How did your wife handle you doing 
this film? 

CR: My wife’s fine with it. The fact that it’s a 
remake of the Eric Rohmer film, I’m sure 
helps. But we have an agreement; I have a real 


wife who’s lovely, a lovely woman and the 
mother of my children, and then I have this 
“comedy wife” who’s just this bitch that won’t 
sleep with me. And it all works out. My goal 
was to make a funny Adrian Lyne movie. 
Adrian Lyne makes movies that are so uncom- 
fortable and so provocative [“Unfaithful,” 
“Fatal Attraction”] and they just have you talk- 
ing for hours after the movie is over. You may 
not like it. You may hate the movie. But you 
will talk about the issue at hand. 

GO: How did you cast this film? 

CR: First of all, there are some people that 
when you see their face or hear their name you 
just assume the movie is going to be mediocre. 
So, I absolutely refused to cast any of those 
people. I call them “the usual black suspects.” 
Yes, I know I’m a hater. So what? When I did 
“Head of State,” I cast for comedic ability. This 
time, I was determined for dramatic ability and 
made sure the drama was right. I just trusted 
that the comedy would come out of dramatic 
situations, as opposed to moments when people 
just turn it on, like a sitcom. Kerry Washington 
is the finest young actress we have and Gina 
Torres is beautiful. They both can act. 

GO: You are a politically astute guy. Would 
you say your film is political? 

CR: It’s more political than “Head of State.” 
I’m not here to spit on anybody’s movies, but 
most of the time the portrayal of the black 
middle class is just clownish, totally out of 
touch with everything that’s going on, and 
you need somebody from the hood to show 
you what’s really going on. 


FASHION 


Haute stuff 

Purveyors of the hip and fabulous beware: 
Brooklyn’s Fashion Week(end) is coming to town. 

Presented by the BK Style Foundation, this year’s 
festivmes m DUMBO will premiere fashions from lo- 
cal and international de- 
signers, like Nana 
Boateng and Sena. This 
year marks the second 
installment of the event, 
where new and fresh de- 
signers are showcased, 
eschewing the same old 
names that fill the tents at 
Bryant Park. 

The goal of the non- 
profit BK Style Founda- 
tion is to expose the tal- 
ent of the borough’s 
hottest designers. Indeed, 
Brooklyn’s color, from 
Greenpoint to Red Hook, 
definitely comes through in each collection. 

Tickets are available by the night, and purchasing 
one gets you membership in the BK Style Council. 
Fifty dollars might seem a bit steep, but last year’s 
shows brought Busta Rhymes’ Flipmode Squad and 
Mya to the runway, so you never know who might 
show up. 

"BK Fashion Week(end)" will take place from 
March 16-18 at various locations. Tickets for 
each night are $50. For information, go to 
www.bkfashionweekend.com. — Jessica Mahler 



BOOKS 


Dandy ‘Candy’ 

It’s no surprise to find a writer hanging out at a 
gin distillery, but in Emily Burton’s case, the re- 
search actually made it into print. 

The Brooklyn Heights resident, whose novel, 
“Brookland,” has just been released in paperback, 
based part of her book on the distillery at the foot of 
Joralemon Street. 

“In Brooklyn Heights, 
it’s easy to imagine a 
different world of cob- 
blestone streets and 
horse-drawn carriages,” 
said Burton, who leads 
a double life as a yoga 
instructor. She’s taken 
this different world and 
brought it to life with 
her tale of 18th-century 
Brooklyn and the bridge 
that will connect it to 
Manhattan. Taking seven years to write, the novel is 
of heroic proportions and pays loving homage to the 
borough she calls home. 

On March 22, Burton will read from her novel at 
Pete’s Candy Store as part of their biweekly series. 
She’s obviously a committed Brooklynite, both 
writing about and reading in the borough. Just don’t 
keep her away from the gin. 

Emily Burton will read from "Brookland" at Pete's 
Candy Store (709 Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 
in Williamsburg) on March 22 at 7:30 pm. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 302-3770. — Youyoung Lee 



CINEMA 


Big screen 

People are generally impressed by movie stars. 
But Kal Penn, who starred in “Harold and Kumar 
Go to White Castle,” and did a stint this season on 
“24,” gets worked up about writers. 

“I am so in awe of Jhumpa, it’s ridiculous,” 
gushed Penn. He was speaking about Jhumpa Lahiri 



director Mira Nair’s request, Lahiri and her family 
took roles in the production. 

“Mira wanted to pepper the scenes with people 
from my life,” she told GO Brooklyn. 

Despite being a best-selling author and newly 
minted movie star, Lahiri insisted she leads a quiet 
Brooklyn life. “I don’t get out much but there are 
some great restaurants [in Fort Greene] . Smooch 
has the best coffee I’ve ever had outside of Europe. 
I spend an awful lot of my time indoors just work- 
ing and taking care of my kids.” She also said she’s 
working on a new novel (gotta pay the bills). 

But has she been bitten by the movie bug? Would 
she trade her Pulitzer for an Oscar? “I’m sure it 
would be utterly thrilling, but it doesn’t matter to 
me,” she said. “It’s already a beautiful film and 
that’s what’s important.” 

"The Namesake" is currently playing at BAM 
Rose Cinemas. Tickets are $10. For information call 
(718) 636-4100 or visit www.foxsearchlight.com/ 
thename sake. — Adam Rathe 



Mmmm 


Sentimental 


(journey 

Music of the Big Band Era 


March 11, 18, 25 at 5pm 

Bay Ridge Jewish Center 

81st Street & Fourth Ave. 
Tickets $18 each 

For reservations call 

718-836-3103 

ridgerepertory@mindspring.com 


Having A Party 


Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 

6716 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • near 67th St. in Dyker Heights 

• (718) 238-9447 
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Dealing with Wine Leftovers 


By Darrin Siegfried 

T here are so many reasons why we 
all end up with a half botde of 
unfinished wine, aren’t there? 
Dinner for one, and the wine that you 
want doesn’t come in half botdes; One 
botde (or two) wasn’t enough for the din- 
ner party, so another one was opened and 
not finished; Sometimes just a glass or two 
is enough. So, what to do with the wine 
that’s left over? 

We have to remember that the main 
reason for opened bottles of wine going 
bad is that the wine comes into contact 
with oxygen. A bit of aeration is a good 
thing with a young or “closed” wine, but 
too much oxygen spoils wine in anywhere 
from a few hours to a few days, depending 

we have to keep it away from air to keep it 
from oxidizing. 

There have been many attempts at solv- 
ing the problem of dealing with wine left- 
overs over the years. Many simply didn’t 
work, while some are awkward or require 
too much effort. One of these was the idea 
of filling the botde with glass marbles until 
the level of the wine came up almost to the 
top of the botde, and then replacing the 
cork. Can you imagine how many wine 
glasses must have gotten shattered by the 
marbles rolling out of the botde when 
someone went to pour a glass? 

Let’s look at some of the more practical 
ways of saving your wine. 

If you know that you are sometimes 
only going to drink half of a botde, save a 
few empty half bottles and corks in good 
condition. When you open a full bottle, 
carefully pour half of the wine into the half 
bottle, filling it almost to the top. Insert 
the cork. You want to make sure that 
there’s as small an amount of airspace as 
possible. Pour your glasses from the origi- 
nal botde and save the half botde for 
tomorrow’s dinner. I find that this system 
works well at keeping your wine fresh for a 
few days, and it costs nothing. 

For years, I’ve used the Vac-U-Vin, a 
system that uses a rubber stopper that has 
a one-way valve molded into it, and a small 
hand pump. The stopper goes into the 
bottle, like a cork, and you place the pump 
over it. Give it a few pumps and the air is 
pulled out of the botde. When you want 


to drink the wine, you squeeze the stopper 
to break the vacuum and let air back in. 
Remove the stopper and pour your wine. 
Simple to use and, since the stoppers are 
reusable, very inexpensive over time. I’ve 
been using the same pump for 1 5 years. 

The problem with the old Vac-U-Vins 
was that you could over pump. When 
someone got overzealous in their pumping 
some of the oxygen that was suspended in 
the wine came out and you ended up with 
flat tasting wine. One telltale sign of over 
pumping was seeing a ring of tiny bubbles 
forming around the edge of the wine... but 
when the bubbles appeared, it was too late. 

Vac-U-Vin overcame this problem with 
their Concerto line, which has stoppers 
that make an audible “click” when the 
ideal amount of air has been pumped out. 
If you have the older pump, you can sim- 
ply buy the Concerto stoppers, since the 
pumps work with both the older and the 
newer stoppers. 

I first tried Private Preserve when my 
friend, Claudine Pepin, gave me a can to 
try. Private Preserve is an aerosol contain- 
ing a mix of Argon, Nitrogen and Carbon 
Dioxide. These inert gasses are heavier 
than the atmosphere and, once you spray 
the gas into the opened bottle, displace the 
air to form an invisible blanket over the 
wine that keeps oxygen from coming into 
contact with it. These gases do not bond 
with the wine and form compounds, as 
does oxygen, so your wine is protected, 
with no change of taste. When you want 
to finish off that bottle, simply remove the 
cork and pour. After you’ve used it on two 
decent bottles of wine, it has more that 
payed for itself... and a single can is 
claimed to be good for about 120 “blasts”. 

Private Preserve works beautifully with 
fortified wines such as Porto, aged Sherry 
and Madeira. Just give a quick blast of the 
gas, as the instructions direct, after every 

Now... don’t laugh at this one, OK? If I 
have a glass of wine left, I’ll sometimes 
pour it into a zip lock plastic bag and put 
it into the freezer. The next time that I’m 
cooking and I need some wine for the stew 
or sauce, I take it from the freezer a-nd add 
it to the pan. It doesn’t go to waste! 

Fifth Avenue 



211 

(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 
Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 



"Combining Spa & Wellness with Medicine" 



PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED 

MASSAGE THERAPY • FACIAL/S KINCARE SERVICES • LASER HAIR REDUCTION 
LASER FOTO-FACIAL REJUVENATION • ANTI-AGING TREATMENTS 
LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION PROGRAMS • SPORTS MEDICINE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING 
ACUPUNCTURE • AESTHETIC/PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY 


71 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11231 ♦ 718.797.9797 • www.lomawellness.com 
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Le Petit Marche teaches 
the Heights fluent French 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I like this place. We can be adults 
here,” said my sister, who has en- 
dured too many noisy, every- 
table’s-a-party places. She’s right; Le 
Petit Marche, a French bistro in Brook- 
lyn Heights, is meant for a serene meal. 

Husband-and-wife partners Daniella 
Silone and Igor Tsan’s classic boite, 
which opened in late December, pos- 
sesses the lived-in appeal of a place that 
has been sating customers for years. 

To give the long narrow room the 
patina of age, the couple painted the 
space a rich egg yolk, and set tables in 
an intimate row. There’s a wooden bar 
with a few seats, French prints adorn 
one wall at the end of the room and 
there’s a banquette covered in a soft red 
striped fabric. The setting provides a 
backdrop for a relaxed experience, but 
there’s a sparkle in the air too, that 
comes from the pleasure of easy con- 
versation. Not to mention a kitchen 
with an executive chef who turns out 
lusty, soul-satisfying food. 

The man at the stove is Robert Wein- 
er, who has cooked at Maurice in Le 
Parker Meridien with the renowned 
Christian Delouvrier, at Les Celebrites 
at Nikko House and Restaurant 
Raphael. Weiner’s menu offers every- 


DINING 


Le Petit Marche (46 Flenry St. be- 
tween Cranberry and Middagn streets 
in Brooklyn FHeights) accepts American 
Express, MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: 
$16-$26. The restaurant serves dinner 


thing you’d expect from a classic 
French bistro: escargot, bouillabaisse, 
steak frites and dessert tarts. The 
“soupe a l’oignon gratinee” (French 
onion soup) makes you immediately 
think, “Ah, this is how it should be! 
This is why people love it so.” 

That soup arrives in a deep ceramic 
crock with a thick crust of pungent, 
tangy Swiss cheese baked over the top, 
its edges singed black here and there. 
Breaking through the crisp crown re- 
leases a fragrance of thyme, rosemary, 
caramelized onions and veal so heady 
that my sister and I said, “Ahhhh. . .” at 
the same time. 

“It’s good, yes?” asked our waiter. 

“Better than good,” I said. 

We loved the “jumbo lump crabmeat 
salad,” too, its lightly chilled ingredi- 
ents a refreshing counterpoint to the 
bold soup. Weiner tops diced mango, 
crunchy red onion and a bit of jalapeno 



See food: Above, chef Robert Weiner shows off one his classic French 
dishes. At left, the crowd that the Brooklyn Heights bistro draws. 


pepper with plump pieces of the crus- 
tacean. The bright chive oil dressing 
and the cinnamon-like quality of the 
fruit accentuate the saline freshness of 
the fish. Our waiter smiled when he 
cleared away the bare plate. 

There’s one dish on the menu that 
lamb lovers shouldn’t miss. It’s a shank 
the size of a man’s forearm with that bit 
of gaminess and funky aroma that 
sheep aficionados swoon over. The out- 
side is crusty and the flesh is soft with 
pockets of silky fat. Almost upstaging 
the shank was a pillow of white beans: 
Weiner cooks them in veal demi-glace, 
red wine and garlic, then mixes in 
Parmesan. They hold their shape but 
are creamy centered and perfumed with 
rosemary. I doubt there are better beans 
being served anywhere. 

And there’s a showstopper of a 
bouillabaisse that is more than a collec- 
tion of good-looking fish in a bowl. 


Pearly mussels in their shells, tender 
clams, silken sliced cod, sweet shrimp 
and plump sea scallops serve as a base 
for half of a lobster tail in its shell, the 
claw meat nestled beside it. The works 
are sauced lightly with a pink, saffron- 
tinged fish fume, accented with a touch 
of anise-flavored Pemod. 

The satisfaction from a perfect meal 
comes through in dish after dish — un- 
til dessert, at least. 

Alas, despite the impressive prelude, 
the desserts are disappointing. Apples 
in the “tarte Tatin” are richly spiced, 
but mushy; and the crust around an 
apricot tart filled with a lush almond 
cream is limp. 

As we left, the room is abuzz with 
conversation. We walked down Henry 
Street in the cold, smiling, a little tipsy 
and too talked out to say more than, 
“Great meal.” 

“Yeah, great meal,” my sister said. 



Come-ta 

Sutra 

“The word sutra means ‘teaching’ in India, and 
people come here to learn about coffee,” said Chan- 
dra Wilson, who owns Cafe Sutra with her husband 
Lars Winkelbauer. 

Lesson one: Use great beans (Wilson uses java 
from Intelligencia). 

‘They’re well known for great coffee and espres- 
so beans,” she said. 

Lesson two: Involve the community. 

Each month, local artists exhibit their work at the 
cafe (photographer Lauren Asta’s work is on the 
walls right now) so you can study art while you 
down your espresso, latte or tea. 

Lesson three: Don’t deny the sweet tooth. 

Wilson stocks great desserts, from a “Moon 
Mountain Torte” (chocolate truffle cream, hazelnut, 
Oreos and chocolate cake, pictured) to those amaz- 
ing cupcakes from Two Little Red Hens and equally 
astounding muffins from Blue Sky, both in Park 
Slope. There are also sandwiches and cold pasta 
dishes to eat in-house or take out as well. 

Lesson four: Don’t forget the Yuppie flypaper. 

The earth-colored room with its comfortable so- 
fas has the most important feature, as far as caf- 
feineds are concerned: free wireless Internet. But if 


you just need a real break from your coffee break, 
Sutra has a small patio that makes a lovely setting 
for sipping wine or beer. 

Cafe Sutra Espresso and Dessert Lounge (639A 
Fifth Ave. at 18th Street in Park Slope) accepts 
MasterCard and Visa. Coffee and espresso: $2.95- 


$3.50; Sandwiches and pastas: $4.95; Desserts: 
$2.95-$3.95; pastries: $1.75-$2.00. The cafe is 
open from 8 am to 10 pm on weekdays and 10 am 
to 10 pm on weekends. Subway: R to Prospect 
Avenue. For information call (718) 499-0279 or vis- 
it www.mycafesutra.com. — Tina Barry 


HORTH OF NtW ORLEANS 

I Kitchen I 

Louisiana Southern American Cuisine 

Po-boys, Jambalaya, Fried Oysters, Crawfish Etouffee, 
Gumbos, Grits, Bananas Foster, and more! 

| ★ Sunday Jazz Brunch ★ 

CATERING AVAILABLE 

293 7th Ave. (7/8 Sts.) Reservations 
Q Train to 7th Avenue (718) 369-8348 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“ Coma Como eti su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. «*& 44th & 4 5 th sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • ITUS®# 
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rjazieffer 

Italian Restaurant 
•/ & Brick Oven Pizza 

• Lunch & Unfitly Specials 

• Wood (Burning (Pizza 

• (Desserts & Coffee • (Beer & Wine 

• Private Parties Available 10-100 Persons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 










March 17, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


AWP 9 


At Maimonides, 
we’ve learned to say “goo-goo” 
in 68 different languages. 



Brooklyn is home to many cultures and 
traditions. It’s also home to one of only four 
children’s hospitals in all of New York City: 
Maimonides Infants and Children’s Hospital. 

As a result, we speak perfect “goo-goo” in 
everything from Arabic 
to Cantonese to Russian 
to Spanish to Zapotec. 
Which translates into 



loving, comforting words for children of every 
background. 

Of course, at Maimonides when it comes 
to children we do more than just speak their 
language. We also offer them the very best in 
medical care. 

Maimonides is a complete children’s hos- 
pital within a hospital. In fact, we are the only 
Brooklyn hospital to be accredited by the 


National Association of Children’s Hospitals. 

Not only that, in a recent survey* conducted 
among households in Brooklyn, Maimonides was 
ranked first as the parents’ choice for their chil- 
dren’s care. 

Maimonides Infants and Children’s Hospital. 
We are simply the best. And we can make that 
statement in 68 languages. 

*2006/07 NRC Healthcare Market Guide Survey 


Maimonides 

Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Brooklyn’s first and only 
accredited children’s hospital. 


For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org. To find the right doctor for you, call (888) MMC-D0CS (662-3627). 
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Mani-Gotti 


Victoria Gotti is known for many things, but cooking 
is not one of them. Until now. 

Gotti, who has previously written columns for Star 
Magazine and the New York Post, in addition to a num- 
ber of novels, has released a cookbook, “Hot Italian 
Dish,” chock full of family recipes. 

“It was not something I did consciously,” Gotti told GO 
Brooklyn of her decision to write the book. “In Italy, cook- 
ing is a prerequisite for womanhood. You have to cook for 
your family, or you’re considered inferior or inept.” 

Gotti hopes that her own brood will serve as an exam- 
ple of the importance of families dining together. Since 
age 8, she has spent hours in the kitchen daily, learning 
how to cook from her mother and grandmother. Now she 
regularly hosts dinner parties, cooks six days a week and 
has successfully instilled a love of food and cooking into 
her children. Her youngest, Frank, has become a food au- 
thor in his own right, penning “The Gotti Diet: How I 
Took Control of My Body, Lost 80 Pounds, and Discov- 
ered How to Stay Fit Forever.” 

Readers of her book will discover recipes for quintes- 
sential Italian meals like Chicken Rollatini, Rigatoni in 
Sunday Gravy and Italian Wine Pudding. While the latter 
is “not for the weak-stomached,” most of the recipes are 
easy to prepare and enjoy. 

This isn’t to say that Gotti doesn’t occasionally give other 
chefs a chance to compete with her kitchen skills. She ad- 
mits, “There is nothing like Brooklyn pizza. It is in a class 
all by itself.” 

Victoria Gotti will be signing copies of “Hot Italian 
Dish" on March 17 at 3 pm at BookMark Shoppe (8415 
Third Awe. in Bay Ridge). Subway: R train to 86th Street. 
For information, call (718) 680-3680. — Grace Labatt 
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Dine on the divine 


4 Dine in Brooklyn: Champagne , knishes and 


caviar dreams 

By Rob M. Errera & 
Giacomo Maniscalco 

for The Brooklyn Paper _ _ ' _ ... 

A s the saying goes, “You’ve got to 
spend money to make money” 
— but can you lose money to 
make it? 

That’s the question that Brooklyn 
restaurateurs are asking themselves as 
they get ready for 2007’s “Dine in 
Brooklyn,” 

The four-year-old program, which 
goes from March 19 through 30, is 
spearheaded by Borough President 
Markowitz and will feature more than 
150 restaurants, all serving three- 
course meals for $21.12 — a price 
that makes it impossible for many 
restaurants to turn a profit. 

The River Cafe, which will only be 
serving lunch for the fixed price, clear- 
ly doesn’t need the attention, so that 
restaurant’s participation is mostly a 
civic gesture. 

But other eateries need the expo- 
sure that comes from participating in 
the program. Thanks to Markowitz’s 
full-page ad in the New York Times, 
smaller businesses are getting cus- 
tomers in the door — even if it means 
losing money in the short term. 

“Sure we’re taking a bit of a fi- 
nancial hit, but the exposure is 
worth it,” Ben Grossman, owner of 
the Smoke Joint in Fort Greene, told 
GO Brooklyn this week. “The idea 
is to get people to Brooklyn, people 
from other boroughs who otherwise 
wouldn’t come.” 

Grossman admitted that the two- 
for-$21.12 price, which the Smoke 
Joint and a few others are offering, 
was a real hardship. “You couldn’t 
spend less at a fast food place,” he 
said, but promised a true Smoke Joint 
experience (same great food, though 
the portions will be a bit smaller). 

From newcomers like Park Slope’s 
Alchemy to classics like Junior’s, all 
of the spots are hoping to increase 
their foot traffic and celebrate being a 
part of what Markowitz called “a 
foodie’s paradise.” 

“The more restaurants that open, 




the more people want to come to 
Brooklyn,” said Joseph Chirico, presi- 
dent of the Brooklyn Restaurant Asso- 
ciation and owner of the Carroll Gar- 
dens eatery Marco Polo. 

Given the number of choices, any 
restaurant that opens has to be great in 
order to survive, said Chirico, who 
counts the Borough President as a loy- 
al customer. But no matter how great 
a restaurant is, it could use a little at- 
tention. Dine in Brooklyn gives peo- 
ple an easy way to learn about restau- 
rants they might have otherwise 


The Smoke Joint in Fort Greene 
will feature their "Hacked and 
Stacked" pork sandwich on their 
"Dine in Brooklyn" prixfixe menu. 


missed, he said. 

Pete Thristino, owner of Pete’s 
Downtown in DUMBO, has had such 
success with “Dine in Brooklyn” in 
2006 that his kitchen now offers a prix 
fixe menu year-round — and, at 
$20.07, it’s the cheapest of the restau- 
rant week bunch. 

“We do fantastic business with 
‘Dine in Brooklyn,”’ Thristino said. 
“It’s not as profitable as I’d like, but 
you can’t buy this kind of exposure.” 
He added that many diners opt 
for cocktails and coffee, which are 
not included in the fixed price. And 
even if each diner is spending less 
on their meal, Thristino said, “I can’t 
make money on an empty table.” 
Those empty tables won’t last for 
long, though. Pete’s Downtown al- 
ready has between 60 and 70 reser- 
vations for each day of the program, 
and the River Cafe, which is only 
serving lunch, has approximately 
100 for each day. 

With 1 2 days to hit as many of the 
restaurants as you can, a good planner 
would start making reservations now. 
A great planner will not only make 
reservations, but also pick up a bigger 
pair of pants. 


LETHEM... 

Continued from page 1 

“I [worked] in retail for more than 10 
years before I was able to make a living 
as a writer,” said Lethcm. “Working at a 
cash register, no matter what you’re sup- 
posed to be doing, one thing you’re in- 
evitably doing is collecting complaints.” 

These days, Lethem is not only making 
a living writing, but has Hollywood call- 
ing as well — actor Edward Norton is ru- 
mored to be fast-tracking a production of 
“Motherless Brooklyn,” and director Josh 
Marston (“Maria Full of Grace”) is work- 
ing on “Fortress of Solitude,” the screen- 
play for which lethem and his wife Amy 
co-wrote. ‘Tm not in charge of film proj- 
ects,” he told us. “It’s 
check and give 
book to a filmmaker who 
has his own concept.” 

Along these lines, 

Lethem posted a message 
on his Web site this week 
stating that he would sell 
the film rights to “You 
Don’t Love Me Yet” for 
just two percent of what- 
ever the shooting budget 
becomes. His only other 
requirement is that after 
five years, the film’s an- 
cillary rights must be re- 
leased so they can enter 
the public domain. 

“I realized that some- 
times giving things away 
— things that are usually 
seen to have an important 
and intrinsic ‘value,’ like a film option — 
already felt like a meaningful part of what 
I do. I wanted to do more of it,” Lethem 
wrote on the site. 

Finding meaning is definitely not the 
big issue for the restless young characters 
in “You Don’t Love Me Yet,” twenty- 
somethings who jump from job to job and 
just happen to make music on the side. 

“I wanted to remind myself of that 
weird, transitive, sketchy period in your 
20s when everyone’s calling his own 
bluffs,” Lethem said. For inspiration, he 
used bands like Talking Heads, the Go 
Betweens and Fleetwood Mac — “bands 
with exes and complicated histories.” 

Lethem himself is no stranger to the 
job-hopping hopelessness of a young, 
would-be artist. The worst job he ever 
had? “I once had to clean up after the ele- 
phants in a parade, [following] behind 
them in a clown suit and gathering up the 
elephant turds.” 

How does one even find a job like 
that? “They needed a clown with a 
shovel, and I needed a job.” Luckily, 


that was just a one-afternoon gig. 

Perhaps that experience led the writer 
to sympathize with Matthew, Lucinda’s 
sometimes-ex and a vigilante zookeeper 
who takes his problems at work — in 
addition to one of the animals — home 
with him. 

“By the time I wrote ‘Fortress of Soli- 
tude,’ which I am immensely proud of,” 
said lethem, “that book had a quality of 
being a collected oral history of the 
neighborhood, so I was baring a certain 
responsibility. This book is characterized 
by shucking that. That’s one reason why 
ignoring Brooklyn became important. It 
made me into a pretender and that’s what 
these characters are.” 

In his day-to-day life, however, ignor- 
ing Brooklyn isn’t something he can seem 
to do. Lethem is currently the Chairman 
of the Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 
“Friends of BAM” pro- 
serves on 
the board of Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 
Even protectors of the 
neighborhood flame, how- 
ever, can find themselves 
with begrudging respect 
for some of Yuppiedom’s 
advantage — Lethem and 
his wife have “a crush” on 
Lunetta, a new restaurant 
on Smith Street featuring 
pasta dishes with double- 
digit price tags. 

But he still has the fire 
in his belly about Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards 
mega-project, despite re- 
cent setbacks. “It’s not a 
super encouraging time,” 
he said. “[The project] is a big mistake. 
It’s not just a sports [arena] and some 
housing — it’s this incredibly dense de- 
velopment of towers. To oppose that is 
not to be against development, but to 
say that this is really badly put together 
and to question why it’s been forced 
down the gullet of the borough instead 
of being built from the neighborhood’s 
interests up.” 

And this is a guy who knows his 
neighborhood. “There are a lot of writ- 
ers [in Brooklyn] , so it’s not special to 
be one. I get to have my cake and eat it 
too because I’ve participated in this re- 
cent boom but also get to trump every- 
one with my street credibility card. I 
grew up on this block, and I wave hi to 
old neighbors who have been here for- 
ever. They don’t think of me as any- 
thing but that Lethem kid.” 

They might be the only ones. 

"You Don't Love Me Yet" is available 
at BookCourt (163 Court St. at Dean 
Street in Cobble Hill) for $24.95. For in- 
formation, call (718) 875-3677. 


“I wanted to 
shake off the 
responsibility 
of being the 
‘Faulkner of 
Boerura Hill.’” 

— Jonathan Lethem 
on why he set 
his new book in LA 



Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 


Thurs, March 22 


HYPERTENSION LECTURE: Medi- 
cal lecture hosted by Victory 
Memorial Hospital. 10 am. Light 


the "Disti w 
Award." $200 and up. 6:30 pm 
to 10:30 pm. The Picnic House, 
Prospect Park, near the Third 
Street entrance. (718) 595-0547. 

DISCUSSION: Educational program 
hosted by Museum of Contempo- 



(MOCADA) pr 


'A Con- 


Instrumental invention: Terry Dame's Electric Junkyard Gamelan brings their original 
songs, played on one-of-a-kind invented instruments and found objects, to the Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange on March 17 at 8 pm. 


tion sponsored by National 
Safety Council. $45. 9 am to 
3:30 pm. St. Ephrem RC Church, 
929 Bay Ridge Parkway. Call to 
register. (631) 360-9720. 

SPRING SALE: Gently used items 
for sale at St. Saviour Elemen- 
tary School. 10 am to 6 pm. 61 1 
Eighth Ave. (718) 768-8000. 


and household items. 10 am to 
4 pm. Fourth and Ovington 
Avenues. (718) 748-6737. 

DRAW-A-THON: Two-day festival 
of alternative figure drawing 
continues. 25 models, hundreds 
of artists, eight bands and artis- 


$20. 8 pm to 10:30 pm. 274 
Garfield PI. (718)768-3814. 


Sun, March 25 


es people 


pm to 9 pm. The James E. Davis 
Arts Building, 80 Hanson PI. 
(718) 230-0492. Free. 
BROOKLYN SINGS: Melissa Stylia- 
nou sings jazz. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library's Central branch. 
Grand Army Plaza. (718) 230- 
2100. Free. 

BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music 
presents "Edward Scissorhands." 
7:30 pm. See Sat. March 24. 


Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
at the East River. (718) 624-2083. 

BRIC STUDIO: p 


ALZHEIMER'S TALK: The Cobble 
Hill Health Center offers an 
informational workshop on de- 
mentia care. 2 pm to 5 pm. One 

care follows^ 5 pm to 6 pm. 380 
Henry St. (866) 232-8484. Free. 
SHAKESPEARE AND SINATRA: 
Sixteen students from Scotland 
will perform "Macbeth ... That 

Alexander Middle School. The 
performance fuses text, move- 

Frank Sinatra 6 7 pm 350 HFthAve. 
BAM: Brooklyn Academy of Music 
presents "Edward Scissorhands." 
7:30 pm. See Sat. March 24. 


An Exceptional meal. 



Baronet 
Bruno Marina Gallery 


Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


shoprico.com 

Fontana Arte 
Maria Yee 

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Robert Abbey 
Thayer Coggin 


art lighting furniture decor 


info. (718) 638-6910. 
DRAW-A-THON: Two-day festival 
of alternative figure drawing. 25 
models, hundreds of artists, eight 

$20. 7 pm to 3 am°t47 FrontSt. 
www.michaelalanart.com. 
RECEPTION: Gitana Rosa Gallery 


$35. 8 pm. Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street at the East 
River. (718) 624-2083. 

ACOUSTIC MUSIC: at Good Coffee- 
house with Frank Fotusky. $10, 
$6 lads. 8 pj^Brooldyn Society 

Park West. (718) 768-2972. 
DANCE: Company XIV hosts a 
dance theater program. 7 pm. 
See Sat, March 24. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

SALT MARSH: Urban Park Rangers 


Brooklyn's most famous canal, 
and explains its history. Also, 

vu.- CuiToil (ft-:: ; - Hi-[n.1c 


weed and more in Prospect Park 
with naturalist "Wildman" Steve 
Brill. $12, $6 kids. 11:45 am to 
3:45 pm. Meet at Grand Army 
Plaza at Prospect Park. Call for 

FORT GREENE PARK: In honor of 
Women's History Month, the 


Urban Park R 

played ir 
lution. 1 


ingers r 


: a talk 


lyn Heights. $25. 2 pm to 5 pr 
Marriott Hotel, 333 Adams St. 
(718) 789-0430. 

PERFORMANCE 

VAUDEVILLE FOR FAMILIES: 

Variety show at Neighborhooc 
Playspace. $5. 3 pm. Christ 
Church, Clinton and Kara 

BAM: Brooklyn Academy o 

presents "Edward Scissorhands,' 


liable. 
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Allergy Questions? 

We have , 

Adult and ped 
Evening and \ 
Professional st 
We accept most ii 

.s' 

Asthma "\\ 
Care 

(Of Brooklyn ^ 

answers. 

liatric allergic diseases and asthma 

weekend hours 

aff 

isurance 

Allergy & Asthma Care 
of Brooklyn 

1 0 Plaza Street #1 C, Brooklyn, NY 
347-564-3211 - brooklynallergy@gmail.com 


DENTISTS 


IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentatioi 
COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 

Financing Available 
Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

789-5700 


( MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modem Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

* Root Canal * Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance W SPECIAL ATTENTION 
Plans and Medicaid “ 

Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 





FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

ap =IT (718)622-8020 si d 


MS 

IRK 

CROWNS 

^■S 

PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




DENTISTRY 





■ [m a 

Gentle care in our ultra-modern office! 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 

v / 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE YOUR WORLD, 
FEEL BETTER! 

Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. is a longtime community activist and Social Therapit 


of diversity, int 


INDIVIDUALS / COUPLES / I 


EE CONSULTATION. C 


L 718-797-3220 


Lillian Engelson LCSW, Psychotherapist 


(917) 972-7138 • Private Brooklyn Office 

Individuals, Couples & Groups • Extensive experience 
working with adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse. 
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JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 


Ages: 5-9 



July 2nd - Aug. 13th 


The Hannah Senesh School 

341 Smith Street and First Place 
> 1 

Specialists in Supervised & Instructional: 

SWIMMING, SOCCER £ TENNIS 


§ 


Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 


Dates: 4 Two-Week Sessions. Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $500 per session. 
Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 • michoelgoldin@yahoo.com 
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SUMMER CAMP GUIDE 


Kim’s Kid’s 
Camp 

PS 321 , 7th Ave. Park Slope 
Director: Dan Moinester 
(718) 768-6419 
Ages: 5-11 
July 2 -Aug. 10 
Full day 9 am - 4 pm 
Extended hours 8 am - 6 pm 
Flex weeks and number of days 
available. 

Activities: Lots of physical and 
outdoors activity. Daily trips, in- 
cluding swimming (lake, pool 
and beach), hikes, museums, 
zoos, playgrounds, NY Aquari- 
um, Liberty Science Center, 
bowling, climbing, exploring, 
Sesame Place. 

Park Slope 
Day Camp 

Locations in Windsor Terrace, 
Park Slope, Kensington, Bay Ridge 
(718) 788-7732 
www.parkslopedaycamp .com 
e-mail: camp@parkslopeday- 
camp.com 

Director: Ronny Schindler 
Ages: entering P K - 9th grades 
July 2- Aug. 31 
Full day (8 am - 4 pm), early 
dismissal optional for young 
kids; Extended hours (until 6:30 
pm) available 

Transportation: free morning 
shuttle from all Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods and 
Bay Ridge 

Activities: outdoor camp with 
sports, trips, gymnastics, drama, 
nature, Olympics, sports acade- 
my, travel camp (featuring 
overnight trips). 

OPEN HOUSES: Sunday, 
March 25, noon and 1 pm 

Beth Elohim 
Summer Day 
Camp 

274 Garfield Place, Park Slope 
(718) 768-3814, ext. 210 
www.congregationbethelohim.org 

Preschool Division 

Ages: 3 to 5-1/2 

Directors: Maura Lorenzen and 

Jaci Israel 

June 1 8 through July 27 
Full Day (9 am - 3 pm) and Half 
Day (9 am - 12:30 pm) 
Activities: swimming, weekly 
trip for 4- and 5-year-olds, fully 
equipped nursery school class- 

Elementary Division 

Director: Bobbie Finkelstein 
July 2 through Aug 17 
Ages: entering Kindergarten - 
4th grades 

Full day (9 am - 5 pm) 

Extended hours (8 am - 6 pm) 
available 

Activities: swimming (instruc- 
tional and recreational), arts and 
crafts, music, nature, sports, 
gymnastics, trips 2 days per 
week 

Movin’ On TVavel Camp 

Director: Bobbie Finkelstein 
July 2 through Aug 17 
Ages: entering 5th - 9th grades 
Full day (9 am - 5 pm) 

Extended hours (8 am - 6 pm) 
available. 

Activities: Daily trips, swim- 
ming, two overnights, leadership 
development program for kids 
entering 

Plymouth Day 
Camp 

75 Hicks St., Brooklyn Heights 
718-624-4743 

Director: Dana Rosenbloom 
plymouthcamp@ 
plymouthchurch.org 
www.plymouthchurch.org 
Ages: 2-5 
June 18-July 27 
Full day: 9am - 3 pm 
Activities: Arts & crafts, swim- 
ming on-site in above-ground 
swimming pool, games & sports, 
tumbling, music, nature & sci- 
ence learning, water play, field 
trips, air-conditioned classrooms 


Poly Prep 
Summer 2007 

9216 Seventh Ave., Bay Ridge 
718-836-9800, ext. 322 
www.polyprep.org 
Director: Michael Junsch 
Bus available (extra fee) 
Summer Experience 
Day Camp 
July 2 - August 10, 2007 
Ages: Pre-K through Grade 10 
Full day: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Activities: Arts, dance, sports, 
swimming, and special events on 
our 25-acre grounds 
Performing Arts Camp 
July 2 - August 3, 2007 
Ages: For students entering 
Grades 4-9 

Full day: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Activities: Professional faculty 
guide young actors, dancers, 


singers, and musicians. Culminates 
in a musical theater production. 

Summer Academic 
Programs 

July 2 - August 3, 2007 
Ages: For students entering 
Grades 3-12 

Daily 60- or 90-minute sessions 
Activities: Enrichment and re- 
medial courses. Can be com- 
bined with Day Camp at a re- 
duced price. 

Sports Camps 
Several one week sessions 
Ages: 6-16 

Full day: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Activities: Each week focuses 
on a different sport (soccer, 
squash, basketball, and baseball) 

Computer Camp 

Several one week sessions 
Ages: 5-12 

See CAMPS on page 13 
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, summer day camp 

Hanlnhp- C'L-ld^ir Fan in 
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Different activities daily 
Experienced staff 
weekly & monthly sessions 




Summer 2007 



TERRIFIC 
TWOS 
CLASSES 

Our popular pre-nursery program 
for your toddler, accompanied by 
a parent or caregiver. 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

GarfieldTemple D’rfJK H 1 ! 


"fSj" ELEMENTARY 
DAY CAMP 

Full day program. Recreational & 
Instructional swim daily in Temple pool, 
Active outdoor sports, arts & crafts, 
nature, gymnastics and music. 

Trips twice a week in & around NYC 


3 Years 
to 

Kindergarten 


8th Ave. & Garfield PI. - Park Slope 

Children of all faiths and ethnic 
backgrounds are welcome! 


LOWER 
DAY CAMP 



Full & Half Day programs, Professional 
Staff, Fully equipped classrooms, 
Swimming in Temple pool, 

Weekly Trips for full day 4 & 5 yr. olds 


MOVIN' ON 

TRAVEL CAMP 

Five days of trips 
Swimming in Temple Pool 
Two (3 day) overnights. 
Mature, qualified staff 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM A 

for youth entering 9th grade Ui if 

For Tots & Lower Camp 

call Maura Lorenzen or Jaci Israel at: 

499-6208 

For Elementary & Travel Camp 

call Bobbie Finkelstein at: 

768-3814 x210 


www.congregationbethelohim.org 


PhysicAlly AcrivE, 
Nature OmENTEd. 
OuTdoQR.TRAVEliNq 
Day Camp 

Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



Experienced, 
Carefully Chosen, 
Adult Staff 
Flexible Schedule: 
3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks 
3, 4 or 5 days a 

Early drop-off 
(8am) and late 
pick up (6pm) 
available 
Ages 5 to 1 1 
years 


ParIl Slopr • (718) 768-6419 

27 years of operation 


l "" ,Tte ^WU 




Summer Programs For 
Kids ages 2-14 

Brooklyn Friends School summer programs take 
the best of the school year experience and make 
that light shine ever brighter! 

Our three programs-Summer Camp for 2 to 8 year 
olds, Summer Arts for 9 to 1 1 year olds, and 
summer intensives for 12 to 14 year olds— are 
distinguished by their outstanding faculty and 
favorable student-teacher ratio. 

Sessions available from June 20 to July 27 

Things to Learn at Friends 

Hip-Hop, Rock ‘n’ Roll. Hands-on 
Science. Tennis, Dance, Swimming. 
Gardening, Woodworking. Fiber Arts. 
Shadow Puppets, Giant Masks. 
Music Video, Animation. Theater. 
Painting, Drawing, Printmaking, 
and Juggling. 


BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL • 375 PEARL STREET • DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN 
718-852-1029 • WWW.BOOKLYNFRIENDS.COM 
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academic enrichment + gymnastics + dance + 
art + 

rock climbing + horse back riding + bowling + 



CAMPS... 


Continued from page 12 
Full day: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Activities: Digital imaging and 
photography software, explo- 
ration of new technology, and 
create your own website. 

Park Explorers 

611 Eighth Avenue, Park Slope 
(718) 788-3620 
Director: Chris Altman 
www.parkexplorers .com 
Ages: 4 to 14 
June 28 through August 3 1 
Full day: 8:30 am-3:30pm 
Extended hours til 6:30 pm 
Early drop off 8:00 am 
Bus transportation in many 
brownstone Brooklyn areas 
Activities: different activities 
daily: sports of all kinds, nature 
walks, hiking, arts & crafts, pool, 
beach, gymnastics, tennis, drama, 
karate, singing, different trip each 
week in and around NYC. Spe- 
cialty programs in sports (6 
weeks) and theater (two week in- 
crements, led by professionals). 

Berkeley Carroll 

Creative Arts Program 

181 Lincoln Place, Park Slope 
(718)789-6060 x 6540 
www.berkeleycarroll .org 
mclaty@berkeleycarroll.org 
Director: Marlene Clary 
Ages: 8 to 14 
July 2 to August 2 
Full day: 9 am-4pm 
Extended hours: 8 am-6pm 
Activities: music, dance, theatre 
arts, ceramics, media and graph- 
ic arts, all in air conditioned 
classrooms, daily noontime per- 
formances, plus performances 
and exhibitions at the end of 
camp. Swimming also offered. 
Children’s Day Camp 
701 , 712 Carroll Street, Park Slope 


(718)789-6060 x 6620 
www.berkeleycarroll .org 
Director: Judy Valdez 
Jvaldez@berkeleycarroll.org 
PreK through 3rd Grade 
June 25 - July 26 


for younger campers) 

Many camp options: classic day 
camp, circus camp, puppetry, 
hands-on science, theater, athletics, 
and much more. One-week mini 
camps. Swimming also offered. 

Huggs Day 
School 

Summer Prog. 

763 President St, Park Slope 

(718) 230-5255 

Directors: Randie Bader and 

Gary Siegel 

Ages: 2.3 - 5 years 

June 20 - July 1 

Full day (9 am - 4 pm) 

Half days (9 am - noon or 1 pm 
-4 pm) 

Activities: private backyard with 
water play equipment, trips, art, 
music, indoor gym. 

Plymouth 
Church Camp 

75 Hicks St. Bklyn Heights 
(718) 624-4743 
www.plymouthchurch.org 
plymouthcamp@ply- 
mouthchurch.org 
Director: Dana Rosenbloom 
Ages: 2 to 6 
June 18 to July 27 
Activities: arts and crafts, games 
and sports, water play, swim- 
ming, tumbling, music, field 


TEENS 


SCHOOL 
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Are Smartmom and 
Hepcat in Splitsville? 


STYLE 


T hese days, 

Smartmom and 
Hepcat are like 
ships passing in the 
night. In recent weeks 
they’ve spent more 
time apart than to- 
gether and people are 
getting suspicious. 

“Everything okay between you 
two?” Groovy Grandpa asked the 
other day on the phone when 
Smartmom told him that Hepcat 
was in California. 

He’s just visiting his mother 
in California, she told her nosy 
dad. Besides he needed to check 
on The Little Orange Car, the 
Porsche he inherited from his 
beloved uncle, which he keeps 
in a container behind his moth- 

“But you went away last week 
with the Oh So Feisty One,” 
Groovy Grandpa reminded her, ob- 
viously building a case that Smart- 
mom and Hepcat are on the outs. 

Well, they’re not and Smart- 
mom wants to make that abun- 
dantly clear. When you’ve got 
two kids in different schools and 
different schedules you’ve got to 
divide and conquer in order to 
make things happen. 

Everyone knows that (doesn’t 
he)? 

And more to the point, when 
you’re as busy as Smartmom 
and Hepcat are — with different 
work schedules and deadlines 
— you’ve got to grab any down- 
time you can get. 

S till, the conversation with 
Groovy Grandpa did 
make Smartmom wonder 
if it was normal for a married 
couple to take short trips inde- 
pendent of one another. 

Normal schnormal! Who cares 
about normal? Smartmom may 
not be Mario Thomas , but she be- 
lieves that the freedom to be you 
and me is essential for a good mar- 
riage. And it’s major tenet of her 
relationship with Hepcat. 

Still, Hepcat and Smartmom 
have been going solo quite a bit of 
late. So what’s up with that? 

Well, last month, Smartmom 
decided on a whim to take OSFO 
to the Minerals Inn at Crystal 
Springs Spa in Vernon, New Jer- 
sey for a quick getaway during the 
seemingly endless winter break. 

Before making the reservations, 
she asked Hepcat if he wanted to 
join them. But he had too much 
going on at the office. Besides, it 
didn’t sound like Hepcat’s kind of 
vacation. Too cushy. Too comfort- 
able. Too bourgeois. 

Hepcat grew up on a farm and 
is a ragged kind of guy. He still 
kvells about his three days alone in 
the woods with Outward Bound 


SMART 

mom 




By Louise Crawford 

like it was three nights at the Ritz. 

Hepcat’s idea of a vacation is an 
itinerary-free drive cross-country 
in The Little Orange Car, staying 
in Indian-owned motels. 

But Smartmom and OSFO 
crave some R&R (or, technically, 
P&P — pampering and pillows) 
every now and again. 

So Smartmom, OSFO and the 
Kravitzes went off for a fun and 
sporty weekend at the New Jersey 
spa. Third Street goes on vacation. 

What’s not to like? Seven in- 
ter-connecting pools, including 
an outdoor heated pool for win- 
ter swimming under the stars, hot 
tubs, a steam room, sauna, an in- 
door track, an indoor basketball 


Where fun in the sun & 
learning 90 hand-in-hand 



Plymouth Tune IB thru 

&.Pa'|Camp 11 

Perfect for campers age 2. to Kindergarten graduate 

• Arts & Crafts 

• Water play 

• Swimming 

• Games & Sports 

• Music 

• Tumbling 

• Field Trips 



j Plymouth 
| Church o/^ 
Pilgrims 

I Gathering in joy and faith 


75 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn Heights 
718-624-4743 

plymouthcamp@plymouthchurch.org 

www.plymouthchurch.org 



Is Hepcat driving his inherited Porshe off into the sunset? 


Ion for massages and facials. 

T he kids had a first-class 
vacation and so did 
Smartmom and Mr. and 
Mrs. Kravitz (who picked up 
three bottles of red wine at the lo- 
cal mall). Plus, it was fun for 
them to hang out with good 
friends somewhere other than 
their identical dining rooms. 

Once they got home, Smart- 
mom told Hepcat all about the 
restful trip, but he still wasn’t con- 
vinced it was his kind of thing. 
And Teen Spirit, well, he was per- 
fectly happy hanging out with 
friends and practicing his guitar 
(too loudly some would say). 

A few weeks later, Smartmom 
went on an overnight to Boston 
with Best and Oldest, her best 
friend since fifth grad, to see Opera 
Diva, her high school best friend, 
sing the lead in “Rise and Fall of 
the City of Mahagonny.” 

Well, Smartmom couldn’t ex- 
actiy skip hearing her friend sing 
the lead in this rarely performed 
opera by Kurt Weil and Bertolt 
Brecht. 

But Hepcat couldn’t come along 
— someone needed to stay home 
to police Teen Spirit and OSFO. 
Plus, it meant being away on a 
Tuesday, and that’s Important 
Staff Meeting Day at the Edgy 
Startup where he works. 

So Smartmom went solo. Af- 
ter the show, which was terrific, 
she and her high school pals 
drank martinis until 2 am with 
the cast and crew. It was the most 


Communion 
and 

fhristening 
WJ r Dresses 


fun the three old friends have had 
together since they each turned 
30 in 19 — (we’re not telling!). 

Once home, Smartmom and 
Hepcat barely got a chance to 
chitchat before he was getting 
on a Jet Blue flight for Oakland. 
Because it was the week of the 
fourth grade test, it was out of 
the question for Smartmom and 
family to join him. 

Besides, he likes to visit the 
family farm and see his family 
by himself from time to time. He 
has lots of things to take care of 
out there and there’s always The 
Little Orange Car. 

Yes, The Little Orange Car. 

Okay, so Smartmom is a tad 
jealous of The Little Orange Car. 
It’s just that, Hepcat pays so 
much attention to HER. She’s 
his screen saver, for Buddha’s 
sake! When they’re together, he 
takes her for long scenic drives, 
buys her expensive gifts like pis- 
ton rings, seat belts, and a 
$2,000 carburetor. 

When was the last time Hep- 
cat bought Smartmom a $2,000 
carburetor? The Little Orange 
Car: she’s almost like his mis- 
tress. Except, well, she’s a car. 

Hepcat came back on Saturday 
night and now they have only a 
few days together before Smart- 
mom is off on her own little ad- 


venture at a writer’s conference in 
Rehoboth Beach. It’s called 
“Writers on the Beach,” but Writ- 
ers on the Beach During Off-Sea- 
son” sounds more accurate. 

S martmom has never been 
to a writer’s conference, 
but she likes the sound of 
it. It’s a professional trip, a seri- 
ous investment in her writing ca- 
reer, a chance to mingle with im- 
portant writers. 

It’s also a chance to sleep in a 
hotel for three nights, eat dinner 
out, and be alone. 

Smartmom hasn’t even told 
Groovy Grandpa about this trip. 
She’s afraid that it’ll only add to 
his sense that Smartmom and 
Hepcat are going through a rough 
patch and heading for the Big D. 

But that’s not it at all. Smart- 
mom and Hepcat know that the 
secret to their togetherness is 
their ability to be apart. They try 
to give each other the extra 
space they need when they need 
it. That way there are no built up 
resentments or hurt feelings. 

Even so, Smartmom hopes 
the next time she goes away it’s 
with her Hepcat. She does enjoy 
being with the man she married 
every now and again. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
the Web site, "Only the blog 
knows Brooklyn." 
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• Fun games, unusual toys! 

• Drop-in play space 

• Train table, dress up, play kitchen, 
creative play 

» Available for private parties 

• Most classes available FREE to 
members 


399 Atlantic Ave. (at Bond St.) 
718-852-2494 

www.brooklynplayspot.com 


^ FLOWER GIRLS 
^ TUXEDOS/SUITS 
^ SPECIAL 
h OCCASIONS 


Made 4 Me 
Boutique 

298 DeGraw St. 

(near Court Street) 

( 718 ) 596-7362 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Entertainment H Photography 



niversity Professor of Speech & Communicat 

718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 
Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock 


4 


SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad, 10+ yrs exp. 
teaching SAT/Writing. Tutoring 


> meets Sat. 12:45 tc 
:om (718) 501-5111. 
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Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment D Spacious Classrooms 


O 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


FOOD CO-OP EXPOSE 


The area of 
my expertise 



Here's our editor Gersh Kuntzman doing what he does 
even better than being our editor: working the checkout 
line at the Food Co-op. 


S UNDAY NIGHT AT THE FOOD CO-OP, AND, OF 
course, the lines were stretching from the recycled toilet 
paper to the goat-milk yogurt case and wrapping around to 
the frozen, grass-fed, organic, cruelty-free beef. 

I, like half the members of the Park Slope Food Co-op at any 
given time, was working a make-up shift. But even though this 
wasn’t my regular squad, I was my usual eager (free-range) 
beaver, bounding 
over to the checkout 
line to man a post. 

Then the squad 
leader stopped me. 

‘1 can’t put you on 
checkout because I have to put my regulars on checkout,” she said. 

Her regulars' ? I wanted to remind her that regulars are what got 
the Co-op into this crowded mess in the first place, but then I re- 
membered where I was: at the Park Slope Food Co-op, even the 
mildest hint that you are challenging a squad leader’s authority 
would be met with a sit-in, a petition drive or, worse, the formation 
of a committee to investigate whether someone’s feelings had been, 
sniff, hurt. 

So I remained mute — and was assigned to watch the exit 
door. For two hours and 45 minutes, my job was to stamp peo- 
ple’s receipts. 

What a waste of talent. 

Talent? Yes, talent. Look, readers of — and writers at — The 
Brooklyn Paper are already well aware of my general excellence 
at writing, editing, abusing underlings and holding court over 
two-for-one Margaritas at the DUMBO General Store. 

But I am actually far superior at working the checkout line at 
the Park Slope Food Co-op. I don’t want to brag (yes, I do), but it 
is nothing short of inspirational watching me speed customers 
through the checkout process, hearing me exchange recipe tips, lo- 
cal news, and old Jewish jokes without so much as a mis-scanned 
item, seeing me fast-track the process thanks to memorizing all of 
the four- or five-digit UPC codes for produce. (Organic red 
grapes? 94023. Kiwis? 4030. Organic radicchio? 94738.) I’m like 
a freakin’ Bond movie: Nobody does it better. 

It is probably the One Thing I was put on this earth to do: 
work the checkout line at the Park Slope Food Co-op. As 
Nicholson once said, “You want me on that wall. You need me 
on that wall.” 

But on Sunday night, all I was doing was stamping receipts 
while the lines got longer and longer. By the end of the night, 
they had wrapped all the way around to the frozen Boca burgers 
(which stink, by the way). 

I don’t mind telling you that I was demoralized. I felt the way 
people (not Co-op people, but normal people) feel when they are 
denied their destiny. 

For consolation, I called up my regular squad leader to tell him 
about the affront, and he was appalled (not that any Co-op mem- 
ber expresses such raw emotions. Let’s say he was miffed). 

“That is no way to treat the best cashier in the business,” he 
said, though, oddly, did not want his name used in connection 
with praising me. 

Somebody should empanel a committee. 
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DOGGONE... 

Continued from page 1 
pies,” the flyer said). 

Within minutes, Hagan’s phone started ringing. Like an Amish 
barn-raising, everyone wanted to help. Sightings of the mad dog- 
napper were reported from as far away as the Park Slope Food 
Co-op on Union Street and the animal hospital on Seventh Av- 
enue and 1 1th Street (both dogs turned out to be males). 

And Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, which is Hagan’s ally on 
Atlantic Yards, but typically reserves its Web site for analysis and 
criticism of the 16-tower project, posted a picture of the dog and a 
plea for her return. 

‘Tt obviously was only peripherally an ‘Atlantic Yards’ issue, so I 
ran it by DDDB’s steering committee, and there was wide agree- 
ment that we should do it,” said Eric McClure, who is overseeing 
the site. “Patti has been a prominent figure in the opposition, so . . . 
it just seemed like an instance in which we could step away from 
‘the mission’ to do something good in another way.” 

On Saturday, four days after the theft, Hagan got the first 
break in the case: A receptionist called her to say that the crazy 
woman had left a dog fitting Lady Day’s description at the 
Brooklyn Veterinary Hospital in Fort Greene. 

Hagan raced over — with an apple. As Lady wolfed down the 
fruit, hospital workers knew they had made a match. 

“It was such an amazing feeling,” said Hagan, who has been 
Lady Day’s pal for 12 years. “She just bounded in and was prac- 
tically dancing.” 

The recovery of the dog put a happy ending on a pretty bad 
year for Lady Day, who was almost electrocuted in April and 
also had to watch her owner’s frustration grow as Ratner’s proj- 
ect was approved by the state in December. 

In the end, Hagan was lucky. Before the reunion, the hospital 
almost turned the dog over to the Center for Animal Care and 
Control for the inevitable euthanasia, but a kindly hospital work- 
er took pity on Lady Day. 

“I looked into her eyes and knew that this was not an abandoned 
dog,” receptionist Luz Santiago later told The Brooklyn Paper. 

Santiago said she also knew something was up because the 
woman who had brought the dog in was “very nervous” and “ran 
away” when questioned about the dog. 

Lady Day was at the hospital for four days before Santiago saw 
one of Hagan’s flyers, recognized the dog, and called Hagan. 

Hagan said she was left with a “great, warm feeling” about her 
neighbors. Even James Caldwell, the president of the pro- Atlantic 
Yards group BUILD, called her to show his support (for her efforts 
to find the dog, not her fight against the project). 

Still, Patti Hagan could find the overarching anti-Ratner mes- 
sage in this lost-dog story. 

“Obviously, Brace Ratner had nothing to do with my dog getting 
stolen, but it was so gratifying to see how the community respond- 
ed,” she said. “It’s the kind of thing that doesn’t happen in a neigh- 
borhood of high-rise luxury condos like Ratner wants to build.” 

Forest City Ratner had — what do you think? — no com- 
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HELP WANTED 


active center of worship and educa- 
tion. Exp. in facilities management, 
knowledgeable in building mainte- 
nance and repairs. Must have prov- 

req. Competitive salary and bene- 

ADVERTISING SALES 

The Brooklyn Paper, Brooklyn's larg- 
est circulation newspaper and lead- 
ing local web site, has immediate 
high-income openings in its adver- 
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APARTMENT FOR RENT 

BENSONHURST 

One bedroom, near 78th Street station 

New kitchen, parquet floors. 

Great for single professional. $ 1000/month. 

First month/last month/security deposit in advance. 

CALL 718-834-9350 ext. 125 for more information 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


'introducing a fresh 
concept in owning your 
business space 


.8 Lofts including 9,900 sf 
jreenpointlofts.com 


ig from $250,000 Offering 


REAL ESTATE AGENTS 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights *Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill *Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill -Clinton Hill -Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


Florida Agents 


had enough winter yet? 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 

Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


MORTGAGES 


H BANCO POPULAR 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
5216 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 

Tel: (718) 567-0604 
Fax: (718) 567-0274 


Ronald Bislig 

Residential Mortgages 

We lend in all 50 States 
Email: i 


o| 

tffe 


APARTMENTS 
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E & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 


1-877-F0R-RENT 


OPEN HOUSE 


1 18 

204 Bay 43 Street 


THIS IS IT! TAKE A LOOK! 

'ished'ba^ment^int IPrivate" 
driveway. Garage. Family owned. 

tssr 

Century 21 Classic Realty 

(718) 968-2222 A11 


DORM 

BUILDING 


SS3 


HOUSES 


For Sale 

Townhouse Coop. 3 floors. 2 
B/Rs. 1-1/2 Baths. Private 
Garage. Price — Mid 300s. 
CAVIAR REAL ESTATE 

(718)855-4874 


To Advertise 
Call (718) 834-9350 


Fort Hamilton 
Pkway 

3 br/2 bth on each floor, 

Owner (347)416-2691 
Email: shaikhsiddiqi@hotmail.com 




$T975,000. Brkr. 6 (7 


Bat Gdn & SH Cultural Ctr. Fab Viet 



(732) 921-9357 A11 


INSURANCE 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 
& forced-entry theft 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 


state/lnsi 




MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718 - 788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


CADNETads 



« SEMB1 e^GNETC &C»m FROM HOME! 
TOLL FREE 1-866-398-1113, «ide-11l 


Se,iLinquMes^-80(T344-93rEx? P 89 * 


CALL ADAM 


SERVICES 




TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 


LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P,C, 

( 718 ) 237-2023 



i CLIP AND SAVE i 



Harri Messengers 



their hands 

Any size packages. A package size in inches 
12 High X 12 Wide X 12 Long $5.95 per pound. 

Prompt pick up in Brooklyn and Manhattan only 
Delivered Cross Country 

718 363-9500 

An A Andrew Harrison CPA affiliate company 


Accountants 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

• co-op and condo management 

Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 A41 


Computers 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
(wired and wireless), Virus and Spyware 
Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 
Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 

www.praxisinfo.biz 


Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


DDLiS 

SWj 


VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 


INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 


CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 


MERCHANDISE 
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Railroad homes 
derailed again 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 



A new city report has again cast doubt on claims by resi- 
dents of Duffield Street that their Downtown Brooklyn hous- 
es were part of the Underground Railroad. 

A city-hired consulting firm revealed this week that there is 

no conclusive evi- 

dence that seven 
houses on Duffield 
and Gold streets 
were part of the fa- 
bled fugitive slave 
network. 

“It [the Duffield 
houses] ... does not 
have a significant 
association with a 
national figure of 
the Underground 
Railroad and his/her 
Underground Rail- 
road activity,” the De spite a new report , Jo chate | be _ 
report concluded^ , ieves her Duffie|d Street home 

AiS.rSJK housed fagitive slaves. 
ing firm that re- 
searches historic claims, also refuted residents’ contention that 
the buildings were connected to known abolitionists. 

“Of course they're going to say that,” said Joy Chatel, the 
owner of 227 Duffield St. “They’re trying to whitewash the truth 
— that my house was part of the Underground Railroad, and that 
it was owned by known abolitionists.” 

Chatel’s house was indeed owned by the Truesdell family, 
which is known to have helped fugitive slaves. But the AKRF 
report claims that there is no evidence that the Truesdells did any 
of their abolitionist work in the house. 

The report could be the final blow against efforts to save the 
Duffield Street buildings from a city plan to bulldoze them to 
build a parking lot for a proposed hotel. 

The new report, while still controversial, corrects several key 
mistakes in a 2005 version. 

When the first report came out, Chatel and her neighbor, 
Lewis Greenstein, said their testimony was altered. 

The first report also claimed that the Truesdell family was not 
even involved in the anti-slavery movement. That has since been 
proven to be wrong. 

Around the same time, a city official was also caught lying to 
the City Council when he claimed that dozens of historical re- 
search agencies had told him that Duffield Street had never been 
part of the railroad. The agencies he cited quickly refuted that 
claim, saying the official had never even spoken to them. 

Chatel used the past as reason enough to distrust AKRF and 
the city. 

“They were caught lying before, so they’re not above lying 
again,” she said. “It incenses me that they have the audacity to 
say there’s no proof.” 

There will be a City Council hearing on March 20 at 11 am at City Hall. 



Wendy Leventer — out! 


Big shakeup at Brooklyn Bridge ‘Park’ 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State development officials fired 
the chief planner of its Brooklyn 
Bridge Park project last week — as 
experts admitted that the controver- 
sial housing and open-space devel- 
opment will cost twice as much as 
anticipated. 

The dismissal of Wendy Leventer, 
president of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation, came after 
a costly legal battle with opponents of 
the project, a 1. 3-mile parkland, luxu- 
ry condo, retail and hotel develop- 
ment on the publicly owned water- 
front between Atlantic Avenue and the 


foot of the Manhattan Bridge. 

Leventer took over the $ 130-mil- 
lion project in 2004, after a long and 
hopeful public planning process that 
had local leaders anticipating a vast 
Prospect Park-style greenspace on the 
Brooklyn waterfront. 

But soon after she came on board, 
that all changed. 

Instead of a traditional, taxpayer- 
funded city park, the so-called 
“Brooklyn Bridge Park” would be 
maintained with revenue generated 
from commercial development within 
its footprint, Leventer told residents in 
a contentious meeting in 2004. 

“We basically blew up at her,” said 
Roy Sloane, a Cobble Hill activist 


who attended the meeting. 

And that anger never waned. This 
week, opponents of the development 
project weren’t sad to see Leventer 
g°- 

“Wendy Leventer has provided no 
transparency,” said Judi Francis, a 
critic of the project who sued to block 
the development. 

Francis said Leventer oversaw a 
“sham process,” but last week, the 
New York Post linked her ouster to 
the $16.5 million that Leventer’s 
agency has already spent on a park 
that doesn’t exist 

ESDC spokesman Errol Cockfield 
told The Brooklyn Paper that firing 
Leventer was part of larger changes 


by the Spitzer administration, which is 
still projecting that the park will be 
done by the spring of 2010. 

The Leventer firing comes just as 
experts said last week that soaring 
construction costs citywide could 
double the price of the park — and 
that the state will have to figure out 
how to pay without adding more pri- 
vate development. 

“It’s clearly going to cost more 
than we’ve estimated and we intend to 
[lobby public officials] for the addi- 
tional funding,” said Marianna Koval, 
executive director of the Brooklyn 
Bridge Conservancy, a non-profit that 
has raised $5 .6 million for program- 
ming in the park since 1999. 


Mayor Marty? 
Golden not 
ready to say 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State Senator Marty Golden 
(R-Bay Ridge) will run for 
mayor on a platform of low 
taxes, affordable housing and 
expanding economic opportu- 
nity into the boroughs. 

That is, if he runs, of course. 

As we reported last week, 
Golden has dipped his toe in the 
Republican-light mayoral waters, 
but he hasn’t fully jumped in. 

“Many community leaders 
from throughout the city have 
suggested that I run,” Golden 
said. “Whenever so many people 
... urge you to do something, you 
have to give it some thought.” 

What would a Golden Admin- 
istration mean for New York 
City? Clues could be found in the 
styles of the men whom he says 
are his political influences: Ron- 
ald Reagan and Rudy Giuliani. 

“I admire them, and, like me, 
they were former Democrats who 
found that the party’s extreme lib- 
eral message difficult for them.” 

Opponents would be quick to 
point out Golden’s lack of experi- 
ence — he’s been in politics, first 
as a Councilman and later as a 
state Senator, only since 1998 — 
but Golden believes that his prior 


experience as a cop, civic leader 
and small business owner should- 
n’t be underestimated. 

“I have been able to see the 
challenges that people face in 
finding a job, paying their taxes 
and bills, in trying to educate their 
children as well as they can, and 
in keeping their homes and neigh- 
borhotxis safe,” said Golden, who 
once owned the Bay Ridge 
Manor catering hall. 

Golden is considered a shoe-in 
to win his Senate district next 
year, a race that isn’t expected to 
put much of a dent in his 
$425,000 campaign war chest. 
He’d need much, much more to 
run for mayor, but raising big 
cash would be easy — if (and it’s 
a big if!) he remains the only Re- 
publican in the race to succeed 
Mayor Mike. And he would fol- 
low that legacy, he said. 

“I would look to expand the 
economic growth of the last few 
years to all areas of the city,” he 
said. “I have been a strong sup- 
porter of the Atlantic Yards proj- 
ect, the development of the 
biotech industry in New York, 
the development of the Brook- 
lyn Army Terminal, the cruise 
industry.” 

Spoken like a tme (sort of) 
candidate. 



Cobble Hill will become condos. 


Get your Gersh on ... again 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Once again, our editor, Gersh Kuntzman, is kuntz- 
manning the moderator chair for BCAT’s “Reporter 
Roundtable.” This week’s hotter-than-hot episode fea- 
tures exciting discussion of top issues, including the 
conversion of Seventh Avenue into a one-way thorough- 
fare, the sale of Bay Ridge’s so-called “Green Church,” 
and whether Gersh ’s red-and-yellow tie matched his 
pea-green shirt (it did not). Panelists included luminaries 
Jotham Sederstrom, from the New York Daily News, 
and Nik Kovac, from the Downtown Brooklyn Star. 
Tune in on Friday, March 16 at 9 pm; Saturday, March 
17, at 9 pm; Monday, March 19, at 1 pm; Tuesday, March 20, at 1:30 and 9:30 pm; 
and Thursday, March 22, at 2 and 10 pm. BCAT is on channel 56 on Time-Wamer 
systems and channel 69 on Cablevision. The show will also be posted at 
www.BrooklynPaper.com. 



Hospital 
is set to 
become 
condos 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A 105-year-old Cobble Hill landmark Is 
on its way to condoville. 

This week, Long Island College Hospital 
sold its grandest property: a limestone and 
brick home of the Lamm Institute, a child 
neurology clinic. Sources told The Stoop 
that the buyer intends to convert the two- 
story medical building — on the comer of 
Henry and Amity streets — into fancy apart- 

LICH spokeswoman Zippi Dvash said 
the sale came after hospital administrators 
realized that the 1902-built landmark was 
not up to today’s hospital safety codes. 

“In the main hospital, wheelchair access 
is much easier,” she said. 

Dvash declined to comment on economic 
factors that may have contributed to the 
sale. The sale, however, certainly made the 
hospital a windfall. 

One area broker said condos in the build- 
ing could go for as much as $1 ,000 a square 
foot. 

“A developer will do very well at that lo- 
cation,” said Roslyn Huebener of Aguayo & 
Huebener. 

But before any luxury condos are built, 
the city’s Landmark Preservation Commis- 
sion must approve renovation plans. The de- 
veloper will be required to maintain the 
building’s Greek-revival facade and obey 
the landmark district’s 60-foot building 
height limit. — Cohen 


CAREY... 

Continued from page 1 
didn’t mn for president in 1976, the savvy 
marketer who put the term “I love New 
York” on every tourist’s bps. 

It’s expected to sail through the Senate. 

“Of course it should be named after him 
— a lot of things should be named after 
him,” said Ed Koch, the former congress- 
man and mayor who watched Carey’s lead- 
ership from a front-row seat. 

“He was simply one of the greatest gov- 
ernors the state ever had, and certainly the 
greatest in the modem era,” Hizzoner con- 
tinued. “Yet he has not been sufficiently 
appreciated. He saved both the city and the 


state from bankruptcy. I don’t think anyone 
else could have done it.” 

Yeah, but naming a federal courthouse 
after a man who stood up after Ford told 
the city to drop dead — isn’t that like nam- 
ing an airport after a president who fired 
the air-traffic controllers? 

“No, it’s a perfect place because it will 
have his name in big letters, as he de- 
serves,” Koch said. “The building doesn’t 
matter. After all, Carey built the convention 
center on the West Side and it was named 
after Javits, who had nothing to do with it.” 
If it makes his desk, President Bush is ex- 
pected to sign it. And why not? Late in life, 
Carey started acting more like a Republican 
than the Democratic standardbearer he was 
since his earliest days in politics, saving brown- 
stones in Park Slope from the wrecking ball. 


He endorsed Rudy Giuliani (and attended 
his wedding — the one to Judi Nathan, not the 
one to Donna Hanover or the subsequently an- 
nulled one to Regina Peruggi). And Carey was 
a bigwig in Democrats for Bloomberg, which 
helped get a Republican elected mayor. 

The former governor, who could not be 
reached for comment, was last seen escort- 
ing then-gubernatorial candidate Eliot 
Spitzer around Park Slope last year, show- 
ing off the very brownstones that he saved. 

Carey will turn 88 on April 1 1 . 

In a related story, the House passed 
Towns’s other bill, this one to rename the 
Bankruptcy court on Cadman Plaza East 
after Conrad Duberstein, a Brooklyn Col- 
lege graduate and longtime chief judge of 
the federal bankruptcy court. 

Duberstein died in 2005. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF KINGS 

INDEX NO. 46285/00 
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS AND NOTICE 



LEGAL DESCRIPTION 


ALL that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements 

^BEGINNING at a point on the easterly side of East 88th Street, distant 126 feet 8 

88th Street with the northerly side of Avenue M; 

RUNNING THENCE Northerly along the easterly side of East 88th Street 26 feet 8 

THENCE Easterly parallel with Avenue M, 100 feet; 

THENCE Southerly parallel with East 88th Street, 26th feet, 8 inches; 

THENCE Westerly parallel with Avenue M 100 feet to the easterly side of East 88th 
Street at the point or place of BEGINNING. 

over a strip of land 2 feet 8 inches in width by 60 feet in depth fronting on the easterly 
southerly side thereof; 

SUBJECT however to a similar easement and right of way for purpose of right of 
way in, to and over a strip of land, 4 feet 3-1/2 inches in width by 80 feet in depth 
fronting on the easterly side of East 88th Street being the southerly 4 feet 3-1/2 inches 


LEGAL NOTICE / LLC 


251 4th Avenue, LLC. Notice of formation of Ltd. Liability Co. Name: 
251 4th Avenue, LLC. Art of Org. filed Sec of State of NY 7/5/06. Off. 
loc.: Kings Co. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY to mail copy of process to LLC, 251 4th 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215. Owner: Brooke Webster for purpose of 
24-hour diner. bpo9-14 



ONE-WAY... 

Continued from page 1 

partment of Transportation’s claim that pedestrian and driver safety 
will improve if Sixth and Seventh avenues are converted to one-way 
thoroughfares, activists say. 

The DOT proposal, unveiled two weeks ago, has brought about a 
swift and overwhelmingly negative reaction from Park Slope resi- 

“People don’t want to see two more avenues turned into mini- 
highways,” said activist Aaron Naparstek, who led the radar-gun-tot- 
ing brigade. 

Indeed, when the 
Park Slope Civic 
Council held a trans- 
portation fomm last 
year, the biggest con- 
cern was the speeding 
on Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West, 

Naparstek said. 

A DOT spokesper- 
son did not care to 
comment on the ac- 
tivists’ radar gun study. 

Agency officials were 

tymeelmg'on”- °PP°" ents of converting Sixth and 
day, after this paper Seve " th venues to one-way used a 
went to press, where s P eed 9 un on El 9 hth Avenue to 
they were expected to rnsk© thsir point, 
hear a legion of boos 

(for an update, go to www.BrooklynPaper.com). 

“People are really concerned about this,” said Naparstek. His 
group, the Park Slope Neighbors, notched 1 ,100 signatures on a pe- 
tition against the plan in just two days, he said. 

Councilman David Yassky (D-Park Slope), who was briefed by 
DOT in advance of Thursday’s meeting, has strongly opposed the 
proposal. “Nothing he’s heard from the DOT has changed his 
mind,” said Yassky ’s spokesman, Evan Thies. 

Speeding cars are only one concern for Park Slopers. The other 
issue pushing residents’ pedals is the belief that this plan is an at- 
tempt by the city to solve the coming congestion from the still-un- 
built Atlantic Yards mega-development by sacrificing Park Slope’s 
residential quality of life. 

“People don’t want their streets turned into arena access roads,” 
said Naparstek, referring to the Nets arena that is part of the project. 

“If Atlantic Yards is going to happen, we need a comprehensive, 
multi-modal transportation plan that includes bikes and trains and 
buses,” he continued. “Otherwise, the surrounding neighborhoods 
will shut down.” 

Transportation Alternatives spokeswoman Amy Pfeiffer agreed. 

“[The proposal] doesn’t make any sense as it is right now,” she 
said. “If this is an Atlantic Yards solution, other transit options need 
to be developed much more thoroughly.” 

Go to www.BrooklynPaper.com for an update. 
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Wild meeting on fate of Green Church 




By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Everyone in Bay Ridge believes 
the Green Church should be saved 
— everyone except the parishioners 
at this century-old house of worship, 
that is. 

Church officials and preservationists 
squared off with parishioners on Mon- 
day night at an “emergency meeting” 
over the fate of the cherished church. 

And parishioners of the Bay Ridge 
United Methodist Church weren’t happy. 

“This whole meeting is an am- 
bush,” said Raquel Cortizo. “[Council- 
man Vince] Gentile is pitting this com- 
munity against the church, and I don’t 
think it is right.” 

The trouble began after reports of 
the sale of the Methodist cathedral, 
which has graced the comer of Fourth 
Avenue and Ovington for more than a 
hundred years and is on the National 
Registry of Historic Places. 

The news came as a shock to Gentile 
and other officials, who said church 
elders had assured them that there was 
still time to save the church from being 
tom down to make room for condos. 

Gentile is still pushing for a deal that 
he, the Bay Ridge Conservancy, and Con 
Ed worked out that would create 87 units 
of subsidized housing on the church cam- 
pus while generating $300j000 in annual 
revenue annually to pay for upkeep of 
the church building itself. 

The church would also have complete 
control over the property as part of a 99- 
year lease, said the optimistic Gentile. 

But the mood changed when Gen- 
tile invited questions from parish- 
ioners, who accused him of not invit- 
ing church members to the meeting. 


“No one had any idea about this,” 
said Cortizo. “They were trying to keep 
us shut out of this meeting. Everyone is 
forgetting that this is our property and 
we can sell it if we want. These people 
should just mind their own business.” 
Fellow parishioner Ed Smith added 
that the pastor, Reverend Robert Emer- 
ick, has been very open with the con- 
gregation about plans to sell the church. 

“We are tired of fighting it,” Smith 
said. “The renovations would cost our 
congregation $3 million a year and we 
have an offer on the table for $12 mil- 
lion or Gentile’s proposal of $300,000 
a year. Which would you take?” 

Smith said the congregation is fully 
behind Emerick and the sale. 

‘Tt is a private property matter and the 


Landmarks Preservation Commission 
won’t even discuss the issue,” Smith 
added. “Do you really think [spending] 
$3 million for renovations is what Jesus 
would want us to do with everything else 
going on in the world today?” 

Still, Gentile is pushing his plan, 
handing out an “Action Sheet” that of- 
fered the “names, addresses, and tele- 
phone numbers of people who can 
stop the destruction,” Gentile said. 

The list included church elders; the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, 
which has the power to declare a 
building a landmark even without the 
owner’s permission; and Attorney 
General Andrew Cuomo, who must 
approve the sale of all religious prop- 
erty to private developers. 


Fourth Ave 
is sprouting 


A Banker who Keeps in Touch. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Developer Shaya Boymel- 
green says he’s going to stop 
building luxury condos in 
Brooklyn (see story, page 5). 
But in the present tense, his 
high-end units are selling like 
hotdogs at a ballgame. 

Apartments in Boymelgreen’s 
NOVO condo tower — the first 
Fourth Avenue luxury condos to 
go on the market since the neigh- 
borhood was rezoned in 2004 — 
went on sale last Monday and are 
being snapped up faster than you 
can say, “Is that a granite counter- 
top?’ 


Nearly 300 visitors flocked 
to the grand opening of the 
building’s marketing office on 
March 5, and 13 of the tower’s 
113 units sold that same day. 

Roslyn Huebener, of Aguayo 
and Huebener Realty, which is 
not part of the NOVO sales ef- 
fort, called the sales rate “ex- 

The 12-story building, on 
Fourth Avenue and Third Street, 
boasts a private landscaped gar- 
den, “gracious” kitchens, “sump- 
tuous” bathrooms, concierge ser- 
vice, a residents’ lounge, a 
playroom, and a fitness center. 
Prices for studios start at a whop- 
ping $3 10,000. 


ONE-WAY... 

Continued from page 1 

partment of Transportation’s claim that pedestrian and driver safety 
will improve if Sixth and Seventh avenues are converted to one-way 
thoroughfares, activists say. 

The DOT proposal, unveiled two weeks ago, has brought about a 
swift and overwhelmingly negative reaction from Park Slope resi- 

“People don’t want to see two more avenues turned into mini- 
highways,” said activist Aaron Naparstek, who led the radar-gun-tot- 
ing brigade. 

Indeed, when the Park Slope Civic Council held a transportation 
forum last year, the biggest concern was the speeding on Eighth Av- 
enue and Prospect Park West, Naparstek said. 

A DOT spokesperson did not care to comment on the activists’ radar 
gun study. Agency officials were on hand at a community meeting on 
Thursday, after this paper went to press, where they were expected to 
hear a legion of boos (for an update, go to 
wwwBrooklynPaper.com) . 

“People are really concerned about this,” said Naparstek. His 
group, the Park Slope Neighbors, notched 1,100 signatures on a pe- 
tition against the plan in just two days, he said. 

Councilman David Yassky (D-Park Slope), who was briefed by 
DOT in advance of Thursday’s meeting, has strongly opposed the 
proposal. “Nothing he’s heard from the DOT has changed his 
mind,” said Yassky’s spokesman, Evan Thies. 

Speeding cars are only one concern for Park Slopers. The other 
issue pushing residents’ pedals is the belief that this plan is an at- 
tempt by the city to solve the coming congestion from the still-un- 
built Atlantic Yards mega-development by sacrificing Park Slope’s 
residential quality of life. 

“People don’t want their streets turned into arena access roads,” 
said Naparstek, referring to the Nets arena that is part of the project. 

“If Atlantic Yards is going to happen, we need a comprehensive, mul- 
ti-modal transportation plan that includes bikes and trains and buses,” he 
continued. “Otherwise, the surrounding neighborhoods will shut down.” 

Transportation Alternatives spokeswoman Amy Pfeiffer agreed. 

“[The proposal] doesn’t make any sense as it is right now,” she 
said. “If this is an Atlantic Yards solution, other transit options need 
to be developed much more thoroughly.” 

Go to www.BrooklynPaper.com for an update. 



The Park Avenue Bank Makes It Happen. 

We focus on your banking, so you can focus on 
growing your business. 

Building a business is tough, but when your business is building 
residential and mixed-use complexes - and you’re growing rapidly - 
you have to be on-site, on the job, all the time. That's why 
Josh Rubinstein and Heshy Leitman, partners in both Landmark 
Builders and City Concrete, count on Ray Barcia, The Park Avenue 
Bank Boro Park Branch Manager. 


Its all those little things Ray 
does every day that make a big 
difference - not just in terms of 
our banking, but in our ability to 
build a successful business ” 


Josh Rubinstein, Co-owner 
Heshy Leitman, Co-owner 
Landmark Builders 
5918 18th Avenue, Brooklyn 


CAREY... 

Continued from page 1 

didn’t run for president in 1976, the savvy marketer who put the 
term “I love New York” on every tourist’s lips. 

It’s expected to sail through the Senate. 

“Of course it should be named after him — a lot of things should 
be named after him,” said Ed Koch, the former congressman and 
mayor who watched Carey’s leadership from a front-row seat. 

“He was simply one of the greatest governors the state ever had, 
and certainly the greatest in the modem era,” Hizzoner continued. 
“Yet he has not been sufficiently appreciated. He saved both the 
city and the state from bankruptcy. I don’t think anyone else could 
have done it.” 

Yeah, but naming a federal courthouse after a man who stood 
up after Ford told the city to drop dead — isn’t that like naming an 
airport after a president who fired the air-traffic controllers? 

“No, it’s a perfect place because it will have his name in big let- 
ters, as he deserves,” Koch said. “The building doesn’t matter. Af- 
ter all, Carey built the convention center on the West Side and it 
was named after Javits, who had nothing to do with it.” 

If it makes his desk, President Bush is expected to sign it. And why 
not? Late in life, Carey started acting more like a Republican than the 
Democratic standardbearer he was since his earliest days in politics, sav- 
ing brownstones in Park Slope from the wrecking ball. 

He endorsed Rudy Giuliani (and attended his wedding — the one to 
Judi Nathan, not the one to Donna Hanover or the subsequently an- 
nulled one to Regina Pemggi). And Carey was a bigwig in Democrats 
for Bloomberg, which helped get a Republican elected mayor. 


Whether it’s making the commercial construction loan process simple 
and hassle-free or keeping on top of daily balances and transactions 
in their specific project accounts, Ray stays in touch with these busy 
Brooklyn developers, who also manage their own accounts - on their 
schedule - with online banking and bill pay. And with eight 
developments completed and five more in the works, that schedule 
is full... of success. 



THE 

PARK AVENUE 


BANK 


So spend your time managing your business, not your 
banking. Get in touch with The Park Avenue Bank. 


The dual buildings logo is ; 


je Bank (PAB). Copyright © 20 


Boro Park Branch: 

4419 13th Avenue (on the corner of 45th Street) 
Brooklyn, New York 11219 
Phone 718.431.0006 Fax 718.431.0367 
www.parkavenuebank.com 


The Best Address For Your Money ® 
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Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 





A&K 
Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


Great selection of procelain, ceramic, marble, onyx, granite, mosaics, 
borders, glass, metal, Talavera tiles. We have Marble, Granites, 
Soapstone, Slate, Limestone, Onyx, Stainless Steel, Corlan, Silestone, 
Zodiac, Caesar Stone, Okite and Ice Stone for countertops. 

336 9th Street ° p ®" w 7 AK ^y s di f c ^ eek 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY M<)n ^ F^io'oOam - 6^30pm 

(718) 369-6873 Sat: 10am - 5pm • Sun 11am - 5 pm 



B<DBTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 


1 -888-BO BTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

so 90% of the work is done on the spot. ? 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 


• 100% m 

• Men 


r e $25. 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
www.ChristJon.com 



SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


ZA V PLUMBING & HEATING L LC 

Residential WWW.Zavplumbing.com Commercial 

• Boiler Installation & Repair • Oil to Gas Conversion 
• Radiant Heating Design • Hot Water Heaters Replaced 
• Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting • All Types of Heating Systems 


718 332-8511 lic# 2011 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company with out checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante surprises, we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service thej^ notheur 

Warranties, Guarantees I^IOHLANTE 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heatings Air Conditioning 
We have the best in the business /yd o\ coo 1 1 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



• VIOLATIONS REMOVED « 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 

Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

JUST 

Zr^RCHIT€CTUR€ 


r (718)855-1237 


Leinster 

Contracting 


Asbestos & Lead Abatement 
Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 



Carpentry Plus 


Carpet Cleaning 


AMERICAN 

CARPET CARE 



Cleaning Services 




ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 



DECKS 

by Bart ||f : 


ROOF ■ GARDEN ■ TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./ Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


NAM ■— 
DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 

No Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Labor Needed! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! 

www.NMDemoUtion.com 

(718) 351-6273 


ALECTRAinc. 


No job too big, no job tot 


718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Electricians 

1 


Movers (Licensed) 


» PT Installations 
Electrical Contractor 

Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commerci^ 

Call Nick (718) 331-3210 




Sb 

Residential & 

Commercial save a Sample 

Since 1 969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING -zSlsL 
Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 

LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

- Premium - 
- Ready to Burn - 

(718) 954-4105 


Floor Maintenance 


All Kinds of LAMINATION 

Hardwood Floors $1.50/SQ.FT. 

$2.50/SQ.FT. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)278-0331 TIM 
(646) 372-2581 TIMUR 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

718 720-2555 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation •Repairs 
•Scraping "Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 

* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 


718-753-9741 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 



Landscape 6- Floral Design 

Spring is coming 


Kristen Austin 718.522.1232 


To advertise on 
this page, call 
ADAM at 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


A 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 
Commercial and residential. We carry 
building insurance. All furniture padded 

Weekends avail., packing supplies, van 
service. Serving Bklyn for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Movers (Licensed) 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Prompt • Cordial ^ 

TOP HAT MOVERS ™ 

718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 
212-722-3390 


ARIKJ. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


oa 

Interiors 


Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hi 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


n SUNSHINEhvc 

718-748-6990 

Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 


718-439-7309 


Handyman ! 

A17 

CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 A30 

1 Piping 

FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS 

Installation & Repairs of: 

• Broken Pipes/Re-Piping 

KBM Contracting 


FIO paintin ’’"t* 1 " 3 * P ° CrS 

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 


Edward’s Est. i 

Contracting Co. 

718 757 5693 


Expert Plastering 


Demetrious 
(718) 783-4868 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
m m Plumbing S m 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

$ LOW, LOW, PRICES $ 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 

H E N C H Y 


AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 


212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 

Ml Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

!0th year with Brooklyn Paper: 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


i in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

(ILL TYPES OF ROOFING 

• Shingles • Rubber Roof 
• 90 Lb. Tar Roof • Gravel Roofe 
• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 

Oven. 25 ^feono. Sxfcenie*tce 

718 209 1584 

lie# 1242457 
Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


DUMPSTER 

For Rubbish Removal 

10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers 


We Service Queens, 
Manhattan 
Brooklyn and 
The Bronx 


Arco 

Equipment Corp 

57-52 49th Place 
Maspeth, NY 11378 

3 fax: 718 497-5988 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
15 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 

Ask for Mark 

Insured & Licensed #1156783 


Rubbish Removal 


Wr 




_L 917-416-8322 


Rubbish Removal 


VEAGLE 

Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 


70 

home 

improvement 
contractors. . . 
on this page... 
this week 


CONTRACTORS 


EAGLE 


C T~ 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• Bathrooms Jobs are Owner Supervised -Roofing 

• Ci letnm Kitrhenc • Siding 

We have been -windows 

doing a great job 
for over ten years 

718-375-8292 


Lie# 1157104 


Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


w.excelbuilds.com 


. Chris Mullins *£ 

* General Contracting 


Waterproofing 

° 7 1^27 6-85 58 “ 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Wood Floors •Tiling 

CaWnettv^ty^B^obhelves 
and More! 

Lic #1 14276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1100 


; Restoration Specialist 

ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 9 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


Scott's Contracting 

All Phases of Const. & Reno. 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Over Ten Years of Exp. M 


917-912-8124 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tile • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 
Call Chris O'toole for all your 
Home Improvement needs. 

(917) 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN - PRODUCTS • REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
"No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie. # FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
898711 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 
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home improvement 
contractors. . . on this 
page. . . this week 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


Cl 


American Eagle 
w Construction Corp. 

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 
• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 

• Roofing Jobs • Stucco • Sheetrock 
• Tile Poor Work • Cement Work 
• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


MELODY 

Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry • Concrete 
Brownstone Specialist 
Brick • Extension 

(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 




> Co-ops © Lofts © Bi 
[it’s Baths Painting Plastering & Mi 

30,75 718 408-08 1 2 b™ 

vww.progressivegcc.co: 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
ing, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 
Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 

Total back-up 


Total Property Services , Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy ^ 




















































